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To the Citizens of LONDON 


aud WESTMINSTER: 


A few Things are humbly offered, 
needful to be conſidered, 


P9XNSIN this day of the Lords 
Controverſie, a Cup of 
trembling hath been put 
into your hands, and you 
have drank deep of it : 
Such Slaughters rarely, if 
| ever, have been within. your Walls fince 
{ their Foundatious were firſt laid. The 
| memorable year of Twenty Five , muſt 
{ not be compar'd with Szxty Five, either 
{ for the number of the Slain, the continu». 
| ance of the Viſitation, or ſuch unwIon 
reiterated Increaſes and Decreaſes : An 

1 O that fuicable to the read of the Diſ- 

| —— Efte&ts might be wroughtup- 

on all your Hearts ! that the Loxd may 


be pacified towards you,and may not add 
' to this Plague ſeven other and worſe 
| Plagues, You are now comforting your 


A 2 Hearts 


| 


An Epiſtolary Preface 
Hearts wich thoughts that zhe bitterneſs of 
Death x paſt ; your Trade will returu, and 
the Cloud chat hath darkened your glory 
and ſplendor will vaniſh : To which 1 
heartily ſay, Amen ; the Lord do ſo, But 
if I thought it would be born, and kind- 
ly received.I would take leave to tell you,, 
I have my fears ; fears nor bottom'd up- 
ON CeBinus ! 6+ Mr; pu0ss, AS the Apoſtles 
expreſſion is, 1 Ti#2.4.7. profane and old 
IVives fables 5 but upon Conſiderations 
(as Ijudge) more ſolid : An account of 
which, be pleaſed to take in a few words, 
- Firſt, Cities every way famous have had 
their Periods : all worldly glory carrieth 
decaying Principles in its bowels. It may, 
as the Sun , go forth in its beauty and 
ſtrength until itclimb to its Meridian and 
thenceforward it will decline until its lu- 
ſtreſet in obſcurity, As they ſay of the 
World, ſo of Cities, they have their Youth 
and Manhood, in which they are in their 
ſtrength and vigour ; and after-that, Old | 
Ape, until they return to the duſt out of 
which they were raiſed - Tyre, a City of | 
ſtren gth, called zhe ſtrong (ity, Joſh. wu | 
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To the (Citizens of London, &c, 
an ancient and enriching City 3 yer from . 
che Lord went torth a Commandment to | 
deſtroyit, //a.23.11, Babylon, once the 
Metropolis of a mighty Empire; and con- 
ſequently ſtood upon 1uitable advantage- 
ground tor its ſecurity ; yet could not 
bear up it ſelf againſt that Sentence, //a. 
1 4.4.Thou ſhalt take up thus Proverb againſt 
the King of Babylon, and fay, How hath the 
Oppreſſor ceaſed ? the polden City ceaſed ?. 
Ceaſed to be, as well as to oppre/s : It is 
the deſtiny of ſome, that when they ceaſe 
to oppreſs,they mult ceaſe to be alſo, 7eru- 
ſalem, the beloved City, honour'd by the 
King of Heaven (that Fountain of all true 
Honour) againſt her cries theProphet, 1/a, 


' 3.8. Jeruſalem u ruined, and Fudah is fat: 


len, God commands and threatneth con- 
cerning Tyrus, Ezek.26.4. Break down ber 
Towers 5 1 will alſo ſcrape her duſt from her, 
and leave her like the topof a Rock : not ſo 
much as any Monument ſhould remain, 
Jams/2ges eſt ubi T7oa fuit, Others their 
memory is periſhed, Pſal. 9.6. Thou haft 
deſtroyed Cities, their memorial us periſhed 
with them, 


& 2 Secondly, 


An «7 50h AE 

Secondly, Sins & greatProvocations have 
been precedaneous unto, and the procu- 
ring Cauſes of the ruine of Cities, God is 
knowa to be long-ſuffering to all among 
whom he 1s known ; he doth not ftrike, 
muchleſs deſtroy, without a cauſe, nor 
yet for every cauſe : God can bear long, 
yet will he not bear always. Wickedneſs 
may in places of eminency, as Diſeaſes in 
the Body, lurk up and down for a ſeaſon, 
till by continuance they grow ſtrong, ſeiz 
the Vitals, and down goes the Houle of 


Clay. Sin drowned the old World, and | 


burnt Sodom and Gomorrha ; and they are 
| left upon record, as Examples of Divine 
Vengeance, to put a reſtraint upon the 


exorbitancies of ſinful Cities, Every pub- 
lick fin of Cities, as they are a Body and 


Community, or the fin of them that are 
the viſible owned authority in them, act- 
ing as ſuch, is a ſtroke at their Founda- 
tions, and many ſuch may ſoon level 
them with the ground. There are Prog- 
nofticks of decaies & approaching Death, 


not onely in the Natural, but in Bodies | 


Politick alſo, The Death-Marks npon 
Cities | 


P 
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To the Citizens of London, &c, 
Cities of old, have beenſuch as theſe : 

1. Pride : God reſifteth the Proud, is 
true concerning a Natzon, C:ity,or Man, It 
it was Moabs height that laid him low : 
Ve have heard of the pride of Moab, he is 
exceeding prond 5 therefore ſhall Moab howl, 

for the foundations of Kirhareſeth ſhall ye 
mourn, Wa.16.6, Tyrus laid, 1 am of per- 
fett Beauty,Ezek.27.3. thence was ſhe de- 
faced, and brought to nothing, | 
Falicſuna —— 
Dita foret—ſinon 161 wiſa fuiſſet. 

2. Oppreflion ; eſpecially oppreſſion 
and cruelty towards the Lords own Peo- 
ple: Wo to the oppreſſing City, Zeph.3.1. 
Rev,18,21, With wolence ſhall that great 
City Babylon be thronn down, and ſhall be 

found no more at all : and why ſo ? that 
follows, verſ. 24. 1n her was found the Blood 
of Prophets, and of Saints, and of all that 
were /lain upon the Earth. God will make 


| Inquiſition tor Blood, eſpecially for the 


Bloood of his Abels,that will cry all that 
have had their hands in it, call themſelves 
by what name of diſtinction they will, will 


| be foundtobe Brats of Babylon, andthey 
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5. The baſeneſs of pretended ſpiritual 


© An Epiſtolary Preface 
and their Cities may fall thereby. One of 
the great Sins that came up into remem- 
brance againſt Tyre and Z7don, was this, 


The Children of 7udah and the (Children of | 


Jeruſalem have ye ſold to the Grecians, that 
ye might remove them far from their border, 
Joel 3.6. 

3. Treachery and Unfaithfulneſs : 4- 
2205 1.9. For three tranſgreſſions of Tyrus, 
and for four, I will not turn away the puniſh- 
ment thereof 5 becauſe they dilivered up the 


whole Captivity of Edom, and remenbred | 


not the Brotherly Covenant. | 
4. Falſe-Worſhip: er. 19.11. I will 
break this City as one breaketh a Patters Veſ- 


ſel that cannot be made whole | ung and they 


ſhall bury in Tophet till there beno place. In 
Tophet they ſinned in their corrupt Wor- 
ſhip, and there they muſt fall by this their 
iniquity, Certainly wo to them who after 
Light received, and ſolemn Covenants 


made, dare to corrupt the Worſhip of | 
God, and defile the SanQtuary with their | 
deteſtable things ; wo to them, whether | 


Perſons or Places. 


men: 


. 


To the Citizens of London, &c. 

men : There is a wo-againſt Feruſalem, 
Zeph.3.1. and why ? Her Prophets are 
light and. treacherous Perſons 5. ber Prieſts 
have polluted the $anituary, they have done 
violence to the Law : HER Prophets-and 
Prieſts, ſaith God, not MINE ; ſome of 
their own making: they do wickedly, 
and would wreſt the the Word, and labor- . 
to make it ſpeak tor their abominations. 

6. Contempt of the Goſpel : This evi- 


. dently was fer»ſalezzs undoing 3 They kil- 


led the Prophets, and ſtoned them that were 
ſent unto them and upon a ſuppoſition 
and hope oMfceſerve their worldly inte- 
reſt, they ſet themſelves againſt Chriſt 
himſelf, 7oh.11,48. If we let hin thus a- 
lone, all men will believe on him, and the Ro- 
mans will come and take away our Place and 
Nation. This their deſign proved abor- 
tive 3 that which they intended for the 
promoting of their carnaf ends, let in the 
Enemy apon them like a flood, to the ut- 
terruine of them and their City, Never 


 yetdid any {ell a Goſpel to gain a Trade, 


but ran an eminent hazard of ſelling 
themſelves into ruine and miſery, 
7, In- 


An Epiſtolary Preface © 


7. Incorrigibleneſs : Jeruſalems ſcum | 
went not out of her, as the Prophet com- | 


plains : A fire mas kindled under her ; ſhe 
was in diſtreſs, but yetfin was not purged 
out : She received not correction, as 1t is 
expreſſed, Zeph. 3.1. Judgments are Gods 


laſt Remedy, it they do no good, the Pa- | 


tient muſt die, without a miracle of mercy. 


Thirdly, Sins have been the ruine of ' 
Cities,by their turning God to be againſt | 


them : So long as a People or Place can 
ſay, The LORD & with us, they ſtand firm, 
God is the Rock of Perſons, (ities,and Na- 


tions 3 if they ſell or forteit their Rock, he | 
will alſo fell them , or give them mto the ' 
bands of ſpoilers. A People and Places that | 
God has wrought for,muit not ſuppoſe the | 


preſence and care of God ſo entaild upon 
them, that he will ſtand by them, be it 
rightor wrong. If they turn their backs 
upon God, caſt off the thing that is good, 
ſerve their luſts, ſeek themſelves, ſcoff at 
Holineſs, tread his People in the dirt, per- 
vert all Equity and Right, call evil good, 
and good evil, put darkneſs for light, and 
light for darkneſs 3 God will alſo turn him-' 


ſelf 
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To the Citizens of London; G&c. 
a | ſeF againſt ſuch, and fight againſt them as 
- | an Enemy: Wo to them that have God 
e | againſtthem ! Io unto them when 1 depart 
1 | from them, ſaith God, Hoſ.9,12. Feruſa- 
s | lems doom was, Saith the Lord God,bebold 
s | Z,evenl, am againſt thee, and will execute 
- | TJudgements in the midſt of thee, It is a great 
. | vanity in ſome, who when they have pro- 
f | voked God to his face,and done evileven 
t | tothe uttermoſtthey can, do imagine the 
1 | breach may be repaird with alittle feign- 
ed Humiliation, upon whom that Text 
looks very ſadly, Fer.14.1 2, hen they faſt, 
| 1 will not hear their cry 3 and when they offer 
Burnt Offering and an Oblation, 1 will not 
accept them : but I mill conſume them, 8c, 
| Sometimes God is ſo turned againſt Crtres, 
| thathe will not accept of the mediation of 
his People for them, and this was the caſe 
in the Text but now cited,v.x 1.God faith 
to Jeremiah, Pray not thou faxthis People. 
God, when turned again{t er«/alem, ſaith 
to Ezekzel, Son of: man, wilt thou pudge,wilt 
thou judge the bloody City : ſome render it, 
Ancauſam ageres, an cauſam ageres Ciuita- 
ts iſttus > Wilt thou plead tor that City ? 
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An Epiſftolary Preface 
No, faith God, thou ſhalt not ſet upon 
ſuch loſt labour, Noah, Damel and Job, 
can ſometimes onely deliver their own 
Souls, God Almighty keep his Noahs, Da- 
ntels, Jobs, whateyer may be the lot of 
others. 

Fourthly, There is no fence againſt Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure 3 nothing can be a ſecu- 
rity to that place againſt which God is 
turned, Jeruſalem was once ſuppoſed to be 
impregnable ; hence when David went to 
take it, they ſet the b/:nd and lame to keep 
it, .asa Guard conceived ſufficient to de- 
fend it from all Afſaults ; yet was it trod- 


den down, when God armed an Enemy 


againſt it, Tyrus was waſted in the day of 
God's diſpleaſure, although rich and ſtrong 
in Shiping, and what elſe might be ac- 
counted the ſtrength of a place, 

Fifthly, God wants not ways to lay Ci- 
ties low, if his Mind be engaged againſt 
them : He may poſflibly not do it all at 
once, but he can do it gradatim, by de- 
grees : He faith of Tyrus, Bring zt out piece 
by piece, Ezek.24.6. The remains after one 
Judgement, he can take off by another 5 

| What 
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\ To the Citizens of London, &c, 
What ſurvives the Peſtilence, may fall by 
the Sword and Famine. 

And greatis the Equity of God in deal- 
ing thus with Czzes and places of emznency. 
They are the Heads jrom whence other 
places receive influence, It fin abound 
in Cities, itis from them propagated tho- 
row all places that have. commerce with 
them, or depend upon them. Ir is faid of 
Babylon, Rev.17.1. The Kzngs of the Earth 
and Inhabitants of the Earth hate been 
ade to arink of the wine of her fornication. 

Should you now pur the queſtion to 
me, that the People once did to Ezekzet, 
IVilt thou tell us what theſe things are to us ?. 
My Anſwer is , Be you faithful to your 
ſelves,and compare your ſelves with what 
I have laid betore you, . and ſo may you 
come to inform your ſelves how far thefe 
things concern you, What your fins are, 
you know, or may know : You have been, 
and yet are under the Rod.- Under your. 
Glory a burning is kindled, I wiſh it may 
be extinct ere it conſume both Raot and 
Branch, | 51; 

Three things there are, that ſpeak for 

IIS 3 you ; 


.An Epiſtolary Preface, &c, 
you 3 I wiſh they may out-cry your Pro- 
VOCAtions, , Ls 

1, There are many among you in whom 
the Lord takes pleaſure, however they are 
by ſome lightlyeſteemed. | 
2: You have been a Refuge to the 
Needy in their diftreſs : What day you 
ceaſeſo to be,you will augment my tears, 
and perhaps your dangers alſo. 

3. Some among you have lately with 

cheartulneſs received the Goſpel. 
_ Certainit is, your Rowers have brought you 
Into. Great Waters, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Exck, 
27.26. God Almighty work you to a repenting 
broken frame, that the Lord may repent him 
of "the Evil. Nizeveh had periſhed, had they 
not put on their Sackcloth. The Lord humble 
you for Crying Sins, and give you New Spl- 
rats, that you may not go on in Ways of Provo- 
cauon. A partof what is your preſent Duty, 
the followiog Treatiſe may poſſibly give you a 
httle light, into. ] have uſed freedom and 
plainneſs with you - [etit not be to ine accor- 
dingto that Old Saying, Obſequium Amicos,ue- 
THAS odtum parit, I am ſatisfied in what Thave 
Witten, having awitneſs in my ſelf : 1 deſire 
Not the woful day, but am among the-vumber 
of - Your hearty Well-wiſhers, 

Thomas Blake. 
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To the READER. 


READER, | 
Pologies for appearing in publick are ſo 
. common, and ſometimes ſo full of vanity, 
that they create ſuſpitions of Pride' and 
V ain-glory in the fpirits of men, rather 
then remove. /: X.1 Pones of lumbling : I ſhall there- 
fore leave my integrity is this Undertaking to Him 
whoſe prerogative it #5 to try the ſpirits,  Onely 
know, Having upon ſome ground publiſhed ſome- 
thing at the beginning of this Calamity, 1 thought 
zt not amiſs to follow it with ſome ſunable Word, 
ow we are (as & hoped) drawing towards a period 
of this ſore. ſlaughter + Be aſſured I ſhall not ary 
more for ever trouble the World with any thing in 
this way, unleſs upon ſome ſpecial occaſion and more 

then ordinary ( all. 
eMyweſign in the whole. 4s to fpeah, ſomething, 
that Saints may kyow thew Duty, being eſcaped ; 
and to bear up their hearts wider the ſad thoughts 
of ph, and what future ſlaughters may be > ahd 
to commend Saintſhip to Sinners, that theyimay be 
defirous toget into that number. 1 have *avoded 
affefted ſtrains and Fingles, that ſound of words, 
(which 1n my apprehenſion are but dead-flies, that 
corrupt the Boxes of otherwiſe precicus Ofntorent ) 
that the deſign may be heeded more then the expreſ- 
fron, and have ſought to ſpeak ſemeth1; 4 #hat may 
be ſuitable to every caſe., 1 bave zot muchmore to 
«dde, Onely, 1, If 


To the Reader, 


1. If what I have written fall into the hands of 
any 1n any place not reached by the hand of God this 
day ; Remember the cup doth many times goround, 
your turn may yet be to cone + Be not ſecure, 

2, 'Let none be diſcouraged, though you ſeagge 
ſudden wiſhed effetts of the ane beiv the Lork ha | 
made ; God ts tn his way,and will do his work with 
ſober ſpeed : He conld have made the World in one | 
hour, Lut took ſix days for it. God ſaith of Lidon, | 
Ezek.28.23,24, Hewillexecute Judementsin | 
her, he-will ſend into her Peftilence;and Blood | 
in her ſtreets, and the wounded ſhall be judged | \ 
in the midſt of her, by-the Sword on her, on e- | 
very fide: The iſſue of ths? Verſ.28: There | 
ſhalbbe no more apricking Brier unto*the houſe * 
of \Iſrael, nor any grieving Thorm"'>F- all. that | /n: 
areround about them, that deſpiſe them. The *' 
Promiſe ts true, Faith and Patience & our work. | 
© - + 3, "Tf thou art a Soul that knoweſt the Plague of | 
_ thizeown Heart, anll aft in ſome meaſuredeliver- | - 
ed from it, thou' haſt endugh, and God will Lear | 
thee in his. Arms, and bring thee toh:mſelf, how- 
euvtr things may Le inthe World. BIRES 
... have this onely to requeſt of thee, That thou 
aorldft look: this little Piece through, "and" if one 
page ſnit not thy caſe, another may. - <a 
ſpirutual Welfare in any meaſure, *Ovve'Ged the 
Glory, and beg that: he may feel the puwer of all] _ 
Truth upon h#s heart ,which be recommend'to thee, Tin 
ard is thine to ſerve thee for Teſws ſakg, OS. 
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b | | Or, Some 
(MED tTATIONS 
e | Upon ISAIAH 4.2, | 


e | 

t | In that day ſhall the Branch of the Lord be 

e | beautiful and glorious, and the Fruit of 
| the Earth ſhall beexcellent and comely, 

I ' for them that are eſcaped of 1frael. 


Hat you may have alittle light 

P| into theſe words, it will be 
Hy expedient to conſider two 
YI things: T. What we are to 
Q underftand by the Branch of 
AC) N the Lord, and the fruit of the 
bY Earth ; and 2ly. To what 
Time and what Perſons theſe words do relate, 
As for the former, you ſhall find in Scripture. 
| B there 
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2 EBEN-EZER, ; 
there is one who is called the Branch, Zac. 6.12, * of 
Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, Behold the + H 
man whoſe name is the BRANCH and Zac. 3.8, | 
For Lehold, I will lring forth my Servant the | hy 
Branch : in theſe Scripur&s, and alſo in the | 
Scripiure I am upon, by Branch we are to un- 
derſtand Jeſus Chriſt ; and that we are to take ' 
Chriſt to'be thereby intended, is evident from | ,7; 
Fer.23.5,6. Behold the days come,ſauh the Lord, | bf 
that I will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, | 
and a King ſhall reigs and proſper, and ſhall exe- | he 
cute Fudgement and Fuſtice in the Earth ; in his | c 
days Fudah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ” 
ſafely, and this is his Name whereby he ſhall be 77 
called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, or Fehovah | @ 
our Righteouſneſs : He that is the Lord owr Righte- | h 
ouſneſs, is this Branch, and that 1s certainly the ' 
Lord Jeſus: He is called the Branch of the F 
Lord upon the account of his Divine Nature, | = 
that he is the Son of God, the onely begotten boys 
of the Father, that lay in his Boſom from Eter- ; 
nity ; asalſo b2cauſe he was a Branch growing | 1", 
out and appearing in his glory and ſplendour, }”* 
before the Sons of Men, by the appointment ol: 
and Decree of the Father, 4 - 
As for the Frut.of the Earth, who may that no 
be > You find ſometimes in Scripture, Jeſus|** 
Chriſt is ſaid to be 4 Red ont of the Stems of Feſſe, 
and a Branch growing out of his Roots, Iſa,11.1, 


Aud there ſhall come forth a Road ont of the Stem | on 
7” 


un 
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; EBEN-EZER, 3 
” | of Feſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow out of his Roots ; 
* | He is ſo called upon account of his humane Na- 
;, | ure; as he is Man, he is of the Seed of David, 
*” } and upon the ſame ſcore he is here termed the 
1 | Fruit of the Earth ; Chriſt, the Branch of the 
4 | Low, as he is Man, is of earthly extra and 
© | Original ; Man is of the Earth, and Chriſt as 
D ' Man, is made of the ſame mould with the reſt 
*f : of the Children of Men ; he was made Man, 
"2 and being of the Seed of the Woman, he is 
©” | bere called the Fruit of the Earth, Thus mich 
"for anſwer to the firſt Enquiry, Who is meant 
_ by = Branch of the Lord, and the Fruit of the 
| Earth, IR 

ab ' Secondly, To what Time and Perſons do 
= | theſe Words refer.? For there isa certain time 
"© unto Which theſe words have relation ; i» That 

* !day; in what day is that ? it is a day of flaugh- 
©» |ter, a day of great calamity ; for it refers unto 
= {the end of the foregoing Chapter without all 
”— [diſpute : in the 25 and 26 Verſes it is ſaid, Thy 
"> \e# ſhall fall by the Sword, and thy mighty inthe 
war, and her Gates ſhall lament, and ſhe being de- 
folate ſhall fir upon the ground : \t relates to a 
time when much ſlaughter ſhould be made, 
ſlaughter to a deſolation, when men ſhould be 
ſ exceedingly weeded out of the Earth, then 

"2 ſhall the Branch of the Lord be beautiful and glo= 
'rious, and the Fruit of the Earth excellent and 
Lomely, Tf that be the iflue of Deſolation, we 

B 2 need 
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needthe leſs matter it. But unto what Perſons 
doth this word relate? I anſwer primatily, un- 
to the Jewith People, and unto thoſe among 
them that ſhould ſurvive and out-live the Ca- 
lamities that do befall them ; 1t relates unto 
the ſurviving People among the Jews : The 
Branch of the Lord ſhall be beautiful and glorious, 
and the Fruit of the Earth excellent and coms!y, 
for them that eſcape, and them that eſcape of //- 
rael': It relates, ſecondanily - (I ſuppoſe) and 
may indifferently have ſome reſpe&t to all the 
People of God ; or more largely, to all thoſe 
unto whom the Goſpel of Chritt ſhall come, 
and they be thereby prevailed upon : as ſras/ 


in Scripture was a name unto all the: Jewiſh | 
Nation unto whoml the Oracles of God were | 
committed, and they owned a ſubjeRion to | 
them ; ſo it may have reſpect unto all in all | 


tines of the Goſpel, brought over to Chriſt, 
who, falling under ſore Calamities, have this 
orace allowed them, to ſurvive and out-live 
thoſe days of diftreſs. This may ſerve to give 
light into the words; and two Truths I would 
note from them, which lie fairly in them, and 
which-I. judge as pertinent unto the preſent 
circumſtances under which we fall, as any in 
oma Scripture that I know of in the Book of 
God, 

Dar. 1, That it # a proper iſſue and a good 
effect of ſlaughtering-Tudgement, upon them wo 

, | ave 
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have eſcaped the ſlanghter, to have (Chriſt become 
glorious and excellent unto them, And 

2, That theiſſue of all thoſe dreadful deſtroy- 
ing Fudgements that ſhall break forth in thewworld, 
ſhall be the putting of glory upon the head of Chriſt, 
and that glory upon Chriſt ſhall be to the good and 
benefit of thoſe of Iſrael that ſhall eſcape the ſlaugh- 
Ter, * 

I (hall bzgin with the firſt, namely, That it 
5 a good iſſue of Slaughtering-Judgements, upon 
them that out-lrve ſuch calamities, that Chriſt is 
become glorious and excellent 1n their accounts : 
The Words do certainly r2late to a Time of 
oreat (laughter, ſuch a {laughter that Fersſalens - 
(which was once a very populous City) and the 


| places of the greateſt concourſe in it, which 
{ were the Gates (for in the Gates Juſtice was 
! executed, and thicher was a confluence of per- 

ſons from all parts) bur ſuch ſhould b2 the 


Naughter that her Gates ſhould lament, and 
mourn, and become deſolate ; at this time 
there were ſome (ſhould eſcape, (God' uſeth to 
have a remiining Remnant whea his diſplea- 
ſure is at higheſt) and what ſhould this fad 
Judgement work upon them that ſhould re- 
main ? The Branch of the Lord ſhould become 
olorious among them : You read in the 78 
Pſalm, verſ, 34,35. When he ſlew them, then they 
ſought him, and they returned, and enquired early 
after God, and they remem!red that God was their 

BÞ 3 Rock, 
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Rock, and the high God their Redeemer : ' When 
he ſlew them, thatis, when he came forth with | 
flaughtering Judgements, as he did ſometimes 
againſt Iſrael ; and particularly, God ſmote 
them with Plagues more then once : now what 
did they that remained and were left alive do ? 
they began to have more high and awful 
thoughts of the Lord then before, the eſteem of 
him was a little raiſed in their hearts ; they re- ! 
membred he was their Rock,and the bigh God their | 
Redeemer ; thus far they went well, onely that 
which followeth ſpoiled all; in verfſ. 36, 37. | 
Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their month, 
and they lied unto him with their tongues ; for 
their heart was not right with him, nether were | 
they fledfaft in his Covenant : if really the eſteem | 
of the Lord had been raiſed in their hearts, ' 
they had bzen an excellent People, and the | 
Lords Judgements had wrought kindly, You '! 
ſhall find the Lord complains for the want of | 
ſuch a ſpirit in Hoſ.11,7, God called there to | 
the People, and how? He called by mercy ; 
T drew them with the cords of a man, with the 
bands of love, veil. 4. that is, I treated rhem 
kindly ; he called them by Judgements, as you | 
ſee in verſ.6. The Sword ſhall abide on his Cittes, | 
ard ſhall conſume his Branches, and devour them, | þ 
what did God expect ſhould be the anſwer unto | , 
his Call, and the fruit of all his Diſpenſations? } ,. 
it was that they ſhould have exalted him, ho- | $ 
noured 
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hen | noured him, and admired him at a greater rate 
ith | then before ? but becaule they did nor, God 
NS } took it ill, and reckoned tha! his Providences 
Ot | had not a kindly reception among them. Pſal. 
hat | 2.6, Yet (favs he) have 1 ſet my King upon my 
o? holy Hill of Sion ; which words are not onely a 
ful Prophecy concerning that Kingdom Chnlt 
of | (h+ll have, but declazative of that Kingdom 
7e- | he hath, wiz. his Providential Kingdom, by 
er | which he manages and governs affairs in the 
"at | World ; now in the management of it what 
37+ | doth he do? ſometimes, as in verſ.9. he rules 
th,\ :hem with a Rod of Iron, and daſhes in pieces like 
for | a Potters Veſſel ; bur what ſhould they do that 
re | ſhould out-live ſuch Providences ? you thatl— 
*M | ſee the Fruit that ſhould grow upon this Root, 
ts, | Kiſs the Son leſt he be avgry, and ye periſh from 
he the way ; Chriſt expeAs when he is abroad with 
ou |! his Iron Rod, and daſhing Earthen Veſlels to 
of | picces, as he hath this day, they that Rand on 
tO | their feet not daſhed to pieces, as others of the 
) 3 | ſame mould, he expects higher thoughts of him- 
he ! ſelf, and to be more eſteemed by them ; and 
M if he fail of his expeRation, let them remember 
ou | that they are bur Clay, and therefore in- the 
» | Way, not out of danger. Fer.51.50. Te that 
3 | have eſcaped the Sword, go away, ſtand nat ſtill ; 
tO | remember the Lord afar off, and let Jeruſalem 
come into your mind : God was abroad with the 
2 | Sword, it may be the material Sword, and it 
:d B 4 may 
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may be with ſuch a Sword of the Angel as he 
hath lately been cutting Withall; what ſhould 
the Eſcaped do ? Remember the Lord : Re- 
member him, you will ſay,what is that > Give 
me leave to open it unto you a little, becauſe I 
ſhall uſe the term again anon; To remember 
the Lord, implies two things among others : ' 
1. To have the heart wrought up into the 


fear of the Lord, to ſanctifie his Name ; Re- | 
memler the Sablath, to keep it holy; that is, | 


ſanRifie the Sabbath : ſo remember the Lord, 
that is,fear him, let his Name be great, his ho- 
nour be dear unto thee. Remember thy Creator ; 
whatis that? itis, Give up thy ſelf unto the 
Lord, reniember who he 1s, and what he is,and 
what he calls for from thee : when a People 
lin againſt the Lord, they are ſaid to forget him 
many times ; ſo ſuitably to remember him , 1s 
to feat him , to honour him, and lift up his 
Name. 

2. To remember the Lord, is to love and de- 
light in him, to havea great eſteem of him ; as 
the Lord ſaith, Fer.31.20, Is Ephraim my dear 
Sor ? tt he apleaſant Child ? ſince I fpaks againſt 
him, 1 do earneſtly remember him : Gods remem- 
bring Ephraim, was higlove to and delight in 
Ephraim; ſo our mens the Lord, 1s our 
loving of and delighring in him : and this is the 
frame that ſhould be tound upon the hearts of 
them that eſcape ſore Calamittes, To fear and 
| mag- 
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EBEN-EZER, 9 
maenifie, to love and delight in him : This in- 
deed is a right Spirit, and it is called for elſe- 
where,Ezek.6.9. And they that eſcape of you ſhall 
remember me among the Nations whither they 
ſhall te carried Captives: Time was when [ſrael 
had few and ſlight thoughts of God their Re- 
deemer, but when GOD had been at work a- 


-mong them by ſevere ſtrokes, thoſe that did 


eſcape of them, their Spirits ſhould be much a- 
mended, much altered for the better ; they 
ſhould come and love him and fear him, fo as 


| they did nor before : So 1ſa, 10.20. Ard it ſhall 


come to paſs in that day ; what day was that? a 
day of great flaughter : for, verſ\. 19. The reſt of 
the Trees of hs Forreſt ſhall be few, that a Child 
may write them ; a Child that is 'but a bad A- 
rithmetician ſhould be able to number them 
that {hould remain, the ſmallneſs of them 
ſhould be ſuch : Ir ſhall come to paſs, that the 
Remnant of Iſrael, and ſuch as are eſcaped of the 
houſe of Facoi, ſhall no more again ſtay upon him 
that ſmote them, but ſhall ſtay upoz the Lord, the 
holy Que of 1ſrael in truth : Raying upon the 
Lorxd,.1s an Ac of Faith, and Ads of Faich do 
oreatly glorifis Chrift , and ſpeak the Heart 
much delighted in him ; if thou be'{t not taken 
with him, thou wil: never act Faith upon him: 
But this was the Fruic that this eſcaping Rem- 
nant ſhould bring: forth, and is that which God 
expects from preſerved ones in a day of ſlaughter, 

All 
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All this confirms the Truth I have been dri- 
ving at; and in the proſecution of it, I (hall 
propoſe two things to be ſpoken to : 

x. To ſhow what Engagement there lieth 
upon them that efcape in a day of ſlaughter, to 
be thereby led unto an efteem of Chrilt ; why 
it ſhould render this Brazch of the Lord, and 
Fruit of the Earth, beautiful and olorious i in 
their eyes. 

2, When thoſe that do eſcape may conclude 
their eſcaping hath this iflue and effe& upon 
their Souls. And 


3. Try what Improvement we may make of | 


this Truth. 

Firſt, How doth our eſcaping in a time of 
Calamity, lay an engagement upon the heart 
to prize and value Chritt the more ? 1 ſuppoſe 
it is very natural ; 1 would evidence it in four 
or fve things. 

I, Chriſt hath the management of all _ 
vidences, and ſurely then of ſuch as theſe ; 
Sword goeth not thorow a Land, nor a _ 
thorow : a City, Country, or Town, but Chriſt 


hath a great hand in it: Foh.3.35, The Father | 
loverh the $ on, and hath groen all things into bis | 
hand ; the Father out of his great love unto his | 
Son, and confidence he hath in him, that he | 


will do nothing but what is well, hath commit- 
ted the management of all Providences into 
- his hands ; he hath given him the powet of life 
and 
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and death in the World , and where he will he 
ſpares, and where he will he ſlayes : the Peo- 
ple of God (repreſented under the: notion of 
the two Witneſſes) it is ſaid of them, that they 
have a kinde of power to kill Pople as they 
will, Rev. 11.6, Theſe (meaning the two Wit- 
neſſes) have power to ſhut Heaven, that it rain 
not wn the days of their Prophecy, and have power 
over Waters, toturn them unto Blood, and to ſmite 
the Earth with Plagnes as often as they will , but 
their power is but1n a way of Prayer ; through 


* the great intereſt they have in the Lord, and 
! his Chriſt, they can do much, and carry a great 


ſtroke for or againit a People : But now the 
power of Chriſt is abſolute, he can do and go- 
vern in this matter as he pleaſeth ; and why 
hath he this power ? look Foh.5.22,23. The 
Father judgeth no man , but hath committed all 
Fudgement unto the Son: by judging here, I hum- 
bly conceive, Ruling and Government, order- 
ing and diſpoſing of things in the World, is in- 
tended, Which the Father doth not do without, 
but by the Son; the matter is left unto him,and 
why 2? That all men might honour the Son even as 


' they honour the Father ; therefore is this Go- 


| verninent committed unto the Branch of the 


© OOTY 


| Lord, that it might gain him the more eſteem : 


We that have ſeen to much of Chriſt in theſe 
his Diſpenſations, ought it not to have this ef- 
fe& upon our hearts,to teach us to honour the Son 
as we honour the Father ? Eſpecially, A 
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2. Conſidering, That that Eſcape which you | 


and I have in a day of Calamity, it is through 
the Son; 1f thou dot eſcape, this Branch of 
tne Lord hath agreat handinit; however we 
may rob Chriſt of his hononr, and attribute it 
unto ſecond Cauſes, yet indeed and in truth, 
the matter is in Chiilts hand : You read of a 
Retiring- Chamber for the People of God in 
days of Calamity, 1ſa.26.20, Come my People, 
enter into your Chamber, and (hat the doors about 
you, hide your ſelves for a little manent, until my 
:ndignation be over-paſt : Are there Retiring- 
Chambers in the day of Gods Controverhie, 
when he comes to contend, and ſmite down un- 
to the Earth ? I might ask the queſtion, Where 


are they ? and ſay as David, Pial.139.7,0c. | 


Whit her (hall I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall 
I flee from thy preſence ? if I aſcend up into Hea- 
ven, thou art there ; if 1 make my bed in Hell, 
behold thou art there , if 1 take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the 
Sea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, aud thy 
right hand ſhall hold me : Where may a man be 
hid in the day of Gods anger? I*would ſay, 
Retire into Chriſt, he 15 a Rock of ſhelter, he 
is the eMmnition of Rocks where the Soul ſhall 


be hid, it is the man Chriſt Jetfus ſhall ba Co- | 


vert from the ſtorm, a hiding place in the day of 
diſtreſs, ſuitable unto waich the Pſalmitt ſpeaks 
in Pſalm 32.7. Thor art my hiding-place, thou 


ſhalt 
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' (halt preſerve me from trouble, thou ſhalt compaſs 


me about with Songs of Deliveraxce : Soul, art 
thou preſerved ? 1t 1s Chriſt hath been thy hi- 
ding place. There were ſome in the days of 
David's Calamity ſcoffed at him, and bid him 
flee as a Bird unto his Mountain ; but ſee what he 


| faith, Pſal.11.1T. In the Lord I put my truſt, how 
| ſay ye to my Soul, Flee as a Bird to your CMonun- 


tain ? It was a Pſalm penn'd in the time when 
he fled from Saxl (as I\conceive) andit is as if 
he ſhould ſay, It 1s true,\l have recourſe fome- 
times unto this and that Mountain, and 1do go 
up and-down from place'to place to be hid from 
the hand of Sax, but I go as God leads me, as 
Chriſt goes before me ; and where-ever I am, 
and which way ſo ever I look, it is the Lord is 
my Refuge, from him I expechmy ſecurity. 
You read, Ezek, 1.26. of a Throne, and upon the 
Throne there was one like unto a man ; that Man 
was the Man Chritt Jelus; the Throne upon 
which he ſat,is the Throne of his Providential 
Kingdom, Where he fits and governs all things 
in the World,and where he fits to order all the 
matters in the following part of this Prophecy, 
Now ſee what he doth upon thisThrone of his ; 


' Aud the Lord ſaid #nto him, (that is, the Man 


cloathed with Linen,that had the Writers Ink- 
horn by his fide) Go through the midſt of Feru- 
falem, and ſet a mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that ſigh, and that cry for all the Abomina= 
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tions that be done in the midſt thereof ; and to the 


others he ſaid, Go ye after him through the City, | 
and ſmite, let not your eye ſpare, neither have ye | 


pity : ſlay niterly, old and young, both maids and 
little children, and women, but come not near any 
pon whom #5 the mark,, &c. I gather hence that 
it is Chriſt hath the marking men for deſtructi- 
on or preſervation : he upon the Throne of his 
Providential Kingdom, governs and orders for 
preſerving or deſtroying in a day of ſlaughter ; 
therefore if thou art kept, know who hath been 
thy Keeper. This was typified in the Caſe of 
Aaron, in that ſore Plague, Numb, 16,46, 8c. 
And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, Take a Cenſer, and 
pt fire therein from off the Altar, and put on In- 
cenſe, and go quickly unto the Congregation, and 
make an attonement for them, for there #s wrath 
gone out from the Lord, the Plague s begun : and 
Aaron took as Moſes commanded him, and ran rnto 
the midſt of the Congregation, & behold the plague 
was Legun among the People ; and he put on Incenſe 
and made an atonement, and ſtood between the dead 
and the living, and the Plague was ſtayed. Aaron 
he was the High Prieſt, and in that Office a 
oreat Type of Chriſt, and in this ation a great 
Type of Chriſt alſo ; it is he, by his interceſ- 
fion and mediation, ſteps in between the Li- 
ving and thz Dead; if thou art not fallen a- 
mong them that fall, it is becauſe this Aaron 
hath ttept in to thy help, becauſe he hath reſcu. 
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ed thee, and been a Preſervation unto thee, 


! The 68th Pſalm is a PizIm applicable to Chriſt, 


witneſs that paſſage 1n the 18th verſe, T hou haſt 
aſcended up on high thou haſt led captivity captioey 
and received Gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious 
alſo, that the Lord God m1ght dwell among them , 
This, you know, 1s ſpoken of and applied unto 
Chriſt by the Apoſtle in the Epiſtle ro the Ephe- 
frans, Chap.4, mark now what follows in this 
68th Pſalm, verſ. 26, He that us our God #5 the 
God of Salvation, and unto God the Lord belong the 


| zſſues from death : This 1s alſo ſpoken of Chriſt, 


unto him belong the iflues from death; ſo that 
if thou art ſpared, and ſaved in a day of {laugh- 
ter, it is from the Lord, thou muſt ſay thou haſt 
had this iflue from death, Thar which I drive 
at, is this, (that you may not loſe my defign) 
Have you not'cauſe, great cauſe, to ſee that che 
Branch of the Lord by your eſcape be rendered 
ſo much the mote excellent and comely to you, 
fince what eſcape you have, is through him ? if 
you are preſerved, it is by Chriſt, unto whom 
you are beholding for your preſervation, 

3. Further, The eſcaping of ſlaughrer ſhould 
render the Lord beautiful and glotous to you, 
ſeeing it 18 from him thar thou hatt not onely 
thy Eſcaping, but the Good of thy Eſcave ; not 
onely the Thing ic ſeif, burthe Mercy with it ; 
by him it is ble{ſzd unto you, if 1t be bleſſed, 
Some there are (and O unhappy they ! ) unto 

Whom 


16 EBEN-EZER., 
whom every thing is accurſed, Pſal,69.22, Let | | 
their Table become a ſnare lefore them, and that | 
which ſhould have Leen for therr welfare, let it Le- || þ 
come a trap, Every enjoyment 1s a ſnare unto pi 
ſome ; The curſe of. the Lord us mm the Houſe of || i 
the Wicked , Prov. 3433. Some men ,. though | 
they have houſes to hide their heads in, and it ſy; 
may be many things in them that Jook like wer- || of 
ces, they are yet curſes to them ; poſſibly their Þ|ch 
houſes are full of the things of this World, | 1, 
Waters of a full Cup may be rung out unto | ſu, 
them, their Eyes may ſtand out with fatneſs, [rc 
and they may have more then Heart can Wiſh ; jth, 
they may have. Basket and Store, and yet be [flo 
curſed both in the Basket and in the Store : it [be , 
may be their Houſes are full of Children, and a1; 
the Subſtance they leave is left unto their JV, 
Babes, as is the Pſalmitts expreſſion ; but they [con 
are curſed alſo in tne fruit of their Womb : it Ib, 
may be Health and Life are within their Walls, [Ng 
not one fick, not one dead, all preſerved, and |ſanq 
well; but yetit1s not well, for this their pre- orgy 
ſervation is not bleſſed. Let me tell you, that ſnot 
read theſe lines, As God ſmites tome in anger, 
in anger alſo ſometimes he forbears ro ſmire ; 
therefore in Iſa.1.5. Why ſhould you Le ſmitten | 
any more ? It was a word of great diſpleaſure : 
The efcaping of ſome may bz curſed unto them; Þ 
bur if thy eicape be bleſſed unto thee, and 
thou haſtit, and the mercy with it, thou art be- 
holding 
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holding unto Chriſt for both : Some are pre- 
ſervedin love ; ſweet is that expreſſion, and 
happy they that can ſay ſo,1ſa.38.17.Bebold for 
peace Þ had preat bitterneſs, bat thox haſt 1 love 
to my Soul delivered it fromthe pit of corruption ; 
He was not onely delivered from the pit of corrup- 
tion, but delivered 1n love nnto his Soul, in a way 
of Mercy and ſpecial kindneſs : happy they 
that can ſay, Thou haſt given me this eſcape in 
love to my Soul ! But how comes a Soul to have 
ſuch a Dzliverance, and to have it in love too ? 
from that general word, Gez.22.18, there 1s 


3 Ithe fountain-head from whence our mercies 


flow, 1: thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth 
be bieſſed ; in Abraham's Seed (meaning Canſt) 
all the Blefſings cone , that come upon the 


IWorld : Whatever comes to thee or me, if it 


come as a Bleſling, it is through the Szed of A- 
braham, and upon that ſcore we are to place it. 
Now if thou do'it eſcape, and this Eſcape be 


rem 


ſe: 


ſanRifed unto thee, and all this be bur Fruit 
orowing upon this Branch of the Lord, ſhould 
not thy Eſcape render the Lord Jeſus the more 
amiable to thy Soul }? | 
4. Thou haſt not onely the mercy of thy E- 
ſcape,from Chrilt, but $kill ro walk under it be- 
omingly ; Vain man would be wiſe, thigh be ts 


2M; Porn as the wild Aſſes Colt, untoward, uatracta- 


and 


be-Jf there be any thing of Wiſdom given bim,it is 
10g | C 


le, 200d for nothing, unruly and perverſe,and 


from 
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from this fountain, x Cor. 1.30. it is Chriſt that 
is made of God unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Santtification and Redemption; it 1s 1n him are 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
and from him communicated and given down 
unto poor Creatures ; as\ Paul, Phil.4.12,13. 
ſaith, 1 know both how to be abaſed, and I know 
how to abound ; every where and in all things I am 
zuſtrubted, both to be full, and to be hungry ; both 
to abound, and to ſuffer need; 1 can do all thugs 
through Chriſt that ſlrengthneth me : that is, I 
can do all wiſely, I can uſe and manage every 


Providence rightly : and how canſt thou do this; | 


Paul ? Through Chriſt that ſtrengthens me. So 


touſe Aflictions and Diſtrefles, Miſeries and | 


Mercies becomingly, thy firength is in Chriſt, | þ:i 


and from him it muft be communicated unto | 
thee ; and therefore the ſence of this ſhould : 


much endear Chriſt unto thy Soul, that not only 
the Mercy of an Eſcape is from him, but alſo 
Wiſdom to uſe, and n1ghtly to manage it, To 
Which adde, | 
5. That by Jeſus Chriſt, this Branch of the 
Lord, we have not onely an Eſcape in time of 
common Calamity, but greater and better 
things, which by our Eſcape we may be led un- 
to tne confideration and meditation of : Cer- 
tain it is, that through this Branch of the Lord, 
we have ſalvations of more kinds then one : in 
that 68th Pſalm, verſ,20. where it is ſaid, mY 
that 


” 


pf wo Q vw 


t : 
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that ts our God is the God of Salvation ; Funins + 
renders it thus, He# a God powerful to all kiydes 
of Salvation ; or as the Hebrew is, He us the 
God of Salvations, in the plural number : So is 
it with Souls that have really Grace and Mercy 
from Chriſt, they have Salvations of divers 
ſorts : they have Salvation from Sin, from that 
power and dominion that fin is wont to have in 
the Soul, they are wonderfully by Chriſt deli- 
vered from that bondage;and Chriſt had there- 
fore his Name Jeſus, Mat. 1. 21. Becauſe he 
ſhall ſave his People from their ſins : Though the 
Canaautes may dwell in. the Land, they ſhall 
become tributary,they ſhall nor fit at the Stern 


{turning the Soul which way they pleaſe, Chit 


brings Salvation from Hell, he hath the Key 


of David, that ſhuts and no man openeth, and 
opens and no man ſhuts ; he delivereth from 


wrath to come, I Theſ. 1. 10, Salvation from 
fin, and the moſt diſmal iflues and conſequen- 
ces thereof, and from a temporal deliverance, 
the Soul hath occaſion to conſider and think of 
theſe Salvations. Pſal.103. I ſuppoſe might 
be penn'd upon the occafion of ſome temporal 
deliverance, for this reaſon, becauſe the Pſal- 
miſt ſaith in the fourth verſe, The Lord did heal 
bus diſeaſes, and redeemed his life from deſtruttion; 
what doth this make the Pſalmit think of 7 1n 
verſ. 3: Who forgiveth all thine wmquities, who 
bealeth all thy diſeaſes; it made him think of 
dC 2 Dar - 
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deliverance, was raiſed to think of ſome higher || * 
pieces of kindneſs, ſa. 38.17. T hou haſt in love ] 
to my Soul, delivered it from the pit of corruption, | © 
for thou haſt caſt all my ſins behind my back, Now || 1 
if from this Branch of.the Lord you havethis J = 
fruit, not onely of an Eſcape from temporal } * 
evil, but freedom alſo from greater ; and the | * 
eſcape from remporal ones, help to zaiſe up the | © 
Soul to conſider its intereſt in higher things ; | © 
then your Eſcape it ſelf ſhould render Chriſt \ 
more dear and precious to you then he hath # n 
been in times paſt, This thzrefore may ſerve | ** 
for the ground of the point,why the Soul ſhould 4 
from its Eſcape have higher Thoughts of | ® 
Chriſt, Sn 

I come now to the ſecond thing propounded }{ h; 
for proſecution of this Dorine : When may a ; i 


poor heart have ſome cauſe to conclude its E- | 

ſcape hath this effe& attending it, That it is | C 

accompanied with more precious thoughts of | 

this Branch of the Lord ? _ 
I anſwer to it in hve things : 

1, If in thy Eſcape thou findelt thy heart | © 
more crucified unto the World, that it is gotten } 7 
out of thy heart beyond what it was, it is to be | 

fe 


hcped the Branch of the Lord grows in thy 
heart, and flouriſheth more then it did. i wo i 
| . thi nks | 
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thinks it is With the heart of a poor Crea- 


_ | ture, with reſpe& to Chriſt and the World, as 


| it is between the Sea and. Land ; the Sea ſome- 
times breaks out, and overflows much of the 
Earth ; you can very hardly recover any Land 
out of the Sea, and be able to fence it our, or if 
you do, it is at every turn ready to break in a- 
vain, and ſwallow up all that hath been recove- 
red out of it : this World breaks in like a Sea, 
and ſwallows up the hearts of many poor Crea- 
tures, it drinks up their Souls, Eccleſ.3.11. 
eAlſo he hath ſet the World in their Hearts ; the 


ef World is ſo rooted in them that it over-1uns 
th | them: Some are called in Scripture the men of 
ye | this World, Pſal. 17,14. From men of this World, 
Id 4 Phich have their portion 11 this life ; and they 
of | aecalled the Men of this World, becauſe there 
' 1snothing elſe they love and delight in : How 

-4 |-bard a thing is it for Chriſt to get ground upon 
= the Heart, ſo as to fence out this World ; wit- 
" neſs that caſe, Luk,18, when one comes unto 
ig | Chriſt, and ſaith, Good Maſter, what ſhall I do to 
of | inherit eternal Life ? he bid him at laft, ver.22. 
Go ſell all thou haſt, and diſtribute unto the Poor, 

and thou ſhalt have treaſure in Heaven, and come 

int | 41:4 follow me : and when he heard this he was ve- 
en | 77 ſorrowful,for he was veryrich. Some of whom 
be | it is hoped ſometimes are recovered out of the 
hy World, and the World in ſome 200d meaſure 


Ce i 


fenced out of their hearts,thart one would think 
| C3 there 
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there were no great danger of its returning;yet | 
it again breaks in like a' torrent, and carries | 


them away, ſo thac all their Profeſſion comes to 
nothing : This World is a Sea that drowns 
thoulands , thouſands of Profeſſors are by it 
born down headlong, yet ſome through the 
power of Chrift over-cotne the World, 1Fohn 


5. 4.Whoever is born of God overcometh the world; | 
and this is the wittory we have over the World, 


even our Faith, Then the World 1s ſaid to be 
overcome, When it is fallen in a mans eſteem 
and love ; When a Soul 15 convinced what Ido- 


by 
latry it is, for this World to rule in the heart ; 


for Covetouſneſs 1s Iiolatry ; when the Soul | 
comes to ſee that all below is empty, periſh- 7 
ing, and vain, and that that fades in the very | 
uſing, then 1t is overcome in ſome good mea- | 


ſure. Now Soal, if thou canſt ſay that thy 


Elcape in the day in which God frowned upon | 


the Wo;1d, hath made thee ſee all to be vanity 
and vexation of Spirit, and that thy heart is an 
enre:tainment for ſomething more noble, it is 
to bz hoped :nat Chriſt hath gained upon thee. 
Pſal.4.5.10,11, Hearken,O Daughter, and conſs- 
der, andencliue thine ear, forget alſo thine own 
Kindred and thy Fathers Houſe, ſo ſhall the King 
greatly deſire thy Beauty ; for hes thy Lord, and 
worſhip thou him, You muſt not worſhip the ' 
World : then you worthip it,when it hath that | 
place in the Heart that Chriſt ſhould only poſ- | 


ſeſs; | 
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ſeſs ; but if the love of this World be rooted 
out, it 1s to be hoped that the love unto Chriſt 
hath expelled ir, and the fight of Canriſt more 
excellent, hath made thee trample upon theſe 
cerrene objets, It was Moſes his ardent love 
unto Chriſt, that made him eſteem the reproaches 
of (| hriſt, greater riches then the treaſures of E- 
gypt, Heb.r1.26, It was his value for Chriſt, 
made him under-value theſe things, 1 defire 
I might reach every of your Conſciences that 
read theſe lines, it God will own me fo far, I 
would urge it upon you ; We are yet. eſcaped 
through infinite mercy, hath your eſcaping had 
this effect, to raiſe up in you higher thoughts 
of Chriſt than formerly 2 Can you witneſs it 
by this evidence? You are poſſibly , ſome of 
you, thoſe that have had much to do 1n the 
World, and concernments of it ; if you have 
not been entangled by it,and found that it hath 
been very apt to getupon your hearts, I muſt 
ſay, Either you know not your hearts, 'or you 
have ſped much better then moſt in your capa- 
City : But can you ſay, It 1s now turn'd out of 
doors ? that the leaſure-time you have had, 
hath helped you to look above this Earth, to 
view things of a more excellent nature ; and 
Chriſts glory hath ſo raviſhed your Souls, that 
you can ſay that there is nothing that your ſouls 
love above or equal with him ? Put it to your 
Conſciences, I charge it upon you as your duty 
from the Loxd, And, C 4 A. If 


\ 
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2, If you can ſay, Sin 1s out of your Heart 
more then it was, it 1s to be hoped Chriſt is 
there; if that be down, Chriſt is ſet up, for 
theſe ſtand in oppoſition toeach other ; it mul 
be thefall of the one,that muſt raiſe the other : 
the Diſpenſations of God are direRed unto the 
deſtruction of Sin in the hearts of his People ; 
if he correct, it is a Rad to whip out the Folly 
bound up in their Hearts : and he hath ſaid that 
the fiuit of ſuch Providences ſhould be the ta- 
king away of fin, 1[a.27.9. By this ſhall the ini- 
quity of Facob be purged, and the ts all the fruit, 
to take away bis Sin : If he (hew kindneſs, it is 
to deſtroy fin, to purge that out of the Heart, 
Ezth,36,25,26. Then will I ſprinkle clean Wa- 
rer upon you, and ye ſhall, be clean ; from all your 
filthineſs and from all yoar 1dols will T cleanſe you, 
anew Heart alſo will I give you, and a new Spurit 
will Iput within yon, and take away the ſtony heart 
aud give you a heart of fleſh, It relates unto them 
that ſhould eſcape publick Calamities, which 
ſhould be attended with the purging away of 
Sin ; and if you can ſay that fin 1s fallen in your 
love, it is to be hoped Chriſt 1s raiſed. It is 
dztween Sin and Chriſt as it was between the 
Houſe of David and Saul, 2 Sam.3.1. T here was 
long war Letween the Houſe of Saul and the Houſe 
of David, but David waxed ſtronger and ſtronger, 
ard the Houſe of Saul weaker aud weaker ; as the 
Houſe of Sau! weakened, ſo the Houſe of = 
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vid trengthened ; as Sin weakens in the Soul, 
Chriſt gerteth ground : I may ſay of the luſts 
that are in the Soul, as God ſometimes ſaid 
concerning Amalek, 1 Sam.15.3. Go and ſmite 
Amalech, and utterly deſtroy all that they have, 
and ſpare them not, but flay both Man and Woman, 
Infant and Suckling, Camel and Aſs: the Luſts 
in the heart are deſtined unto utter deſtruci- 
on, God would have them killed, and not one 
ſpared, not an eAgag left alive, I would put 


. the queſtion unto you,the Lord help you to put 


it home to your Souls ; You that are eſcaped, 
is all ſlain in your Souls, that is wont to ſtand 
up againſt Chriflt ? 1s there not an Agag ſpa- 
red ? I with (if you ſay that Sin is killed) the 


| Lord may not ſay unto you, as Samnel ſaid to 
| Saul, verſ.14. What they means the bleating of 


the Sheep,aud the lowingof the Oxenin mine ears ? 
What means that priae, paſſion, earthly-mind- 
edneſs, in the hcart of the People of God? if 
Sin be not brought down,Chrilt is not exalted; 
if Sin be where 1t was, Chriſt is where he was; 


| the Branch of the Lord is aot made b:autiful 


and glorions, though his kindneſs thould have 
had that effe& upon you. 

3. If you can ſay that are eſciped, That the 
Saints are become more precious unto you, it 
is to be hoped that Ch:1ltt is become to alſo : 


| Many Souts have had very precious thoughts 
| of Saints, great efteen of th:m, much love for 


tizm, 
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them ; Pſal,16.1. My goodneſs extends yot t0 
thee, but unto the Saints, and to the Excellent, in 
whon: is all my delight, Now love to Saints in- 
creai2th 2ccording as your love to Chriſt en- 
creaſetn: thou canſt not love a Saint, until 
thou haſt firſt loved Chriſt ; Col, 1.4. Since we 
heard of your faith in Chriſt Feſms,and of your love: 
that ye have to all Saints ; love to Saints follow- 
ed faith in Chriſt, 1 remember a good Soul, 
that hath been lately telling me, that this was 
his conſtant experience, According as my Soul 
o:0Ws 1n love to Chriſt, ſo it grows in love to 
Saints: Even as when the Springs grow higher, 
you may conclude a fwlneſs of water in thee place 
from whence they are fed ; ſo if the Saints are 


more precious then they were wont to be, he | 


that is the Fountain of all graceit 1s to be pre- 
ſumed,hath let in more of himſelf into thy Soul. 
Many of you that read theſe things poſſibly have 
been wont to be-the Companions of them that 
fear the Lord, and have met and convetrſed 
with them, bnt how have they been in your 
hearts? have they been dear, have they lodged 
in your Boſom ? 1t may be ſome will complain, 
Our Souls have not been ſo knit unto them as 
they ſhould have been ; but can you ſay, That 
fault is ſomewhat amended fince the Lord hath 
(ſhown you kindneſs, and not onely mark'd you | 


>. 


abs 


for, but ble(t you with preſerving-mercy ? : 
4. Thou mayſt hope thy Soul is growing in! 
; 
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boo 
" . 3, I © OD ENOOOR. 


EBEN-EZER, 


27 


its love unto Chriſt, if thou canſt ſay, ſince thy 
Eſcape thy Soul hungers more after Communi- 


on With him then it was wont todo, The na- 
tural iflue of Love is todefire Enjoyment ; and 
according as thy defires of enjoyment of com- 
munion with Chriſt are, ſo is thy love unto 
Chriſt, of this thou mayſt be confident : Many 
Souls that go up and down from one Duty to 3- 
nother, have not their hearts inflamed with 
holy defares to meet With Chriſt in ways of Du. - 
ty; and therefore it 1s ſaid of ſome, Their Ob- 
lations were vain, that is, becauſe not directed 
unto their proper ends :; The Lord (1ſa,64.5.) 
hath promiſed that he would weer with them 
that rejoyce and work Righteouſneſs, that remem- 
ber Him in thur ways: They that would ſee 
the Lord, meet with him, and hold fellowſhip 
with him, they ſhall be delighted in his Ap- 
proaches unto them. How is thy heart ?'if the 
Branch of the Lord be more glorious unto thee, 
thou wilt more deſire and breathe after*com- 
munion with God : Says the Spouſe, I ſought 
him whom my Soul loveth, I hope I write to 
ſome that know What communion with Chriſt 
means, it is that that all underſtand not ; it is 
a Riddle to many, I fear to ſome profeſſing 
Ones : If thou art taught of God, and Chrit 
hath to do with thy ſpirit , and thou att really 
a 2a:ner by thy eſcape, thou doſt encreaſe in 
longings after communion with Chriſt, 
5. Hereby 


& 
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5. Hereby it will appear that the Branch of 
the Lord is become beautiful and glorious unto 
thee who art eſcaped in this day of Diſtreſs, 
if there be a great care upon thy heart to be 
found living up unto every Duty which Chriſt 
requires and calls for at the hands of them that 
are eſcaped : every Metcy is a Call to Duty, & 
lays an obligation upon the heart to ſome Du- 
ties or other ; ſo this eminent Mercy of Pre- 
ſervation in the midſt of ſlaughtering-Provi- 
dences, hath a loud Call from Chriſt, to-live 1n 
an hearty reſpe& unto ſome eſpecial Duties 
that are enjoyned thee ; which are ſuch as 
theſe : 

I. Itis the requirement of Chriſt, That af- 
ter thou art eſcaped a Calamity, thou confider 
ſeriouſly, and ſeriouſly lay unto heart, and 
mourn for whatever provocation might cauſe 
him to ſhake the Rod over thee ; this is cer- 
tain,that the time of our eſcape, as well as our 
diſtreſs, ſhould make us ſeriouſly to confider, 
and having confidered, to mourn over what- 
ever abominations may have occahoned the 
Lord to come forth at ſuch a rate ; Scripture 
hath more then a little to ſay for this, Ezek. 36- 
31. Then ſhall you remember your own evil ways, 
aud your doings that were not good, and ſhall loath 
our ſelves in your own ſight, Fr Your Intquittes, 
and for your abominations, The time intended 


here, is the time when they ſhquld eſcape Ca- | 
lamities | 
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lamities that were upon that People, and God 
ſhould have wrought gracioufly for.them, Ther 
ſhall you remember your Own evil ways,not others 
onely, though you may remember others alſo; 
you may warrantably look abroad, confider the 
National fins and evils, but be ſure thou for- 
get not thy own ; and having remembred, to 
loath thy ſelf for them, to be offended with thy 
ſelf, that thou ſhouldſt have any hand in the 
procuting of any Judgement from the Lord. 
There is a great miſtake very common, whe- 
ther in Practice cr Judgement, I will not Rand 
to determine; We are not careful to mourn 0- 
ver our miſcarriages, but when the Rod is on 
our Backs; like Children, while the Rod is on 
their Backs they will cry and mourn, but when 


_ the Father ispacified,then forget wherefore he. 


Was contending, The time of your eſcape is 
to be a time for enquiry into your ways, and 
mourning over them : look a text or two, one 
you have Ezek,6.9. Aud they that Eſcape of 


| you ſhall remember me among the Nations whither 


they ſhallbe carried captives, becauſe 1 ambroken 
with their whoriſh heart , which hath departed 
from me, and with ther eyes which go a whoring 
after their Idols, and they ſhall loath themſelves 


| for the evils which they have committed in all their 


| abominations : obſerve what Fruit it is the Lord 
| expects from them that are eſcaped ; they ſhall 
| remember me,”and remember themſelves too, 


their 


f 
i 
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their ways and doings,and then ſhall loath then. 
ſelves :.to which adde, Ezek.7,16, Eſcape they 
ſhall, but being eſcaped there is a Duty lies 
upon them, They ſhould Le upon the Mountains 
as the Doves of the Valleys , every one mourning 
for his tatquity, The Babyloniſh Caprtives after 
they eſcaped out of Captivity, & out-lived the 
diltreſs that had buried many, you find that at 
that time there was found a ſpirit of mourning 
upon th:m ;, Ezra 9.3- is an evident teſtimony 
of it, And when I heard this thing, [rent my gar- 
ment and my mantle, and plucks off the hair of my 
head and of my beard, and ſat down aſtomed : thus 
did Ezra, and thus ſhould every one that eſca- 
peth the Day of Gods Controverfie. Now 
what is the frame of your hearts? truly all our 
hearing and knowing of what frame we ſhould 
be in, will Rand for little, unleſs you compare 
your Spirits and the Word together, and ſee 


' whether it be with-you accordingly : This you 


may be confident of, we have all had ahandin 
the provocation of this day,and if ſo,we ſhould 
have alſo an eye to look into our hearts, and 
mourn over our evil ways, Which muſt be done 
if we would have a proof unto our ſelves, that 
this Branch of the Lord is become glorious to 
us after our eſcape. 

2, The Lord expects of them that eſcape; 
That they ſhould perform their Vows, make 
good the Covenant and Promiſes which they 

mage 
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made in the day when they were in trouble and 


| fear; it 1s very common with men in a day 


when diſtreſs is threatned, to make large Pro- 
miſes, and when the diſtreſs is over, to be as 


* backwardain performing , as before they were 
4 forward inpromifing : this was the caſe of that 


people, Fer.2.20, For of old time 1 have brokeu 
thy Yoke, and burſt thy Bonds, and thou ſaideſt I 
will not tranſgreſs; whengipon every high Hill and 
under every green Tree,thou wandereſt, playing the 
Harlot:the meaning 1s,when diſtreſs was upon 
them they cried, if God would but take off that 
diſtreſs, and remove the ſtroke, they would be 
a people not tranſerefling, a holy people ; but 


' how did they keep the Promiſe ? whenas upon 


Co, 


ITE. 4 
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| every high Hill, and under every green Tree thou 


wandereſt, playing the Harlet ; falfified their 
word abominably ; that is a great evil that the 


| Lord cannot well paſs by : thatis a known 


Scripture,Ecclef.5.4,5. When thou voweſt a Vow 
#nto God, defer not to pay it, for he hath noplea- 
ſare in fools ; pay that which thou haſt vowed: Let- 
ter it 3s that thou ſhouldeſt not vow, then that thou 
ſhonldeſt vow and not pay - in this kind delays are 
dangerous ; defer not to pay thy Vows,for he hath 
20 pleaſure in folly ; 1t 18 folly for a man to pro- 
miſe unto God what he means not to perform ; 
Better it ts not to vow, then haying vowed not to 
pay : the Devil hath a double defign upon crea- 


tures in days of diftreſs, and our own hearts 
mucn 
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much deceive us in it : Firſt, I amperſwaded 
the Devil puts poor Creatures many times up- 
on a great forwardnets to make Promiſes, and 
many times our hearts do exceedingly deceive 
us by feeding us with ſome tecret hopes by our 
Promiſes to buy out an indulgence from the 
Lord, that we may eſcape the evil we fear : and 
the ſecond deſign of the Devil is, when he hath 
brought the Soul to bind it ſelf unto the Lord 
in abundance of bonds, then to cool the heart 
as falt as he can,and make it forget its engage- 
ments, and ſo wraps the Soul in abundance of 
ouilt. I have found that there is no guilt de- 
files the Soul at a greater rate then the breach 
of Covenant ; for God will not endure to be 
mocked, and have the Promiſes made unto 


him falſified ; God will put your Bonds in ſuit + 


a2ainſt you, and require of you what you have 
been free to engace for : Deat.23,21, When 
thou ſhalt vow a Vow unto the Lord thy God, thou 
ſhalt not ſlack, to pay it, for the Lord thy God will 
ſurely require it of thee ; and it would be fin in 
thee, it would bez fin not to live up unto En- 
oz9ements. Examine your hearts what En- 
o49ements have you paſſed in the days of your 
diſtreſs ? 1t may bes Viſitations were near you, 
you were in eminent hazard, and your hearts 
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troubled for fear ; did you not ſay, Loxd,If thou | 


wilt keep me this day, if I may but out-live 
this diftre(s, never will I be fo vain,ſo earthly, 


| 
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EBEN-EZER. 33 
ſo carnal, ſo light in the Work of God ag I 
have been ? Have you not paſt ſome ſuch or 
the like promiſe to the great God? Now Jeſus © 
Chiiſt he 1s privy unto all that you have ſaid 


| and done, though it were in ſecret, he hath ta- 


ken an account of all that you have engaged to 
be and do ; how-do you perform ? you cannot 
comfortably conclude that Chriſt hath gotten 
ground 1n your hearts, unleſs you have paid 
your Vows to the Lord. The Servants of God 
have been conſcientious in the Caſe; Pſal,66, 
13, 1 will go into thy Houſe with lurnt-offerings, 
I will pay thee my Vows,which my lips have utter- 
ed, and my mouth hath ſpoken, when 1 was in tron- 
ble : David had his troubles as well as other of 
his Neighbours, and in his troubles he did 
ſometimes make Promiſes unto God ; herein 
he was honeſt and faithful, did conſcientiouſly 
regard the performing the Promiſes he had paſts 
and thus to do,will be a proof of your love to, 
and eſteem of this Branch of the Lord, as more 
excellent to you, then he was wont to be, Saith 
Dawid,Pſal. 116, I love the Lord, ecauſe he hath 
heard my voice, and my ſupplications ; that is, I 
will love him better then ever I did , if he had 
bur a little, he ſhall now have more ; and what 
proof doth he give of it? verſ. 14. 1 will pay 
my Vows unto the Lord, now inthe preſence of all 
his People : here was a proof it. The Lord lp 
us that have the Vows of God upon us, to evi- 

dence 


34 EBEN-EZER. | 
dence that Chriſt is become glorious unto us, 
by performing our Covenant : God is known 
to be a Covenant-keeping-God, and his Peo- 
ple ſhould be like their heavenly Father, But 
again, | 

3. A third thing required from them that e- 
ſcape a day of Calamity, is this, That Chiift 
be owned in the Eſcape, that he have the glory 
of it ; put it not upon your natural Fortitude 
and Courage, your natural hardineſs and bold- 
neſs,as ſome vaunting ſpirits are apt to do,and 


to conclude thence was their preſervation : God | 


doth not fear to ſtrike the moſt- fearleſs, and 
ſometimes the moſt fearleſs are in the greateſt 


danger : Put not thy eſcape upon the ſcore of | 


thy own Wiſdom, that thou haft acted thus and 
thus prudently for thy preſervation ; if the 
Lord would, he could eafily have out-witted 
thee ; andif he had not been with thee in the 
ating, the beſt of thy Wiſdom would not have 
been uſeful ; take heed of boaſting in Means, 
if Means have been ſucceſsful, look up to that 
God that hath been pleaſed to bleſs them unto 
that end, Pſa/.116,8, David puts the matter 
upon its proper Baſis, Thou haſt delivered my 
Soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet 
from falling : Gracious hearts deſire to cry as 
Moſes and the Children of 1ſrae! did, when they 
ſaw Pharoah and his Hoſt ſunk as Lead in the 
Sea, and themſelves preſerved, to their great 

amaze- 
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EBEN-EZER; 33 
amazement, Exod. 15.2. The Lord is my 
Strength, and my Song, and He is become my 
Salvation; He is my God, and 1 will prepare 
hin a Habitation, my Fathers God, and 1 will 
exalt him According to this time it ſhall be 
ſaid (faid Balaam in his Prophecy) What hath 
the Lord wrought ? This mult you and I ſay, 
What hath the Lord wronght 2 The truth is, 
Chriſt ſuffers much in the Wortd, and ſuffers 
much from his own People, they rob him of 
hisglory,we are apt to give that honour that 
1s due tohim, unto ſome oneelſe ; bur it 
ſhould be our care to be found in the frame 
with them, Jer.50.28. T he voice of them that 
flee andeſcape out of Babylon,to declarc in S101 
the vengeance of the Lord our God, the venge- 
arce of his temple : it 1s the Work of eſcaping 
Ones to praiſe the Lord, and declare his 
works : .Would you all have ſome token for 
000d, that the intereſt of Chriſt is promoted 
in you ? ſce whether it be your cate to give 
Chriſt the glory of this Salvation, of which 
you have been partakers. 

4. This is the requirement of Chriſt from 
them that are eſcaped, T hat the ſence of this 
Mercy ſhould long reſt upon our Spirits : our 
ooodneſs in every 'reſpe& is apt to be like 
the morning-cloud, and the early dew, that 
ſoon paſſeth away ; and in this reſpect more 


then in many other things ; the ſence of our 
, D 2 deli- 


deliverance is very apt to wear off the Soul; 
but it is a frame that Chriſt much miſlikes, 
where he findes it ; an inſtance or two may 


ſerve to convince us of it, Pſal. 78.10, ri. 
T hey kept not the Covenant of Ged ; poflibly 


by this may be intended theCovenants they. 


made with God in diltreſs, they did not keep 
them ; why not? it was becauſe they forgot 
his Works , azd Wonders that he had ſhewed 
them; and one fin draws many more after 
it oft times ; they forgot the Works of God, 
and ſo their Covenant with God, \both are 
taken ill, and the latter as 111 as any ; that 
God (hould ſew Abundance of kindneſs to 
a People, whilſt they ſlight, and diſ-efteem, 
and let the ſence of that kindneſs {lip out of 
their minds ; and therefore he complains of 
the ſame thing, Pſal.106.13. They ſoon for- 
gat his Works, they waited not for his Counſel : 
They were the delivering-Works of God, 
and all the wonders he had ſhewed them, 
they ſoon forgor,the ſence thereof was crept 
out of their hearts in a little time, All of us 
alive may ſay we have ſeen much of the 
ooodnels of God tous, but if we ſhould be 
of tne number of them that foon forget his 
on0dneſs , we do very evilly requite the 
Lotd. 

 F. Thisis the requirement of Chriſt from 
them that are eſcaped in the day of Calami- 
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ty, That we ſhould be dedicated, conſecra- 
ted and given up to his Uſe and Service in 
our whole Courſe : This is the obligation 
that Chriſt hath laid on our Souls, by carry- 
1ng us through the diſtreſſes of this day, That 
the reſt of the time we ſpend 11 the fleſh , ſhould 
not be ſpent according to the will of the fleſh, but 
according to the will of God, that the reſt of the 
time of our ſojourning here, might be ſpent in 
fear, Itis a kindof a new lite that every 
one of us have received, and this new Life 
ſhould have Newneſs cf Life going along 
withit : ſaith the Apoſile, / beſeech you by 
the mercies of God, that you grvue up your (elves, 
Body and Soul, as a Sacrifice to God, which is 
but your reaſonable ſervice ; and ſuch a mercy 
as this doth call for it, that your Souls 
ſhould be for God,and your Bodies for God; 
the Body hath received a great deal of mer- 
Cy at this time, that 1s preſerved and kept, 
the Clay-Cottage kept from tumbling to 
duſt and aſhes ; now all the members of the 
Body, as well as the powers of the Soul, 
ought to be for the Lord : this the Lord 
expects, and it is but your reaſonable ſervice, 
which in common Juſtice ſhould b- given 
unto Chriſt : Pſal. 116,8,9, For thou haſt de- 


lrvered my Soul from death, mine Eyes from 


rears, and my Feet from fallug ; I will walk 


| efore the Lord in the land of the Liviag © that 


38 EBEN-EZER, 

is, I will walk as in his fight and preſence, 1 
will look to maintain a good frame of Life 
and Converſation in the re(t of the time I 
have to ſpend in the World : And thus may 
you teſtifie unto your ſelves and others, that 
Chriſt gains on you by your Elcape this day, 


if you be found in the diſcharge of thoſe Du- 


ties which are expected from you, And thus 
I have diſpatched the Doctrinal part, 


USE L 


If this be a proper effec of your Eſcaping 


in a day of ſlaughter, to have the Branch of | 
the Lord become lovely ; know this kind- | 


neſs hath been ſhewed us ; therefore it con- 
cerns us narrowly to ſee how this effect is 
wrought out : Every Soul ſhould turn his 
Eyesmiward, 1 would hope your Souls have 
been a little thus engaged ; I have not long 
ſince, met with a People that wauld eagerly 
make it their buſineſs to compare themſelves 
and a Word together, and ſee where their 
ouilt was, and get What light they could in- 
to their hearts : this be confident of, the 
God of Heaven is conſidering diligently, 
Jeſus Chriſt (this Branch of which we are 
tpeaking) 1s obſerving What is the Fruit of 
every Mercy ; as Deut.32,15. But Jeſnurun 
waxed fat and kicked ; thog art grown thick, 
£7 thou 


GCReETBPT 5. A; 


<Y -A  Fy, mr © ww HH wv ww = i, + 


yd. fouja, hd 


oHcoO = =  & &A 2 A A ft ye 


wo LAME &. 6 


WS 3s W i Sit. A. am. A > 2. ao, « 


$2 1 OAT 7 HT OT ON POS py moet Ten 1! TS PI Le 


thou art covered with fatneſs : then he forſook, 
God which made him, and lightly eſteemed the 
Rock of his Salvation : When God had done 
much for him, he conſiders how he had car- 
ried it, but he found ſad effeRts of all, Feſu- 
74un waxed fat, and kicked : I would the good- 
neſs of God to us ſhould have ſome more 
kindly reception, and entertainment. Now 
that which I ſhall do for the preſent, ſhall 
not be to clear it up to you that Chriſt hath 
ootten ground upon you, for as to that, I 
{hall refer you to what 1s ſpoken already, but 


| tolay ſame few things before you, that may 


convince you, if really you are ſhort and 
wanting in this bleſſed iflue af your Eſcape. 

If really this effe& be not wrought upon 
your hearts, it will appear by theſe four or 
five things, and I b:g you to conſider them 
ſeriouſly. £ 

x, If in the day when the Rod of God 
hung more eminently over your heads; you 
were not conſidering and pondering what 
eff: it ſhould work, and if the” Spirit of 
God were not teaching and inftfuting your 
Souls, that it was toproduce a greater elteem 


_ of Chriſt in your hearts; then I fear it is 


not done, I fear Chriſt hath no more of you 
then he was wont/to have : You know this, 
that God with his Corre&tion, is Wont to 
oive Inſtruction ; therefore ſaith the Pſal- 

iD. 4 miſt, 
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milt (Pſal.94.12.) Bleſſed i the man whom 
thou Chaſteneſt, and Teacheſt out of thy Law : 
God is wont to tell the Soul, where it1s 
wanting , What he calls for, and what he 
would have wroughtin the heart : So Fob 36 


9,10, Then he ſheweth them ther Work, and._ 


their Tranſgreſſions, that they have exceeded, 
he openeth alſo their Ears unto Diſcipline, and 
commandeth that they return from imquity : He 
ſpeaks here about a Day of Affliction, and 
truly if the Lord hath not been teaching you, 
and ſhewing you that you were wanting in 
your eſteem of Chiiſt, it is much to be que- 
tioned he is not become glorious, David 


(Pſal.119.67.) ſaid , Before I was affiitted I | 


went aſtray, but now have I kept thy Word : how 


came he to be brought in unto God, to walk | 
. With him, and keep his Word and his Way | 


» better then he was wont to do ? God had 
been ſhewing him that he was out of the 
way, and where he ſhould be, and ſo brought 
hinrin again. Commune with your own 
hearts, my Friends, faithfully : have you ſat 
like Stocks and Stones,under the Viſtations 


of God, when his Rod was upon others, and | 


threatned you ? Had you any of the Viſits 


of God ? Were your Souls exercifing them- | 
ſelves art a ſpiritual rate? Did God make | 
any approaches unto you? Or did you live : 


in that time without God ? If you did, I fear 
you are Without him ill, s, If 
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2, If your ſouls have not- been prefling 
after Chriſt, and longing for a better frame 
towards him, longing for an higher efteem 
of him ; it 18 doubtful the efteem of him is 
not raiſed in your ſouls : ſuch an eſteem of 
Chriſt is not a frame that uſeth to ſteal up- 
on the heart, it knows not how; Itis for 
the moſt part the iflue of much care and 
pains, and great diligence ; and if thy ſoul 
hath been wanting herein, it is to be feared 
that the intereſt of Chriſt is not to any great 
degree promoted in thee : Some ſouls find 
ſin very apt to creep in do they what they 
can, and that it 1s a Work, a hard work to 
keep it down ; nor is it leſs difcult to en- 
creaſe in our eſteem of Chriſt, Phil.3, Paul 
would know more of Chritt, and the power 
of his Reſurrection, what courſe did he take 
in order to it ? ſaith he, / go forward, and / 
preſs on to the mark , for the price of the high 
Calling of God 1n Chriſt Jeſus : He ſet himſelf 
unto the work with great diligence, How 
have you been exerciting your ſelves? have 
you been crying unto the Lord in ſecret, 
wreſtling and pleading with him that he 
would carry on the Love of his Son in you 2 
What was 1t you asked of the Lord, was it 
meerly to be kept from the evil of the day ? 
or that the work of Chrilt m!ght be promo- 
ted in you by your eſcape? If your hearts 
have 


C 
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have not been exerciſed this way, I fear the 
Branch of the Lord is not become glorious 
unto you, though you are eſcaped. 

3. If in your Eſcave your great Care is 
how to repair and piece up thoſe outward 


dammages that you have ſuſtained by this. 


Viſitation, the Interel(t of Chriſt I fear hath 
not much gained 1n you ; poſſibly many of 
you may be ſenſible you have ſuſtained out- 
ward. dammages by this day, if your hearts 
are only contriving how you may make up 
thoſe breaches made upon your outward 
concerns, you are not Where you ſhould be : 
I fear many this day will be like to the Sea- 
men and Mariners, who after a (ftorm,when 
a calm comes, they are buke in patching up 
their tackling, and repairing the dammages 
the Veſlel hath ſuſtained by the ſtorm, but 
not ſo carefull to conſider who hath preſer- 
ved them in the ſtorm, and brought them 
to a calm : bur this 18 a bad frame; if thou 
beeſt gained upon by Chriſt, thou wilt ſay, 
What ſhall 1 render unto the Lord for all his 
kixzdaeſs? To which add, 

4. If thy heart in this time of thy Eſcape 
be not affected w*" that unkind uſage which 
Chriſt meets with from many eſcaping-ones, 
I ſhall fear that thou thy ſelf alſo doſt not 
uſe him kindly, nor prize him much the 
more though thou haſt an Eſcape from his 
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EBEN-EZER . 43 
2oodneſs ; doubtleſs Chriſt meets with 
much unkindneſs from ſome that have eſ- 
caped. How many in an Atheiſtical ſpirit 
this day,live as if there were no after-ſtate, 
nor eternal judgment ? as they, 1 Cor, 15, 
cry, Let u4eat and drink, for to morrow we 
ſhall dye ; they have learned to know that 
Death hangs over- their heads, therefore 
what will they do ? why ſerve their luſts as 
much as they can, make uſe of their time, 
as they call it, though it be ro abuſe time, 
and turn the grace of God into wantonneſs. 
Now when thou haſt heard things, how is it 
with thee 2 If Chriſt hath gotten ground 


# within thee, theſe things Will pierce thine 


heart. The evil of wicked men is a great 


| grief unto the Saints; therefore it 1s ſaid, 


2 Pet. 2. Righteous Lot was vexed with the 


| filthy converſation of the wicked ; his righte- 


ous ſoul was vexed in hearing and ſeeing 
the diſhonour that was done unto the Lord, 


it was a burthen to him. And io David ſaith, 


Wo is me that I ſojourn in Meſech, and dwell 


1 inthe tents of Kedar ; that is, among a peo- 


' ple where Ged is diſhonoured, When thou 


| 


'* 
to 


lookeſt abroad in the World, and ſeelt how 
little fin is born down, and how little the 
Intereſt of Chriſt is advanced among any 


that are eſcaped ; if thy Eſcape hath fur- 


tiered Chiilt's Intereft 1n thee, this will 
" orieve 
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orieve thy heart ; be careful and watchfull } ? 
- inthe making a right uſe of this matter. : 
But to come to a ſecond Uſe. - 
- USE 1I. t 
2 

Should the eſcaping dreadful Calamity, | ) 
work the heart to a prizing this Branch of || 
the Lord ; then if any of you have a witneſs | 9 
coming in againſt you that it bath not had fr 
this effe&t, I muſt ſay, the Lord will ſay & 
unto you 4s unto them, Dent.32. 6. Do you | N 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh and nnwiſe 2 | ® 
I would a littls ſer before you the evil of | d& 
this, and the miſery that\may follow upon 'p 
it, 

7, There is much fn.in it > your fin Iy- hc 
eth in this, that you have hitherto croſſed } © 
the defign of God by what means you can, [ _ 
the D:figns of the Lord are very much for | 2 
the advancement of Chriſt ; God ſaith his | ©* 
Son ſhall be exalted and extolled, and made fu 
high, and he works to this end by all means; | ** 
Word and Rod are both intended to this } © 
end; he giveth you th2 Word to make way | ©! 


for Chriſt into thz heart ; he comes with the | 
Rod, and why with that > Rev, 3, 20. Be- 
hold, I ſtand at the door and knock; if any} SUE 
man hear my voree, and open the door , TI will | thi 
come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he © wil 
with | 
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11 1 9+h me: He knocks by the;zWord, and he 
 } knocks by the Rod, and it is all, that the 
Door may be. opened for the exilting of 
Chriſt, If he do deliver and ſave you in 
times of trouble, it is that he may be ex- 
alted. Is he not made glorious ? If not, 
you croſs God's defign, Hoſ. 11.4. 1 drew 
of them with the cords of a man, with the lands 
of love; and 1 was as one that took off the yokg 
ig | from their jaws, and layed meat before them : 
All this was that they mignt exalt the Lord. 


I ropageny M1: 
y { Now if it have not this 1ifſue upon you, you 
\ » | are guilty of the great fin of thwarting Gods 


oc þ defigns. Further, there is fin in this re- 
ſpect ;- you pretend that you are for the ex- 
| altation of Chiilt ; this is that you pray for: 
how oft have you prayed, Thy Kingdom 
J- | come ? how oft have you begged that Chriſt 
; might become amiable and lovely to. you ? 


n, | ! 
_? | and is not Chriſt yet made glorious, nat yet 
or [< glorious, 

ig | exalted ?. If nor, your fih is this,it is doubt- 


Je | ful your Profefſion is much of it Hypocriſy, 
and your praying, mocking of God; fins 
* | enow; you need not be guilty of greater 
ay | evils. 

' 2, Ic will endangerth: intailing of pu- 
>,_ | nithment upon you, if Chriſt be not become 
Zy | $lotious to you, To ſpeak of two or three 
111 {things briefly: F. Ir will be doubtful it 
þ. {WL lay thee under the plague of an hard 
Yo | heait, 
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heart, which 1s the ſoreſt of all plagues : if 
the Lord's dealings do not ſoften thee, and 
promote Chritt's Intereſt in thee, it is to be 
doubted it will ſet thee further from Chriſt, 
and will leave thee under very great rocki- 
neſs and ſtonineſs of heart : Not onely 
Pharoah's heart was hardned, when the dea- 
lingss of God in removing the Plague Jid 
not work kindly upon him ; but Iſrael had 
their | hearts hardned alſo, as you may ſee 
Heb.3.8, 9, Harden not your hearts,as in the 
provocation in the day of temptation in the 
Wilderneſs, when your Fathers tempted me, 
proved me, and ſaw my works : forty years, 
&c. This was the fin of ſrael of old; and 
poſſibly' the like evil may befall thy ſoul. 
And'2dly, if thy Eſcape have not produced 
this effe& to render Chriſt more glorious, 
poſſibly thou ſhalt not yet eſcape for all 
this-; thou ſetteſt up thy Eben-ezer, and 
fayeſt , Hitherto the Lord hath preſerved; 
but it is but hitherto ; thou knoweſt not 
. What a day may bring forth, God can re- 
turn this very Judgement, and cauſe it to 


\ Cut off thee and many more : the face of | 


things look ſomething ſad for 

*The Plague the preſent, * God is coming 
ancreaſing at back-ſome degrees in his diſ- 
this time, pleaſure, and whoſe turn a- 
mong us 1t may be to fall, we 

know 
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Know not; it may be any of our conditions, 
if God find us under hardneſs of heart; do 
not ſay the.bitterneſs of death #s paſt : remem- _ 
ber that when the Caldeazs had beſieged 
Feruſalem, and by the coming of Pharoah's 
Army the Siege was broken up, preſently 
rhe people were confident the Caldeans 
ſhould come no more: but ſee a little what 
God ſaith, and alſo what he doth, Jer. 37. 
7,8,9. Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of If- 
rael, thus ſhall ye ſay unto the King of Judah 
that ſent you unto me, to enquire of me, Be- 
hold Pharoahs Army which i come forth ta 
help you, ſhall return to E'gypt into their owe 
Land, and the Caldeans ſhall come again and 
fight againſt this City, and take it, and burn 
it with fire, Thus ſaith the Lord, Deceive 
not your ſelves, ſaying, The Caldeans ſhall 
ſurely depart from us ; for they ſhall nat depart. 
And ſo it came'to paſle, for in the 39th of 
Jeremy firſt verſe,.it is ſaid, that Nebuchad- 
nez2ar King of Babylon came,and all his Army 
againſt Feruſalem,and beſieged it ; and in the 
next verſe 1t is ſaid, the City was broken up, 


Theſe poor people were contident, becauſc 


the Caldeans were withdrawn and the Siege 
raiſed, they ſhould be in danger no more. 
It may be we ſay, the torin is over, the Bill 
is much decreaſed : but alas it may increaſe 
a9ain, and be yet more ſore than it _ 

cen 
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been. Thus, I ſay, if Chriflt be not ad- 
vanced in thee, poſſibly thou mayeſt not yet 
eſcape this Judgment, Or, 3dly, if not by 
this Judgment, God can meet with thee 
by others ; he hath reſerves of Judgments 
of divers kinds, and can eaſily and quickly 
meet with them that are not in the trames 
they thould be ; as God faith of Hoab, Iſa, 
IF. 8.. For the cry #s gone round about the 
borders of Moab; the howling thereof unto E g- 
lain, aud the howling thereof unto Beer-Elim, 
For the waters of Dimon ſhall be full of blood : 

[ will bring more upon Dimon, lyons upon 


hins that eſcapeth of Moab, and upon the rem. 


nent of the Land. God had been dealing| 


with the Moabites in ſome way of Judge. 
ment, and there was ſome of them remain= 
ns, but though they had been emptyed 
from veſlel to veſſel, their ſcent till re- 
mained, and"now God ſaith he will come 
forth with another ftroke. God hath every 
thing at his command, and he can commilſ- 
Gon another Diſpenſation ; but let me tell 
you, it is {ad if after thus long being under 


the hand of God, Chriſt be not advanced} - 


more in your hearts, And this leads me to 
the third Uſe of the Point, ; 
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If it be a bleſſed effeR of ' Slaughtering. 
Judgements upon them that have eſcaped, 
co have Chiilt become more glorious ; what 
ſhali we think of thoſe, who though they 
out-live a day of (ad Calamity, yet Chriſt 18 
b:come more concemptible in their cyes? 
who inſtead of being brought near unto 
Chriſt, are at a greater cittance from Chriſt - 


*[Ic is verily a ſad confideration, that iuch 


\hould be the conclniion of ſuch a Provi- 
dence upon the hearts and ſpirits of any ; but 


.yer I fear thus it is with more then a few. 


Paul (2Tim.3,13.) tells us, that evilmenand 
Seducers (hall wax worſe and worſe : It is the 
doom that paſſeth oft times upon evil men, 
that let the dealings of God with them bz 
wiat they will, they are the worſe under 
them;wanting the help of the Spirit of Grace 
to manage and improve them for good, they 
oroW into a Worſe and more evil frame by 
them. All the goodneſs, the gracious deal- 


| ings of God, they are peculiarly directed to 


win upon the heart,to b:ing Chriſt and Souls 
nearer together ; this is hinted in Row. 2.4. 
Or deſpiſeft thou the riches of his goodneſs ard 


| forbearance, and long-ſuffering ; not kyowirg 


that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repen- 
E | tance 2 
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tance : We are to interpret the end of Gods] 


kindneſs to be for the bringing the heart to 
bow, and ſtoop, and fall at the Foot of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; in caſe it have not this iſſue, what 
Ifſe elſe it produces will certainly be very 
ſad, namely the ſetting Souls at a greater di- 
"ſtance from Chriſt, and plunging them into a 
condition worſe then they were in before ; 
and ſo it is added, verſ.5. Thou treaſareſt up 
anto thy ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath : 
thou by this means raiſeſt up greater diſplea- 
ſure between him and thy Soul, If you ſay 
Are there any that really have lower 
thoughts of Chriſt after they have eſcaped a 
day of Diſtreſs, then before ? I anſwer, it is 
to be feared too many ; and where you find 

one or more of theſe marks I ſhall lay down, 
you may conclude that ſuch perſons, though 

Chriſt hath dealt very tenderly with them, 

and not ſwept them away in a day of deſtry- 
tion, 2$ he might have done, yet Chriſt is 
become more contemptible in their ac- 
counts then he was before. 

1, Where you find a ſpirit more ſence- 
leſs and ſtupid, more ſottiſh and ſecure then 
before ; ſuch a one is really ſet at a greater 
diſtance from Chriſt then before. Some 
there are,it is much to be feared,that having 
ſurvived this day of diſtreſs, begin now to 
look vpon themſelves as out of reach, as if 

: no 


no 
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no future danger could poſſibly actend them, 
orowing hard hearted,and exceeding ſecure 
after thoſe dealings of the Lord under which 
they have fallen ; ſuch Souls and Chriſt are 
farther apart then they were wont to be * 
Iſa.57.1F. the Spitit of God teils you, Chriſt 
dwells in the ham le heart, and with a brokes 


. | Spirit + Now according as you find a heatt 


melred, and broken, and laid low, pn into 
a tende; frame ; ſo far Chriſt makes his ap- 
proaches towards the Soul, and comes to be 
eltecmed by it ; bur according as you find 
the ſpirits of men grow into a hardneſs, in- 
ſenſibility,and ſecurity, by ſo much you may 
conclude Chriſt is ſet at a diſtance from, and 
diſ-eſteemed by ſach Souls : and O that 
there were not many ſenſible proots of a ve- 
ry inſenſible Spirit in many poor Creatures, 
who yet are allowed a being upon the Earth. 
If that be allowed to be a ten of ſecurity 
which Chriſt himſelf tells us was a fign of it, 
Mat.24.38. For as in the days that were be- 
fore the flood they were eating ard drinkingy 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Nuah entered intothe Ark, and knew not 
till the flood came and took them all away ; ſo 
ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of man be : ob- 
ſerve it, Noah was in his days a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs, he warned the People of 
Judgement to come ; the People were ex- 
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ceeding ſtapid, not in the leaſt prevailed up- 
on ; and What was a proof of it? They were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving 11 
marriage, then at a more then ordinary rate ; 
therefore it Was an argument, What ever Wa; 


ſaid umto them, or whatever God intended, 


they were not much awakened : If that 
were a f{ign of ſtupidity then, ſo it is now 
ſurely,\and gives a great deal of reaſon to 
conclude that Chriſt hath not gotten, bur ra- 
ther loſt upon many of the hearts of thoſe 
that have eſcaped, 

2, Where perſons are more deſperately 
and eagerly ſet upon their luſts, there you 
may conclude Chriſt is become more con- 
remptible then he was, There is ſuch a di- 
rect contrariety between ſin and Chriſt, that 
by how much the more a man grows in love 
with fin, by ſo much the more he muſt grow 
out of love with Chrift : Rom.8.7., The car- 
nal mind ts enmity againſt God, for it is not ſub- 

jelt unto the Law of God, neither indeed cau 
be : Now by how much the more men grow 
more carnal, by ſo much their enmity againſt 
Chriſt is increaſed and improved. Sinne 
doth not onely harden mens hearts, but it al- 


ſo blinds and (hats mens eyes ; and by how ; 


much the more a man plungeth himſelf in fin 
and gives up himſelf to the ſervice of it, by 


ſo much you may conclude his mind is blin- 
ded, 
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ded, and his eyes ſhut from ſeeing that glo- 
ry and beauty that is eminently found in the 
Lord Jeſus Chiiſt: The more a man ſets 


;| himſelf in the way of fin, the more he isun- 
5| der the pdWer of Satan £:and where Satan 
*rules as a'Prince, what doth he ? 2 Cor.4.4. 


the Apoſtle ſaith, The God of this World he 
blinds the minis of men, And from this you. 
may gather, if you can obſerve that men that 
are preſerved this day, their hearts are not 
in the leaſt taken out of thoſe ways of - hn in 
which they did walk, but are rather ſer with 
greater eagerneſs io fulfil the deſires of - the: 
flethand of the mind ; you may, withour 
breach of Charity, conclude thoſe -perſons 
are more blinded, and leſs able to ice any 
bzauty and excellency in this Branch of the 
Lord then before, Onely we will hope; if 
this ſpirit be found upon any, that it is bur, 
as the Apoſtle ſaith ſometimes concerning: 
the Jews, Rom.11.7. What they ? Iſrael hath 
not obtained that which he ſecketh for ; | #t the 
Eleition hath oitained it , and the reſt were 
blinded', We will hope that if there be any 
that are the more hardened and blinded by 
this gracious Diſpenſation of Preſervation, 
it is not the Elec that are blinded, bar thoſe 
that are viven up, Which the Lord intends 
not fo look after in any gracious way : We 
will hope for any that have any intereſt in 
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the Lord Jeſus, that he hath not, nor will 
leave them to ſuch a ſpirit. . 

3, If you find any more at enmity with 
the People of Chriſt, then before, you may 
conclude Chriſt is more contemprtible in 
their eyes then he was before : Mind not 
what men talk; do not heed mens graſping 
atter the name of Chriſtians, and talking of 
Chriſt as a Saviour; but know that men may 
ſpeak of Chriſt , as the whole Nation doth, 
and other Nations do,and yet have no more 
real love to him,then thoſe that neverheard 
of Chriſt : It is a very notable Scripture, 
Fer,12.2, Thou haſt planted them, yea, they 
have taken root ; they grow, yea, they lring 
forth fruit : thou art near in their mouth, and 
far from their reins, It may be well with a 
People, they may be in an outward proſpe- 
rons condition, they may be flouriſhing, and 
ſpeak much of Chriſt, and boaſt of him; 
and yet Chriſt may not have one inch of their 
Hearts, Bur you ſhall judge whether really 
men be for Chciſt or no, by their dealings 
wich his People : if you find their enmity 

again(t the Saints grow, let their boaſt be as 
it will, inſtead of diſcovering glory in Chr:/t, 
they are become more at enmity With Chri/t 
then they were, Ler me allude, at leaſt, to 
that word, 1 John 5.1. Every one that loves 
him that begat, loveth him that ts _—_ of 
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hin : It is ſpoken concerning the 'Father 
and Chriſt ; men will ſay they love.God, 
why ſays Fohn, You cannot, unleſs you love 
Chrift ; for he that loveth hins that begetteth, 
loveth him alſo that ts begotten : So (ay I of 
Saints; Do you love Chriſt ? if ſo, you love 
them that are begotten of him. To which 
I might adde a fourth, and that is this : 

4. Doubtleſs there is cauſe, at leaſt, to 
fear that the Branch of the Lord is not be- 
come glorious to thoſe eſcaping ones who 
have endeavoured to hinder the efficacy and 
force of this diſpenſation, upon the hearts 
of poor Creatures : I will tell whoI think 
are ſome way culpable herein ; they that 
have covered the dealings of Chriſt ; if there 
be, 2s is ſhrewdly ſuſpected, any that have 
hid this preſent Work of God upon us, and 
not let us know 1t 1n its full ex- | 
tent & latitude F ; it will cer= f Jt was 
tainly lie upon their ſcore that feared 
have ſtood in the way of Chriſts . - ſome 
Work, and hindered that effi- 1000's 
Cacy it might have had upon the were kept 
hearts of poor Creatures. But owt of the 
to all or any of thoſe that are weekſy Bills 
rather at a greater diſtance from 
Chriſt, than brought nearer to Chit, 1 
ſhall onely ſay in brief , that it is worth the 
minding, God confiders what influence and 
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effe& his dealings have upon the hearts of 
men ; When a Judgement 1s on their Backs, 
the Lord confiders whether it work any good 
eff2& upon them, orno; as in 2 Chrox. 28. 
22. it is ſaid of Ahaz, That in the time of his 
diſtreſs, he did treſpaſs againſt the Lord yet 
more ; this is that King Abaz : God notes 
eſpecially that under his hand a perſon be- 
came worſe and worſe ; and there 1s ſucha 
mark put upon him, as is ſcarce put ypon any 
in' Scripture, Th#s z that King Abaz,, that 
Abhaz that became worſe in a day of diſtreſs. 
God alſo ſtrictly obſerves how his kindneſs 
works, in that fore-cited place, Rem.2.4. 
Or deſpiſeft thor the riches of his goodneſs, and 
forbearance,' and long-ſuffering ; not knowing 
that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repen- 
tance.? Obſerve the long-ſuffering of God, 
and his forbearance, that ir, in not cutting 
down his poor creatures when he hath them 
at ſome kinde of 'advantage, as in a day of 
common Calamity ; if God ſpares them 
then, he manifeſts his riches of Grace and 

Goodneſs towards them ; and if it be not 
anſwered with ſome ſuitable walking, how 

doth the Lord interpret ſuch a negle&t? He 

ſays they deſpiſeit. And to end this Uſe, 
ler me take up ſome paſſages in that firſt of 
the Proverbs , it is ſaid, ver(.24. [ have cal- 
led, and you have refuſed ; I have ſtretched out 
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my hand, and no man regarded : The Lord 
calls by bis Word, and he calls by his Rod : 
He calls by his genile dealings; hiskinde 
uſage, his/preſerving in a day of Calamity, 
1s as much a Call, as the Calamity itſelf ; 
ard he:ſaith unto them that anſwer not this 
Call, and do not improve it arighr., verſ,26. 
I will laugh at your calamity, aud mack, when 
your fear cometh. They that ate for a time 
unafte&ted, may have a time to be 1n viſireſs, 
when they may ſtand in need of kindnels to 
be ſhewed unto them, though they are pre- 
ſerved and kept alive. Vert.32. {heturn- 
ng away of the ſimple. ſhall ſlay them, and the 
profperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them 1f men 
turn aWay from the Calls of God, nor. an- 
ſwering his expectation ,either under Prefſer- 
vations, or his more ſevere: dealings, their 
turning away ſhall ſlay them, axd therr proſperi- 
ty ſhall deſtroy them. Some think, it way be, 
becauſe rhey-are yet in-preſperity, there is 
no farther hazard : but God ſaith the1; pro- 
ſperity ſhall prove their deftruRion, and 

bring forth 'Contequences, more {ad it may 

be, then any of which they were afraid in 

the day when diſtreſs hung over taeir heads, 

That is what I would Tay to the third Ute 

from this point. A fourth Ule 1s this : 
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VSE IV. 


If the Lord ſhould be beautiful and glori- 
01s unto thoſe that eſcape, I would here ap- 
ply my ſelf unto a Soul that may be tender 
and jealous over it ſelf, and fear leſt after 
its eſcape Chriſt ſhould not be rendered glo- 
rious unto it as he ought. Some there are 
that take no pains to conſider how things 
are, and whether they go well or ill; that 1s 
not the thing that much engages their hearts: 
others are jealous over their Spirits, know- 
ing ſomething the treachery of their hearts, 
they are always apt to doubt and fear. A 
Soul that knoweth how precious Chriſt 
ought to be, and beautiful in its eye, fears 
leſt after ſuch kindneſs received from Chriſt, 
it ſhould not ſee that beauty in him, nor be 
taken with him as it ought : May this be the 
Caſe of any one of us at preſent ? I would 
ſpeak four or five things that may be ſeaſon- 
able and helpful to the Soul in this caſe. 

x. Such 1s the Glory and Beauty of Chrif, 


thit no Soul under Heaven is able to ſee him | 


in all his Glory, nor to admire him accor- 
ding to all thoſe bleſſed Perfections where- 
withal Chriſt 1s cloathed. That expreflion 


may bz heeded by you.Epheſ. 3.8. where the - 


Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Chiiſts glory, calls i \ 
1 
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The unſearchable Riches of (hriſt ; 1t 1s an 
Ocean Without a bottom, that cannot be fa- 
thom'd by him that ſearches into it Moſt ac- 
curately and exactly ; it 1s like the Mines, 
the bottom of whom 1s not found out,though 
men have digged in, and fetched Treaſure 
from them, for a long time together : Ler 
not a poor Heart think 1c is at prelent in a 
capacity of valuing of Chriſt accorcing to 
al} his Worth and Excellency, for that the 
Soul cannot fully know, What 1s ſpoken 
of God, I may allude to, and apply to Chriſt, 
Job 11.7. (anſt thou by ſearching finde out 
God ? canſt thou find out the eA Imighty to per- 
feltion? ut #5 a4 ligh as Heaven, what canſt 
theu do ? deeper th:n Hell, what canſt thou 
know ? the meaſure thereof us longer then the 
Earth, and broader then the Sea: Such are 
the glorious Perfections of this Branch of 
the Lord, ſhould we meaſure and gueſs at 
him according to the excellency found in a- 
ny created being, alas ic would be infinitely 
ſhort; there is in Chiiſt that Excellency 
that dothexceed and much out-do whatever 
olory 18 found upon any thing our eyes b2- 
hold. Shall I ſay, As Solomos in his glory 
did out-thine the glory of all rhePrinces that 
were onearth in bis time, ſo, and infinitely 
more, dorh the glory of Chriſt out-do What. 
ever our eyes benold,or whatever our hearts 

can 
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can conceive of ? and 1n our ſearching into 
his perfe&tions, we may come to do as the 
Queen of Shebadid, when ſhe b2held the 
olory of Solomon, ſhe oave this teſtimony, 
What ſhe had heard was true : So may we 
oive this teſtimony of Ch:1tt, That what wz 
have heard of his PerfeRtions, there is all 
in him, nay, the one half was not told us : 

and if the Q'een of Sheba was amazed, at 


ſanding before Solomons glory , how much - 


more may we at Chriſts,alchough we cannot 
ſee hin in all his Perfeftions. Thou canſt 
not know him at preſent in this life, 2ccor- 
ding to all that Glory with which he 1s cloa- 
thed. : 

2, If thou that art eſcape ed art j2alous 
that Chriſt is not become beauriful enough 
unto thee ; Remember that the higheſt pitch 


unto which the Soul can come 1n this life, is, 


to defire to ſee more of that beauty that is in 
him: The bighelt pitch in any thing that is 
'g00d 1n this life, 1s to deſire to be "berrer : 
The D:fires of the Soul do out-go in this life 
any Acts tharit is able to put forth. David, 
in the caſe of Holineſs, the higheſt pitch of 
his Holineſs is expreſlz :d in bis defire, Pſaln 
119,45. O that my Ways were diretted to keep 
thy Statutes! he did keep them in ſome 
meaſure, out the higheſt pitch unto which he 
got, was to deſire to keed then better : io 
alto 
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alſo Pſal.68.1T, Teach me thy ways, O Lord, 
I will walk inthy truth ; unte my heart to fear 
thy Nam? - he was ſenhible that his heart 
did in ſome things wander from God, he 
did not fear him as he ſhould, but the high- 
eſt of his attainment layin his defires. Paul 
was a nan very excellent in his day, and 
doubtleſs did know and enjoy much of Chr, 
yet the higheſt pitch he attained, was large. 
neſs of heart, and workings of deſire, expreſt 


-in Phil.3.13, Thu onething 1 do, forgetting 


the things that are behind , and reaching forth 
unto thoſe things that are before, I preſs towards 
the mark, for the price of the high calling of 
God 34 Chriſt Jeſm : the defires of his heart 
were large, And ſo the Spouſe hagh an high 
elteem of Chritt, ſhe expreſles the'value the 
hath of himat a great rare, Cazt.2.3,4, As 
the Apple-Tree among the Trees of the Wood, ſo 
5 my Beloved among the Sons , 1 ſat down un- 
der his ſhaddow with great delight, and ht: fruit 
was ſweet into m) taſte ; ſlay me with Flaggons, 
comfort me with Apples, for I am ſick of love : 
her heart was nuch caken with Chritt, ſeeing 
a great deal of Bezuty in him; but you ſhall 
ſee her defires did out-do any a&t the could 
put forih; and therefore (Cant.4.16.) ſhe 
ſays, Awake, O North Wind, and come thou 
South, ilow upoa my Garden, that the Spices 
thereof may flow ozt : (hs would have ber 
heart 
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heart enlarged, her Graces ated more 
ſtrongly. Now Soul, take in this for thy 
comfort, it is a 200d frame that thou defireſt 
to prize Chriſt more, and have this Branch 
of the Lord more glorious 1n thy account, 
though thou canſt nor pur forch ſuch aQts as 
thou woulde(t : Remember thou art in that 
- frame that the bz(t of Saints have been 1n, 

3. Conſider this, thou hat art eſcaped, 
and fearelt that the Branch of the Lord is 
not bzcome ſo glorious as it ſhould be ; Re- 
member that jealouke over thy heart, is a 
00d fign, and gives ſome hope that Chiiſt 
hath gotten ſome ground upon thee: The 
wiſe man, Prov.14.15, ſaith, The ſimple 
believeth every,word, but the prudent man looks 
well to his going : Some are ſo {imple to be- 
lieveevery good word their hearts ſpeak ; if 
they find any thing thai looks like good, they 
are apt to conclude that all is right : there- 
fore the wiſe man (Prov.28. 14.) ſaith, Hap- 
py #5 the man that feareth always : I apply it 
unto this ; It is a good thing ſometimes to 
bear a jealoukie, a conſtant jealoufie over the 
heart, l-& it ſhould not be wrought up to 
that pitch it onght, The Author to the He- 


brews gives us a Warrant for holy jealouties 


and fears, leſt we thould fall ſhoxr : They 
that have been molt confident of the g00d- 
neſs of the frame of their ſpirits, have ſome- 
times 
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times been in none of the beſt : Fehs cries, 
Come ſee my Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts, when 
he had not one grain of tiue Zeal for the 
Lord of Hoſts in him. 

4+ Thou that wouldeſt have this Branch 
of the Lord glorious, if thy heart work real- 
ly this way ; Know this , thou art accepted 
in this thy defire: It will paſs for a good 
improvement of this mercy of thy Eſcape. 
I confeſs {ome things there are, which I find 


| the Lord is angry at ; He loves not to ſee 
| ſouls fit down ſatisfied and pleaſed in ways of 


fin, therefore he doth refle& upon them, 
Pſal,x.x, that fit inthe ſeat of the ſcoruful ; 


 heis much angry with them that can conten- 


tedly take up in ways of fin, and therefore 


' you find him falling foul upon them that 


harden their hearts in ways ot fin, and alſo 
with thoſe that content themſelves with lit- 
tle meaſures of Grace, when they have 
means to riſe up unto greater: He rebukes 
the Diſciples, Mat.8,26. for the littleneſs 
of their Faith, O ye of little Faith ; he up- 
braids them with the littleneſs of their 
Faith, becauſe he had long bzen with them 
himſelf, as he doth hint unto them after=- 
wards ; Have I been ſo long with thee, and 
yet thou haſt rot known me ? But this cblerve 
alſo, That where there 1s but a lefler m2a- 


| ſure of -Grace, if the heart ve really work- 


ing 


>, 
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ing after more, it 1s accepted, and Chriſt re- 
ceives it with good will : The beſt inſtance 
I know 1n the whole Bible, is that in Mark 
 9.23,24, where the Father of a Child pol- 
ſefled witn a dumb Spiiic comes unto Chriſt 
for cure; Cariſt rells him, All things are poſ- 
' fpble unto him that believerh , and (raight- 
way he cried out, and {aid with tears, Lord, 
I believe, help my unbelief - he had a little 
Faith, and defired more ; therefore you find 
Chriſt doth not reje& his little, but hears 
him, and calls unto che dumb Devil to come 
forth of his Child : So if chou complaineft 
that Chriſt is not exalted in thy heart to any 
oreat degree, but thou longelt he ſhould be 
more ; believe it, it ſhall be accepted : 2s 


itis ſaid in another caſe,2 Cor,S.12,1Tf there | 


be firſt a willing mind, it ts accepted, according 
tothat a man bath, and not according tothat he 
bath not : Thus if really thou wouldelt have 
Chiift become more glorious unto: thee, 
thou may{t be accepted in this which thou 
haſt, and it ſhall not be charged upon thee 


that thou art wanting in that which chou yer | 


hadt not, Under the Law, when a Thank-_ 
Offzring was to be returned, and the Soul to 
admire ae Lord in ſome kindneſs received, 
he char could bring but two Turtle Doves, 
and two young Prgeons, if that were the 
molt thizy had,and the belt they could bring, | 
if 
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it was accepted as well as thoſe rhat brought 
the greateſt Offerings ; rheir hearts were 
enlarged, it is likc,to bring more : So though 
thou haſt bur little, if thou deareſt morc,thy 
lictle will be accepted, though bur two Tur. 


tle Doves, or two young gh ney | 
F. Thou that wouldelt prize Chriftare, 


know this, That the Lord will increaſe that 
Grace in thee; and thou ſhalt be able to 
prize him at agreater rate : The Lord diret} 
your hearts into the Love of God, 2Thel. 3.5. 
itis the Lord chat muſt dire thiee into the 
Love of Chriſt, and he will do it, if thy 
heart be really working that way ; if thou 
doſt prize him as much as thou canſt, he will 
| help thee toprize him more. Prov.3.9,10. 
| Honour the Lord with thy (nbſtance , and with 
| the firſt fruits of all thine increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy preſſes ſhall 
burſt with »:w Wine : If thou doſt with the 
firſt and beſt: of thy firength, endeavour to 
honour the Lord , he will encreaſe thy 
ſtrength, and communicate unto thee abun- 
dantly. And that is what I ſhall Cay tothe 
| fourth Uſe, | 


TY 


VSEV. 


To any ſuch Soul as can ſay it is eſcaped, 
| and the Branch of the Lord is become glo- 


| riovsuntoit; I fear theſe Souls gointo 2 


| F little 
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little room, there are but few of that ſort, 
yet here and there ſome I confidently be- 
- lieve there are, I would all to whom this 
Book may come, might ſay they find their 
Eſcaping-Mercy hath been ſeconded With 
ſuch aneffet, In a word, and but a word 
or tWo, to this ſort of perſons : Ah what is 
thy mercy, O Soul ! an Eſcape,and the good 
of it too, this is Mercy indeed! to be deli- 
vered from the pit of Corruption, and to be 
deliveredin love to thy Soul ; What is thy 
Duty 2 Truly, 

1,Toadmire the faithfulneſs of the Lord, 
in keeping Covenant with thee ; Itis aſpe+ 
cial Bleffing and Promiſe of the New Cove- 
nant, That God will not ſhew his People 


kindneſs onely, but will alſo give them the. 
good of that kindneſs that he ſheweth to | 


them. To be ſaved ina day of Diſtreſs, and 
thy ſpirit bettered alſo, look on it as a mer- 
cy more then Preſervation, - without which 
thy Preſervation might have been imbitter- 
ed unto thee : O celebrate his praiſes, as a 
God that keeps Covenant and Mercy, and wil 
- alter the good word that be hath ſpoken to 

thee, | 
2, Let this incourage thee to preſs after 
prizing Chriſt mote. ; as Paxl- ſpeaking of 
the Corinthians, You love the Lord Feſus, ſee 
Jen abound yet more and mare ; ſo ſayl, Ola- 
| | bour 
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bour to abound more and more : Let this 
goodneſs by which you are brought to prize 
him , engage you to prize him more and 
more. | 

3. Communicate thy Experience unto 
trembling Saints, ſpeak to them of his gra- 
cious dealings unto thee, that their hearts 
may be incouraged to truſt in him ; Come, 
ſaith David, and I will tell you what the Lord 
hath done for my Soul : We have experience, 
every one of us, of what God hath done up- 
on our Bodies, O let us be careful to ſhew 
forth his praiſe. That is what I ſhall ſay 


unto the fifth Uſe, Again, 


UVSE VI. 


I might ſpeak a- word to another ſort of 
perſons : If eſcaping a Day of Calamity 


| ſhould cauſe a Soul to ſee a greater Beauty 
 1n Chriſt, what ſhould ic work upon them on 


whom the Calamity is fallen, and yet are 
eſcaped? There are many ſuch, if you that 
read what I have written, meet with them, 
and know them, you may do well to give 
them a lirtle account of what may be ſpo- 
ken in ſuch a caſe : How ſhould that kind- 
neſs be admired, when poor Creatures have 
had Bodies full of pain, Spirits full of fear, 
looking the King of Terrours in the face e- 
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very moment ; poor Creatures that it may 
be would have given, had they had it,all the 
world,to have.been aſſured they ſhould have 
been raiſed from their Bed, and ſet upon 
their Feet ; poor Creatures that it is like 
were ſequeſter'd from company, whoſe caſe 
was like that of David, Plal. 38.11. My Lo- 
vers and my Friends ſland aloof from my ſore, 


and my Kinſmen ſtand afar off : Now that the| 


Lord ſhould be with and look after them, 
in ſuch a time, and raiſe them, this ſhould 
have ſuch effe&s as ſuch a mercy had once 
upon Heztkzah, Iſa,z8.15. I ſhall go ſoftly all 
my years, 41 the bitterneſs of my Soul ; thar is; 


I ſhall retain a ſence of the bitterneſs that} 
was upon my Soul, and in that ſence I ſhall} 
00 ſoftly; the man that walks ſoftly, ſtep| 
by ſtep, he goes heedfully and carefully, and | c, 


mindes every ſtep he takes; ſo ſhould ſuch 


poor Souls walk, that have beendelivercd | 


from ſuch hazard and bitterneſs of Soul ; 
they ſhould walk warily the reſt of their 
time: To which, two things may much en- 
OA9e, , h 

x, That certainly the Eſcape,} in ſuch a 


caſe, 1s thorow Chriſt: I am ſatisfied in | 


this, That this Judgement of the Plague, 
a$ other Diſeaſes, hath in it natural Cauſes, 
| and natural Means are helpful to deliver 
from it; but as it is in other caſes, whatever 

| natural 
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natural Cauſes there are to further any Diſ- 
eaſe upon the Body of Man, the Lord hath a 
hand init, and makes uſe of thoſe natural 
Cauſes; and ſo whatever Means are uſeful 
for recovery in any caſe, the bleſſing and ef- 
ficacy of it depends upon the Lord ; ſo it is 
in this caſe alio very eminently, that a Souk 


| may ſayas itis ſaid 1/a.38.16. O Lord, by 


theſe things men live, and in all theſe things ts 
the life of my Spirit ; ſome read the words, 
| They ſhall live for whom the Lord is, which is 
a great variation from our Tranſlation : They 
| ſhall live for whom the Lord s ; that is, whoſe 
| proteRtion he 1s, and Whom he ſtands by, _ 
| 2, If Chriſtbe not glorious to ſuch a Soul, 

| he can bring a worſe evil upon them ; Fohz 
5. I4., Go away, ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
come unto thee : God can bring a worſe thing 
upon a Creature then the Plague, he can 
make death to be choſen rather then life ; as 
you have it, Fer. 8.3. And death ſhall be cho- 
ſen rather then life, by all the reſidue of them 
that remain of this evil family, &C. 
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Should a ſouls eſcaping publick Calamity, 
render Chriſt the more glorious ? Surely it 
ſhould have this effect upon thole 1nto whoſe 
Walls it came, into whoſe Houſe it enterec, 
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and yet it may be their Perſons not touched 
but have been preſerved, though Death was 
cotten Within their Walls, This hath been 
the caſe of many ; if of any here, it (hould 
firike deep upon the heart, and make us ſen- 
fible how much we owe unto Chriſt ; how 
olorious ſhould He become unto us! what 
defence was the ſecurity of a poor Creature 
in ſuch a ume? 1t was not Walls, it was not 
diſtance of place, but the hand of Chriſt : 
doubtleſs it hath been unto many ſomethin 
according to that word, Luk.7.34,0c.T here 
all be two tn one Bed, the one (hall be taken, 


and the other left : Two in one Family there | 
have been, it may be, the pne taken, the b- | 


ther lefr; yea, poſſibly two in one Bed, the 


one taken, the other untouched ; this hath | 


been a Caſe of rich Mercy, and certainly 
ſhould engage the Soul much to prize him : 
Pſal.107.14,15. O that men would praiſe the 
Lord for his goodneſs, for his wonderful works 
to the children of men Doubtleſs ſuch a 
Soul muſt ſay as David, It was compaſſed a- 
Loxt with the ſhadow of Death , it was in 2a 


fate of darkneſs, an uncomfortable time to| 


them whoſe Perſons wer®poſſibly untouch- 
ed, and a wonderful work of God it was to 
keep one,Whilz others were cut down, Now 
this ſhould wotk up the heart to admire the 
Lord, | 

USE 
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USE VIII. 


But then in the eighth place, If every e- 
ſcaping-One ſhould ſee that Chrift 1s be- 
come glorious unto him. ; How ſhould it be 
with thoſe whoſe. Houſes were compaſſed 
poſſibly round about, and Death very near 
them, but yet the hand of God entered not 
into their Walls - My Brethren,it 1s promi- 
ſed as a peculiar favour, Pſal,91.,10, No 
Plague ſhall com? nigh thy dwelling : Itis 
ſomething not to have it come unto thy per. | 


| ſon, and not to have it come into thy dwel- 


LORE 


ling, that neither thy ſelf, nor any within 
thy Wall, have a hair of thezr heads touched; 
nay, poſſibly thou haſt been within the hear- 
ing of the cryings and groans of dying ones, 
doubtleſs many have ; and when They have 
cried for alittle longer time, to be intruſted 
with a little more liberty in this World, for 
Eternity, and everlaſting Concernments, ic 
hath been denied Them, but granted unto 
Thee and Me; and when the hand of God 


| hath been round about, it hath not come 


within thy Door ; Oh who. hath been the 
Keeper of thy door and mine ! When ma- 
ny have bzen in the bitterneſs of their Souls 
bemoaning the: loſs of this and that Relati- 
on; Parents, of Children; Children, of 

F 4 Pa- 
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Parents; ſome Husbinds and Wives wail- 
inz and lamenting for one another : What 
mercy is i! that "a* Soul can ſay, It is well 
with me and mine, that no evil hath come 
righ them! I tell thee Soul, theſe are things 
that ſhould exceedingly engage thy heart to 
Chriift, and {:ouid prevail much to the {et- 
ting him'up 1n thy Soul, | This ſhoujo 2 
the :2(0lution of every one parteking in 
this mercy, To uſe 1t for the exaliing of 
=. OE | 
VSE IX. 


A Uſe to thoſe that Chriſt hath carried 
. from place to place, and ſo have been pre-- 
ſerved : Think not thy ſelf the leſs indebred 
unio Chriſt, for his kindneſs towards thee ; 
He 1s to be as glotions unto ſuch, as to any : 
let ic not leflerrthe mercy, that thou haſt not 
ſeen the ditmal fight, and heard the doleful 
cries of them into Whoſe Windows Death 
hath entred. ' I know we are apt not to be 
affected, or at leaſt very little, with things 
that our eyes do not ſee, and our ears hear ; 
bur that is an evil frame : and certainly 
though our abode may not have been/in the 
time of this Diſtreſs, in the heat of it,/in the 
midit of it ; yet We owe our preſervation 
unto Chriſt, as much as any, and ought to 
ſee that it have influence upon us as much 
42S any ; andthat, 1, Con- 
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I, Conſidering it doth not lefſen but 
heighten the mercy, that thou art not onely 
preſerved from: falling, but from partaking 
in that bitterneſs and trouble of ſpirit that 
hath ceriainly born down many Who have 
lived 1n the heat of this Diſtreſs. Days of 
Slaughter and Calamity, are days of heart- 
tiotible to them that are preſerved in the 
midft of them ; Fer.30.5,6. For thus ſauh 
the Lord, We have heard a woice of trembling, 
of freer, ard not of peace ; atk, ye now, and ſee 
whecher a man doth travel with Child ; where- 
fore now do 1 ſee every man with his hands on 
hits Ioyyns, as a woman tn travel, and all faces 
are turned into paleneſs ? It is ſpoken with re- 
ſpe& to ſome chat lived in times and places 
when and where ſlauchtering- Judgements 
were abroad ; and they that were alive, what 
Was the horror & perplexity of their ſpirits ! 
Do not think, Soul, bur rhou art the more 
engaged to Chriſt, that he hath graciouſly 
carried thee out of the fight and noiſe of 
thoſe direful out-cries; Many can ſay, We 
could hardly paſs the Streets but mezr with 
Cofhns, and hear the cries and complaints 
of Friends bereft of their Relations ; bleſs 
the Lord, that he kept thee front the hearing 
of this : Not but that Chriſt can make the 
hearing and ſeeing ſuch things, turn greatly 
£o advantage ; but yet it is a piece of ten- 
| | dernels; 
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cerneſs, if Chriſt will do the Soul good at 
ſome cheaper rate. 

2, Conſider thou couldſt not have fonnd 
ſhelter any where, had not Chriſt led thee 
thither : as it is not good to go Without 
Chriſts leading us, nor could we have gone _ 
any where, if the Lord had not made our 
Way forus: Prov.6.9. A mans heart dewiſeth 
his way, but the Loyd direfteth hs ſteps : Ma- 
ny were confidering whither to go, and what 
to do, and laid their deſigns, bur if the Lord 
did not order their geps, they could do no- 
thing. You have a notable word, Job 3.23. 
Why ts light given toa man whoſe way ts hid, 
and whom God hath hedged in ? Fob Was 1n- 
compaſled with fad diſttefſes, and he would 
fain have gotten out of them, bur ſaith he, 
My way hid, (he knew not whither to fly) 
I am hedged i, | muſt Ray by ir. This bath 
bzen the caſe of many, their ways have been 
hedgedin ; and he could have hedged in 
thee and me, if ſoit had pleaſed him : and 
therefore if you andI have been carried un- 
' toplaces where we have been preſerved, let 
us admire the goodneſs of the Lord : Joxah 
roſe up to flee to Tarſhiſh from the preſence of the 
Lord; but he could not, the Lord hindred 
him. To which adde alſo, | 

3. Chriſt could have found thee with the 


| Sword, whereſoever thou hadli gone : there- 
fore 
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fore let not thy preſervation at a diſtance 
rob Chriſt of his honour, but ſee his hand in 
1t, and know that it hath been his work ; and 
ſee that he be thereby rendered moxe beauti- 
ful and comely in thine Eyes. 


USE X, 


A tenth Uſe may be to Sinners that are 
eſcaped ; You are preſerved, it's true, and 
Chriſt, this Branch of the Lord, ſhould be 
glorious unto you : If thou art yet in a ſtate 
of fin, 1 would ſay unto thee four or five 
things : 

F, Though thou art eſcap'd, Chriſt is not be- 
come olorious unto thee : a Soul in its natu- 
ral condition ſeeth no Glory and Beauty in 
Chriſt; it is the work of Faith that opens 
the Eyes to ſee Chiiſts Glory and Excellen- 
, Cy, 1 Pet.2.7. To you that believe he ts preci- 
ous : Though it be thy Duty, thou can{t not 
live up to 1t ; thy Eyes are blind, faſt cloſed, 
and the Glory of Chriſt is not diſcerped by 
thee: this therefare is thy miſery, thou haſt 
not anſ{Wered the/Lords expectation 1n this 
eminent preſervation. Sinners cry as they, 
Iſa.5 3.2. We ſee no form nor comlineſs in him, 
nor Beauty, for which we (hould deſire him : the 
Sinners Eyes ate faſt cloſed, that though this 
be thy Duty, thou can(t not ſee it. Nor 

2ly. Canſt 
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2[y. Canſt thou interpret thy Preſervation 
to be out of good will.co thee : Row. 8.28. 
All things ſhall work together for good unto them 
that love God; but thou doſt not love the 
Lord,nor art thou the Called of the Lord, thou 
art ſtill in thy ſin, and for the preſent canſt 
not interpret this diſpenſation to be in kind- 
'neſs: what may be in the heart of God, 
what ſecret parpoſe he may have, how he 
may deſign hereafrer ro bring thee near un- 


to himſelf, thou cant not tell, icis hidden _ 


for the preſent ; and yet thou canſt not ſee 
there is any good intended thee in thy pre- 
ſervation : and this is ſad, ir exceedingly 
' Tobs the Soul of the ſweetneſs of [ich a dil- 
penſation, When 1t cannot be took to be in 
kindneſs. And EY YER 

3ly. If thou art a Sinner, thou wilt uſe 
thy preſervation to a wrong end : Sinners,if 
they ask mercy, it is ulually to wrong ends ; 
and if they receive mercies, they improve 
them finfully ; Pſal. 78. 18, They tempted 


God in their heart by asking meat for their luſt . 


they asked a mercy, burir was for their luſt, 
and they did as ſadly improve it, verſ, 28, 
29, 30. And hbelet it fall in the midſt of ther 
Camp, ſo they did eat, and were well filled, for 
he gave them their own deſire ; they were not 
etranged from their luſt , but while their meat 
was yet it their months, the wrath of God came 

upon 
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, «pou them, &c. Thus it will be with thee, 
Soul, if thou art yet in thy Sin ; it 1s true, 
thoa art preſerved, bur ir will be to a farther 
miſery ; thou haſt asked it to finful ends, 
and wilt uſe it finfully, and ſo bring a curſe 
upon thy ſelf, This is the (miſery of a poor 
Soul 1n tin, he ſpoils his Mercies, and brings 
down the wrath of God upon himſelf. To 

Which add, 
4ly. If thou remaineR in fin, the time 18 
coming when thou wilt certainly give a ſad 
accotnpt of this mercy thou haſt received, 
and wilt really fall under a diſpenſarion 
much more {ad then that from which thou 
art now delivered : Chriſt will come in flaming 
fire, and render vengeance unto them that know 
not God, nor obey the Goſpel of Chriſt, the great 
intent of which, is the exalting of Chriſt, 
Now when by all means thou haſt not been 
provoked to anſwer this end ; what will the 
reſult and ifſue of all be, but the rendring 
vengeance unto thee, and the wrapping thee 
upin eternal miſery ? I would therefore ſay 
unto a Soul in fin, What wilt thou do > thou 
art a dying creature ; though thou haſt eſca- 
ped this ſtorm, and art in ſafety to day, 
Erernity will ſoon come upon thee : Ah 
what wilt thou do ? Soul, thy great work ly- 
eth in two things, I will bur even name 
them : Firſt, G5 unto the Lord , that he. 
would 
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would open thy eyes to ſee thy own miſery, 
and Chriſt in his glory, that he would anoint 
thine Eyes with his Eye-ſalve, that may 
cauſe the ſcales of ignorance to fall from 
them, ſo as that thou mayſt ſee thy ſelf and 
Chriſt, aright : Secondly, Beg that thou 
maylt have a heart to give up thy ſelf to 
Chriſt, that the glory thou ſeelt in him, may 
make thee reſtleſs unjT thou haſt taken hold 
of him, without,wtich thou canſt not walk 
ough thou art preſerved, nor 
can(t tnoff cheerfully look another time of 
trouble in the face, and much leſs that time 
when thou ſhalt be going to thy long home. 


USE XI. 


One Uſe more : Should the Branch of the 
Lord be glorious unto Eſcaping Ones ? It 
then adviſeth all earneſtly to preſs after ſuch 
a Spirit : I have two or three things to ſay, 
by way of motive, and ſo proceed to the ſe- 
cond Note or Do&rine. _ | 

x. Conlider what a Preſervation it is thou 
' haſt ; itis not thy Eſtate, thy Liberty, thy 
Name, but thy Life ; and Skin for Skin, and 
all that a man hath, will he grve for his Life : 
If thou ſayeſt as Fob, Whas 7s my life, that 1 
ſhould hope ? If 1 live, I may livein trouble, 
Diſtreſs 1s like to attend the Servants of God; 
._ there» 
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therefore why ſhould I make ſuch reckoning 
of my life 2 To that I ſay; Ir 1s true, diſtreſs 
may be the portion of the Lords People ; yet 
thy Life 1s a mercy ; thou mayſt out-live, or 
live above the diſtrefſes of the People of 
God ; or, atleaft, while thou haſt life, thou 
haſt hope, and time, and an opportunity to 
get into more intimate acquaintance With 
Jeſus Chriſt, to beat work about thy ever- 
laſting concernments, for which reaſon 
mainly life is tobe valued ; It is thy Life 
that is given thee for aprey : and this ſhould 
make thee greatly to value and prize the 
Lord Jeſus, that gives thee ſuch preſerva- 
tion, 

2, Confider how many, of Spirits,more 
excellent, of Hearts more enlarged, of grea- 
ter uſe in their places, that have been more 
ſerviceable unto Chriſt and his Intereſt,then 
thou haſt been, have yet fallen, and thou 
preſerved: Should not this mercy wonder- 
fully affe& thine heart > Yea, 

3. Take this, that the more thou ſeeſt of 
the Glory of Chriſt, and the more he gains 
in eſteem upon the Soul, the more the Soul 
doth gain ; it 1s gain, yea great gain, great 
riches for the Soul to improve 1n its efteem 
of Chriſt : Ts not Chriſt the great thing the 


| Goſpel preſents, - that every Soul ſhould be 


ſeeking after 2 Now the more thou w_ 
im 
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him in thy heart, the more thou haſt of true 
Treaſure, of Riches that are truly ſo called. 
To which add, 

4. That if Chriſt do not become glorious 
unto us, the time 1s haſtening when ke will 
be glorious in the efteemofothers : He will 
have glory, no thanks unto us. Certainly 
it 1s not long, but Chriſt will make himſelf 
olorious, and get himſelf a Name and Praiſe; 
and all theſe ſlaughtering Providences they 
do but tend to that end. Chriſt is at work, 
though in the dark as to us, and we cannot 
ſee his out-goings ; yet he is really working 
out his own advancement, and will make all 
theſe end in his own glory : Which leads 
meunto the ſecond Dottrine from the words, 
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The Second Doctrine. 
That the Iſſue of all 'Slau tering= | 


| Fudgements [hall be the making (1 bY iff 
| glartous 5 and that glory that ſhall be put 


pon the Head of (hriſt, ſhall tend ta the 
Good and Benejit of thoſe of Iſrael. that 
ſhall eſcape the Slaughter, | 


| T His Truth lieth asplainly in the Words 


as may be ; and for the proſecution of 
it, I ſhall propound this plain method : © 
Firſt, To (hew you that in days of ſlaugh- 
ter all th2 1ſrae! of God rhay not eſcape: 
Some of them may, bur others may fall.' 
Secondly, That the reſult of the ſlaugh- 
ter, whoever ſtands or falls, (hall be for the 
raifing up Chriſt and his glory, for the get- 
ting him a Name. | 
Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you 
what glory (hall be brought to Chriſt in the 
end and iflue of the ſlaughters that (hall be 
madein the World. And 
Fourthly, That all the glory that (hall be 
put upon the head of Chriſt, ſhall be in mercy 
G unto 
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unto thoſe of 1ſrael that out-live and eſcape , 
the Diſtrefles that ſhall-break-in-upon the | 


World. And then 
Fifthly, The Application will fofjow. 


Firſt, To begin then with the fiſt, viz. 


T hat. 1n days-of ſlaughter all the Iſrael of God 


pofſil ly, may not eſcape ; ſome of them may fall 
tothe Fropnd : Thag .is clearly intimated in 


the Text, The Branch of the Lordſhallbe glo- | 
rrous'to FHEM that ARE eſcaped of Tſracl ;, | 
ſtrongly-holding out to us, ' that fome among | 
Iſrael may fall.I need t1aynothing-to confirm | 
this Truth, but onely refer you to our ſad | 
experience this day;z- I might;hid you-go 


round. unto. all the Churches: of Chriſt in 
and about the great, City,and ask them how 
it hath fared with the. Saints of God this day; 
doubtleſs you will: find every of them rec- 
koning up their Slain, and thoſe that have 
fallen/by the Sword of the Angel : I might 
bid you go ynto every. Soul that knows God 
18. truth, in and about this City, and ſee what 
* account they will give you ; I am perſwa- 
ded.you would find almoſt every of them 
making ſome or -other ſad complaint for the 
loſs.of ſuch and ſuch a Chriſtian Friend, and 
ſuch a one that feared the Lord, with whom 
they had much intimacy and acquaintance : 
this 1 zhe general cry among the _ 

| ay. 


— © __-a .: oc . 0 J-m ovMAa .u JP © fo ob on A, ja, q A 


”e 


OQ ws 


Ws vY 


Poe Tb 9 UE AST - 


reed MLS ©... SES MAN 6.9 © & Y 


day. Buta little, that'theſe proceedings of 
God may--not ſtartle you ; you ſhall finde 
ſome footſteps of like dealings in the days 
of old, that God hath not walked in an un- 
trodden pith, but a courſe he hath ſometities 
taken 'in' days and times paſt, Sometimes 
in Scripture you find the Lord threatnins of, 
and cutting down onely the Uncircumciſed 
Ones, the profane Nations and People of 
theearth ; thus Ezek.z2. you have a long 
Catalogue 'of the dreadful Judgements of 
God upon men uncircumciſed, from ver. 20, 
to vef(,309. where he tells you that many of 
the batharous Nations that knew not God, 
are gone down to the pit, letng ſlain with the 
ſword ; -and he concludes; verſ.30. T here be 
the Princes of the North, all of them, and the 
Zidomans, which are gone down with the ſlain, 
with their terrour ; they are aſhamed of their 
might, and'they lie uncircumciſed with then 
that be ſlain by the ſword, and bear their ſhame 
with them that go down to the pit, &c, At other 
tines you find the Lord dealing with his 
own People, as with the uncircumciſed,and 
laying them together under the ſame Cafa- 
mity and Diſtreſs ; Fer,9..1$ 2 famous in- 
ſtance, werſ.25. Behold, the days come [auh 
the Lord, that I will pumſh all them which are 
circumciſed, with the uncircumciſed : God 
tells us plainly there are ſuch times in which 
G 2 his 
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his.own People and others may fare alike ; 
'Calamities and Diſtrefles may make no di- 
ſtinRion 3, it may be in ſome meaſure unto 
the Saints as it is tothe Sinners. You (hall 


tens as heavy things againlt his /ſrael, as a- 
oainſt any, Fer. 14. the Prophet begins to beg 
mercy for /ſrael, O the Hope of Iſrael, ver.s. 
_ the Sawionr thereof in the time of trouble ! why 


for a.night ? 1n which woras he ſeems to in- 
timate that it would be a ſtrange thing, a 
ſtrange way of proceeding, if God ſhould 
turn againſt his People ; if thou art the Sa- 
viour of thy People, wilt thou yet turn thy 
hand againſt /ſrae!, to whom thou haſt been 
known as a Saviour? but God ſtopt the 
mouth of the Prophet, verſ.11,12, Ther 
ſaid the Lord unto me, . Pray not for this People 
for their good ; when they faſt, I will not bear 
their cry ; and when they offer burn-Offerin gs, 
and an Oblation, 1 will not accept them ; but 1 
| wull conſume them bythe Sword, Ly the Famine, 
'{ and by the Peſtilence : This very Iſrael unto 
whom God was ſometimes known as a Savi- 

our, yetat this time he took up a reſolution 

Cconcernivg them, that he would come out 
_ a$4inſt them and conſume them by his ſore 

Judgements, So Exck, 33- God threatens 
ſome 


4 


p 


find the Lord in Scrip:ure ſometimes threa- 


| ſhouldſt thou be as a Stranger in the Land, and | 
as a way-faring man that turneth aſide to tarry | 


| 
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ſome that our-lived and eſcaped ſome Di- 
Rreſles, verſ,27. T hus ſaith the Lord Gad, As 


| 7 live, ſurely they that are in the Waſt6s. ſhall 


fall by the Sword, ard him that 15 in the open 


| Field will I grue unto the Beaſts to be devenred, 
and they that be inthe Forts and in the Cages 
! ſhalldie of the Peſtilence ;. This is ſpoken of 


Iſrael : And thoſe of Iſrael that as yet were 


not cartied away captive, God comes out a- 


eainſt them with this purpoſe and determi- 
nation,that though they did remain and were 
preſerved; they ſhould.at length fall. 'So 
Fer.44-13. ſome there were that in the time 
of Iſrael's Captivity, fled into Egypt for re- 
fuge, and what ſays he? 7 will pamſh them 
that dwell in the Land .of Egypt , as I have 
puniſhed Feruſalem, by the Sword, bythe Fa- 


mine, and by the Peſtilence : obſerve, God' 


ſometimes puniſheth Jersſalem, the Sgat of 
his own People, with theſe great and ſore 
Judgements :- Sometimes 1f. his own Peo- 
ple ſhall think to take SanRuary, and re- 
fuge themſelves here and there, it ſhall not 
avail, but the hand of the Lord ſhall, over- 


take them. Let me tell you, not onely ſome 
of Gods Iſrael may fall by Naughter , but- 


ſome of the principal of bis People, fome 
of the choice ones of the flock; Jer. 25. 


34,35. Howl ye Shepherds, and cry, and wal- 


low your ſelves inthe Aſhes, ye principal of the 
G 3 Flock, 
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F lock., for the dayes of your Slaughter, aud of 
your "Diſperſion are, accompliſhed; and ye ſhall | 
fall the a pleaſant vefſel, and the Shepherds | 

all have no way to flee, nor the Principal of 
the'Flock toeſcape. We are apt to ſiy,when 


cliiliren of men, and rertibſe't iN "is deal- 
ins to his own People, "'Whar do theſe 
thinss mean ?. We are ready to look upon 
ſuch Providences as things uncouth,ſtrapge 
and unheard-of ; but we  finde'3 It 18,Not out- 
of the courſe and [method that God hath ob- 
ſerved heretofore.” So that I-may conclude 
in reſpect of common calamity, ir ſome- 
times falls according to that, Eccl.v. 2, All 
things come althe unto pF there 75 one event 
to the Righteous, and to. the Wicked ; to the 
Good, to the Clean, and to the Unclean to 
hin that ſacrificeth,and to him that ſacrificerh' 
not, As ts the Good, a z# the Sumner 3 aud he 
that ſweareth,as het at eareth an Oath, 

"But if the Reaſon' be demarided, How 
comes it to paſs, and, whence + &1t, that any of 
God's Iſrael ſhould' fall tn times of ſlaughter ? 

\ 1... Not ro infili upon the Prerogative of 
God,(which might be the firſt thiog) where- 
by he is Lord of all his Creatures, and his 
own People as well as others, and there- 
fote may diſpenſe nts all according to the 


good- one o Ws own Will. 
2, In 


w= [ze God rerrible 1 in- his doings .to the | 
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2, In the ſecond pace y ;the) ag 4 
may: be.this, - v42. T hat God canngt 

kis' Covenant with his People Ces 
at any cheaper rate, ke. cannot be fajtbgi ul 
ſometimes to; his Promiſe with, hi is 
People, unleſs he let them feel Tay wr 
ing Rad, and talte of that Cup of whic 
makes his Enemies drink a fall Drays ug 
God by Covenant ftands. bound ta purge aut 
.thz folly that 1s bound up in. the beats of 
his Children ; and truly ſometimes lults ih 
the Sowl are like ruſt.in Iron, deeply. eztgin, 
and cannot well be gotren out Without. Tome 


ſevere.and ruff uſage. 


3. Bur thirdly, The main a Reaſon, ; "the 
grand and principal Ground why ſome, of 
1ſrael may periſh in times of common Gala- 
mity is this ; they fin as che world, and ſo 
God-leayes them to ſuffer. with, and 35. he 
world; their provocations are like therWic- 
keds,. therefore. he ispleaſed, to, ſuit outian 
external puniſhment, ſomething like that 
That falls upgmy, the-teft of, the world: ;the 
:Þord ſaith, Athat ſometimes the fin: of; his 
OWN Peaple, is not onely.as the fin of the 
world but greater 3 Fer.' 5.. 28. Ti 5 are 
maxen fat, $hey ſhine, yea they overpaſs the 
deeds of the wicked. It is ſpoken af God's 
lſrael. The rruth is; though.. the? fin. of 
"Sghate, ſhall gever damn them, they are in- 
G 4 terelted 
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retefted in Chriſt; and there i no condem 
nating to them that are in Chriſt Feſws, Rom. 
'$, x, ( and hereih is much of the overflow- 
ing Grace of the new Covenant, that not- 
mithftanding the fin of Saints may have 
ſome ſuch provoking ingredients as the fin 
of ' finners hath not, thar yet fihners (hall 
-periſh eternally under their fins, 'bur the 
Saints ſhall not come into condemnation) 


yet I ſay the fin of a Saint may lay him un- | 


<der an external diſpenſation with 'the fin- 
net : the Saints fin againſt ſuch light as few 


fihners do;'and ſich love as no fititier can, | 


and that makes their provocation more pro- 

_vokihg than the fins'of finners : When it is 
thus among the Lord's People, the Lord is 

pleaſed to let thet;or ſome of them at leaſt, 

to fall by ſore ſlaughter, Ir iswþon ſuch a 
ſuppoſition that-God threatens his People 

in Deut.28, 58. If thou wilt not obſerve to ds 
all the words of this Law that are-written in 

this day, that thiou mayeſt fear this glorious 
and fearful Name, THE LORD THY 

GOD: Then the Lord will make thy Plagues 

wopderful, and the Plagues 'of thy ſeed, even 

great Plagues, and of long contunhtance,and ſore 
ſickneſs, and of long continuance, The caſe 
ſuppoſed here is this, That-God's People 
may'not keep to the-Law of the Lord, that 

they may not catty it like a people that 

a know 
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know ſomething of God, that they may not 
Carſy it as a people that know what dread 
there is in/the Name JEHOV AH, (which 
1s a Name that ſpeaks -the Great God able 
ro meet with, & avenge himſelf on all them 
that walk-not With hiths. in Truth and Up- 
rightnels) thatttiey may not carry it 2s thoſe 
that have intteſt in the Lord : Intrelt in the 
Lord doth nor give a liberty unto fin, but 1s 
the greateſt engagement unto Holineſs, and 
fouls may faroer that Obligation under 
which they lie, thoſe bonds of God that 
are upon them, that filial Child-like obe- 
dience Which they are to render unts their 
Father, andiupon ſuch defets God threat- 
neth,-as you have heard; Take his threat- 
ning in a few particulars, and you ſhall ſee 
what fin may bring upon the Lord's' own 
People : 'he threarnerh, Hiſt, Plagues, yea, 
all kind of Plagues, Judgements of every 
ſort. 2dly; Such as ſhould be wonderfull, 
that ſheuld' be Full of terrour and amaze- 
ment unto all that look upon them; as God 
ſometimes ſpeaks to his People, and tells 
them he will m24ke chem un aſton: (hment to all 
round about them, yea ſuch as ſhould make 
them a wonder unto themſelves. 3dly, He 
threatens they ſhould lie under Plagoes of 
long continuance, year after year : We are 
apt co think a judgment mult be terminated 
. to, 
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to, and ended in ſuch a.ſpace of time ; but 
God can ([tretch it.out upon his own, even 
for a long ſeaſon, +: gthly, All the Judge- 
ments of Egypt ſhall come upon them, all 
the-Judgements. they were afjaid of, and 
proved a terrour unto their ſouls.,; 5thly, 
They might fall under ſuch Judgements as 
they had not heard, or at any time read of 
b:fore ; he would. create trouble. to them: 
Certainly if it be according to that word, 


Lam.3.33. that the Lord doth not affi;ft wil- | 


lingly, nor grieve the children of men,;, though 
they are but the children of men, the Lord 
doth not eafily. afflict them, , not-at every 
turn contend with them, muchileſs will he 
upon light and {light occafions contend with 
his own People,and the choice(t of nis own; 
but when he finds them under provocations 
he is pleaſed thus :to break out againſt 
them, . Obſerve that where you find God 
coming out to cut off his People by a laugh- 
tering ſtroke, you ſhall find ſome, notable 
provocation Was, the procuring cauſe , it 
was not for nothing ;. Deat. 28, 2x. The 
Lord ſhall make the Peſtilence cleave unto thee, 
until he hath conſumed thee from off the Land 
whither thou goeſt to poſſeſs it. It wa$ ſpoken 
to {ſrael : upon what occaſion ? the 15th 
verle will tell you ; But it ſhall came to, paſs, 
if thou_wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 
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Lord thy God,to obſerve to do all bis Commayd- 
ments," anti his Statutes, which 1 command 
thee this day, that all theſe Curſes ſhall come 
upon thee, and overtahe thee, Ard io Ezth. 
5.1112. Wherefore a5 T live, ſaith the Lord 
God, ſurely becauſe thow haſt defiled my Sar- 
Unary vith all thy deteſtable things, ant with 
all thize' abominations',” therefore will I. alſo 
diminiſh" thee, neither ſhall mine eye ſpare, nor 
will I have any pity.' A third part of thee 
(hall die by the Peſtilence, and with Famine 
ſhall they be conſumed in the midſt of thee, and 


| a third part ſhall fall by the Sword ronnd about 
thee; and 1 will ſcatter a third partinio all, 


the winds, and will draw out a Sword after 
them, &'c, Hete are dreacful threatnings, 
and it'\was upon great provocatigns: there 


were great tunings ahde (rOFeod, Cor- 
rupting his Worſhip, polfuting his Sanua- 
ry,the fire of God's jealouſy burns hot abour 
his Sanctuary ;. and if he find his People in 
the matter of his Worſhip corrupted, he 
breaks out againſt them with great ſeverity: 
It was upon ſome ſuch account David ſhun- 
ned the place, the. high place at Gibeoy, 
where the Plague was ; he knew that he had 
deſerved deat!;, and therefore he could not 
9 to Gibeon, for he was afraid becauſe of 
the Sword of the Angel of -the Lord, as you 
may ſee, x Chron, 21, 28, I mayallude to 

| that, 
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That, Ezek, 18, 24. I know the words have 
another ſenſe. than that that is before me, 
but I allude to them only; and as he ſaith, 
When the Righttows turneth away from his 
Righteouſneſs, and, committeth Imquity, and 
doth according to all the abominations that the 


wickgd man doth, ſhall he live ? all his righ- 


teonſneſs that he hath doxe (hall not be mention- 


ed : in his treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſed, and . | 


#n his finthat he hath ſinned ſhall be die. So 1 
may ſay, when the Saints of God turn into 
wayes of {inners, and act in like provoca- 
tions with them, in the fins they fn, and the 
rreſpaſſes that they commit, they may die, 
and.the. hand of the Lord may break out a- 
gainſt them to the ſlaughtering of them, and 
cutting them down, 

Ob. x. If any ſhall objec here and ſay, 
If the Saints may be ſlaughtered by, and fall 
in common Calamity, what profit bath the Jew 
then, and what advantage # there by Ciroum- 


ciſion ? what advantage hath the Saint above. 


and beyond the Sinner ? 

Anſw. To that I anſwer ; He hath ad- 
vantage Many Wayes ; to name a feW par- 
ticulars : | 

I, Though one of God's Iſrael may fall 
by a ſlaughtering Judgment, yet he 1s in the 
leaſt danger ot any one ; he may fall as fin- 
ners do, but he is in the leaſt danger ; 

there 
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there 18 greater hope of his ſecurity than of 
thoſe that Know not God : The Saints have 
the Spirit of God to lead them into his way 
and Work, and therefore are not ſo eaſily 
left to run 1nto thoſe fins that may provoke 
God to cut them oft by ſuch Judgments 
all the Sons of God are led by the Spirit of 


| God; Rom.8.14. As many as are led by the 
| Spirit of God are the Sons of God ; C& e con- 
| ira: a blefled Promiſe the Lord doth make 


in that 25th Pſalm unto his own People 
touching the guidance they (hall have; ver, 


' 12, What man t he that fearcth the Lord, 


him ſhall he teach in the way that he ſhall 
chuſe. God here engageth himſelf not to 
leave his People to themſelves, to the ways 
and workings of their own hearts, but to 
direct them into his Way; and when he trath 
them in his way, what then? wer. 13. his 
ſoul ſhall dwell at eaſe, or, as Fans rran- 
{lates, his ſoul ſhall dwell in good , as if he 
ſhould ſay,when I guide my People into my 
ways, than evil {hall not eafily overtake 
them ; but they ſhall dwel and reſt in good, 
and mercy ſhall compaſs them about ; if 
they Repout of Gods way, the Lord knows 
how to call them back again ; Iſa. 30. 21, 
Thine ears ſhall bear a word behind thee, ſay- 
ing, This us the way, walk, ye mit. If the 
Saints have provoked God, there is a pofſi- 

bility 
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* biliry for them to make their peace, that 
' the difference may not grow to -any great 
height ; they may compound the difference, 
and make up the breach , by a ſpitir of 
mourning and humiliation ; they may lye 
at the foot of the Lord, and abhor them- 
ſelves in duſt and aſhes, and ſo make up 
the breach : 2nd to this work they are fitted 
in fome meaſure through Grace ; nay, they 
have a Friend in Heaven that intercedeth 
for them ; and though they have provoked 


God, the difference may bz by him ſo me- | 


diated, thar God may be ſtopped from com- 
ing forth in his hor Difpleaſure, 1 make no 
doubt but the Lord may ſay concerning ma- 
ny of his People, as he doth of - /ſrael of old 
in Pſal.106.23, Therefore he ſaid he would 
deſiroy them, had not Moſes hs choſen ſtood | e- 
fore him in the breach. Doubtleis our Lord 
Felus Chriſt, that Moſes, he of whom o- 
ſes was a type, and in this a great type, doth 
oftentimes ltep in berween the Lord and 
his People, and make up the Breach, and 
divert that Wrath that otherwiſe would 
come down in dreadful Judgments, to the 
cutring them off the Earth. 

2, Though a Saint may fall tnto a cala- 
mity, yet it 18 advantagious to be a Saint in 
ſuch a day, for ſuch a one, though he fall,he 


ſhall be ſupported in his fall, and the _ 
| 0 
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of the Judgment ſhall be taken off. God 
may chaſten his People with a Rod,let Tooſe 
the ſevereſt Judgments upon them. He mzy' 
cut them down, but yet he muſt hold them 
by the hand; by Covenant he Rauds bound 
to give them ſtrength for every tryal ; and 
blefled Experiences there have been of this 
kind this day, of thoſe Servants of God 
that have gone to their eternity by thou- 
ſands; There are them that have left this 
Teſtimony, That God was with them in that 


| hour; and though the Judgement init ſelf 


confidered, had t-uch of bitterneſs in it, 
yet God was pleaſed to {weeten it to them 
by an abundant ſence of Divine Love : 1t 
is faid, Pſal,149. 5. Let the Saints be joyful 
in glory, let them ſing alond upon thur bed, 
Some Saints are not only joytull in Glory 
now they are with God, but have ſung a- 
loud upon their fick and death-bzds , on 
which they have been caſt by this preſent 
Jadement of God , and declared to the 
praiſe of -his Grace, that he did ſupport and 
chear their inward man by the enjoyment of 
his bleſſed refreſhing Preſence in that 
needful hour.; and truly the curſe and ting 
of ſuch a Diſpenſation is taken {way from 
the Saints. Thus ſome interpr--2 that word 
Pſal.9 1.10, there ſhall no P/ "24 come nigh 
their dwelling ; that is, ſay tt. '1' the Plague 
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of the Plague ſhall n8t come nigh ther dwelling; 
the curſe of it ſhall not come, though the 
thing ir ſelf come, God will take off the 
curſe, and that is the bitterneſs and ſting of 
any affliction : Death comes upon every 

man, Saint and Sinner; on the Wicked it 
comes with a ſting in its tayl; a curſe with 
it, it is an inlet for them into eternal miſe- 
ry,falling under the everlaſting Diſpleaſure 
of the glorious God ; the Saint dyeth too, 

but the curſe is taken off from him in his 
Death, his grave is his bed, where he reſts 
in peace, and that ſtroke only opens a door 
unto him into 'his Father's preſence. Iſa. 
57.2. They ſhall enter to peace, they ſhall 
reſt inthur beds, each one walking in his up- 
rightneſs. So 1 Cor.15. 55. ſaith the Apo- 
Rle, 0 Death, where ts thy ſting? O Grave, 
where #5 thy Viftory? The curſe of Death 
1s taken away fiom the Saint ; So though 
the Sint fall in and under ſuch a calamity, 
the (ting of it is fo taken out, that it is but a 
bleſſed paſſage unto him into «Abraham's 
boſoin. 

3. Itis yet worth while to be of Gods //- 
rael 1n a time of Slaughter, though one 
ſhouſd nc eſcape the Slaughter, for this rea- 
ſon ; Tha! if a Soul gounto its Eternity by 
ſuch a Slav. ter, God will yer thereby glo- 
tifie himſei. j0re, and make the fall of his 

Servants 
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Servants of greater uſe then their ſtanding 
on Earth could have been : be confident 
God reſolveth to make the moſt of every 
one of his People ; they are precious unto: 
him, and ſhall not lightly fall to the Earth ; 
but. if they do fall , itſhall be becauſe he 
knows how to make their fall promote his 
olory : asin Martyrdom,the death of a Saint 
furthers the intereſt of Chrift more then his 


| living could do, and ſo it is here : God by 


this means vindicates his own Holineſs, 
when he lets a Saint fall in a Calamity, he 
doth abundantly evidence his ownHolineſs; 
to the World, and tet men ſee that if fin be 
found in his own, he will puniſh it, and that 
ſharply, even to a temporal death ; which is 
2 high teſtimony of Gods _ and contra- 
riety unto all fin. A notable word you have 
Exod.23,20,21, Behold, I ſend au eAngel 
before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring 
thee into the place which [ have prepared , be- 
ware of him, and obey his woice, provoke hins 
not ; for he will not pardon your tranſgreſſions, 
for my Name # in him: Obſerve, the Angel 
here is the Lord Jeſus, who- hath the com- 
mand of Life and Death, he ſometimes cuts 
off ſome of his own People, becauſe tin _is 
found upon them ; he will not pardon, but 
he will cut off, and why > The Name of the 
Eord is upon him ; he miſt vindicate Gods 

H Honousy 


os EBEN-EZER; 
Honour, his Holineſs, and for this end lets 
ſome of his People fall : And truly this is 
uſe enough that God makes. of his People, 
if he pleaſeth thus to deal with them. | This 
in anſwer to my firſt ObjeRion, | 

Obj. 2. But how # the fall of Gods People 
n a common Calamity, conſiſtent with his Pro. 
miſe of ſpecial Preſervation ? One ſuch Pro. 


miſe you have in that famous place, Pſal.g1, | 


9,10, Becauſe thou haſt made the Lord, 


which is my Refuge, even the moſt High, | 


thy habitation ; there ſhall no evil befall 
thee, nor ſhall: any Plague come nigh thy 
dwelling : and azother, ſuch-like Promiſe you 
have, Deat.7.15. And the Lord will take a- 
way from thee all Sickneſs,and will put none 
of the evil Diſeaſes of Egypt, which thou 
knoweſt, upon thee ; but will lay them up- 
on all them that hate thee : How doth the 
Lords cutting off ſome of his People, conſiſt with 

theſe Promiſes ? <p 
Anſw, TothatTI anſwer : Theſe Promiſes 
are conditional, as is evident, and if we 
keep not the condition annexed to thoſe Pro- 
miſes, God is not bound to fulfil them in the 
Letter : for that word in the 91ft Pſalm, No 
Plague ſhall come nigh their dwelling , I have 
kinted already, that it may be taken other- 
wile then juſt according to the letter ; and 
where he ſaith, No Plague, it may be taken 
thus, 
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EBEN-EZER. 99 
thus, The Plagne of the Plague ſhall not come 
»1gh thy dwth;ug ; the Caule of it, and wrath 
it, ſhall 'not'come into'thy dwelling ; but 
take it as a Promiſe of ſpecial particular pre- 
ſervation, and itis a Promiſe with a Condi- 
tion ; the Condition 1s in the 9th verſ. Be- 
cauſe thou haſt made the Lord, which us my Re- 
fuge, even the moſt High, thy habitation : The. 
Condition is abundance of Faith, living in, 
and living upon God ; and a little Unbe- 
lief, one ſtep awry-in a Way of Unbelief, 
may forfeit thy intereſt in, and good by this 
Promiſe, and that is ſoon done : It is a rare 
thing for a man to live in and upon the Lord, 
to make him our' Habitation at all times : 
The Soul that doth not live up to the Con- 
dition , may forfeit the Mercy promiſed. 
As for that word, Dext.7. it is a Promiſe on 
Condition alſo ; the Condition of the Pro- 
miſe you find , verſ. 12. Wherefore it ſhall 
come to paſs, if you hearken unto theſe Tudge- 
ments, and keep and do them, that the Lord thy 
God ſhill keep nnto thee the ('ovenant and the 
Mercy which he ſware unto thy Fathers : but 
now if any of the Lords People be found tur- 
ting aſide to crooked paths, the Lord may lead 
them forth with the Workers of [niquity, to fall 
by the Carrie ſtroke with them, 

Obj. 3. If it be objz&:d, But theſe Deal- 
2ng8 are not ſuitable unto the ancient Dealings 
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of God with his own People : for God hath ſome- 
"times been wont to cut down Sinners but ſpare 
hs Saints ; Abraham hints ſo mach in hu 
pleading with God, Gen.18.,23,24,25. Wilt 
thou alſo deſtroy the Righteous with the 
Wicked ? peradventure there be fifty Righ- 
teous within the City, wilt thou alſo deftroy 
and not ſpare the place for the fifty Righte- 
ous that are therein? that be far from thee 
to do after this manner, to ſlay the Righ- 
teous With the Wicked ; and that the Righ- 
teous ſhould be as the Wicked, that be far 
from thee ; ſhould not the Judge of all the 
Earth do right ? ard alſo that Exod. 12, 29, 
30. where God cuts off the firſt-born of Egypt; 
from the firſt-born of Pharaoh that ſat on his 
Throne, unto the firſt-born of the Captive 


that was in the Dungeon ; but not a hair of | 


the head fell from any i Iſrael, and be cuts 

them off i y the Plague, | 
Arnſw, For aniwer to this, plainly thus : 
Let the Scriptures and Caſes be rightly con- 
fidered, and you ſhall find the anſwer eahe : 
In that caſe, Gen.18.where Abraham pleads 
for Mercy for Sodom, becauſe of the Righte- 
ous, he doth ſuppoſe though Sodow was a 
wicked place,there might be many found in 
Sodom, that did not fall in with the abomi- 
nations of that place, for which God was 
comins to deftroy them ; and by Righteous 
| Ones, 
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Ones, he may mean thoſe that were free in 
agreat meaſure from the crying Abominati.- 
ons for Which God was coming to puniſh': 
Now if the People of God do ftand clear 
from all thoſe Abominations for which he 
contends With a People,then truly God will 
hardly cut them off; but if he find them com- 
mitting the ſins for which he puniſheth, he 
may then ſuffer them to fall among them 
that fall : This was the caſe in Egypt, God 
comes forth to execute Judgements upon 
the Oppreſfors of his People, the guilt was 
notin them, they were onely the Sufferers ; 
therefore being free from the Sin, God ex- 
empts them from any patrt in the ſuffering : 
Which may be enough for anſWer to that Ob. 
jection, | 
Obj.4., If it be ſaid, But Iſraels Fall hath, 


| diſappointed the Faith of many of the Lords 


People ; have not many of the Saints verily le- 
lieved that the Lords People ſhould not have 
been touched, but God would diſtinguiſh between 
them and others ? | 

Anſw, TothatI anſwer, That the conh- 
dence and expeRation of ſome may be made 
void, bur God will not fail rhe Faich of any; 
God fails no mans Faith, if his Faith do not 
fail. There is a vaſt difference between 
Confidence, Expectation, and Faith ; Faith 
is a rare thing, 2 choice Plant, and 1 believe 
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it doth not ſpring forth into a&, even in the 
Garden of the Saints themſelves, as we are 
apt to imagine; we many times think a 
oroundleſs Confidence real Faith. You 
ſhall find the expeRation of a People may 
be fruſtrated ; Fer.8.15. We looked for peace, 
but no good came ; and for a time of health, but 
behold trouble : they did look for it, but ſuch 
an expeRation mult not be called by the 
name of Faith : Let me tell you, That no- 
thing 1s Faith but that that is grounded upon 
a Word, Pſal.119.49, Remember thy Word 
unto thy Servant, ox the which thou haſt cauſed 
we to hope. Tt is very hard to find any word 
in Scripture, where God doth abſolutely aſ- 
ſure unto his People exemption in a ſlaugh-' 
tering-Calamity , eſpecially until Chriſt 
(hall come forth to execute Judgement upon 
tne Earth, Therefoie there not being a 
word for ſuch Faith, there cannot be a.Faith 
of ſuch a diſtincdion : Though men may 
call their vain expeRations by the name of 
Faith, they ſhall never find it to have Faiths 
Efficacy. 

Obj. 5. If it be further ſaid, That by the 
falling of Gods Iſrael, the Lord croſſes and hin- 
ders his own deſign ; he hinders the effett of the 
Judgement upon the Hearts of ſinners ; their 
hearts come |y this means to be the more hard- 
ned, and they thence conclude it 1s not intended 
| aud 
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and diretied ſpecially againſt them ; for,ſay they, 
T he Good fall, as well as the Bad ; and we are 
xot intended more then others, 

Anſw, To that I anſwer : What if God 
will, for the hardning the hearts of Sinners, 
let ſome of his own fall > What if that ſhall 
be one part of Gods defign 1n it, that their 
hearts may be hardened, and thereby they 
may be the more ripened-for their utter ru- 
ine and deſtruction ? If God have this de- 
ſign in his heart, and will therefore be con- 
tent to let ſome of his fall in a Calamity, 
who are we that we ſhould reply againſt 
God ? , 

06.6, If, in the fixth place, you ſhould 
ask me, But what ſhall we ſay concerning thoſe 
of Gods Iſrael that are fallen? muſt we conclude 
them all fallen in their treſpaſſes, and cut off be- 
cauſe of ſome notable provocation that they ſtood 
guilty of ? p- 

Anſw, I anſwer, No, in no Wiſe ; notwith- 
Randing all that hath been ſaid : But my 
poor thoughts are theſe, That ſome of the 
Lords own Iſrael may have had too great a 
hand in, and may have ſtood under too much 
ouilt with reſpect to ſome of the provocati- 
ons of this day, and ſo may be fallen in their 
treſpaſſes ; God may have cut them off from 
the Earth in ſome diſpleaſure,for ſome Abo- 
minations, in which they bave been found, 
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though he may receive them to himſelf in 
olory : but I muſt ſay concerning others of 
the Lord's People this day fallen, and ſome 
of them have this witneſs in my "ſoul, that 
ſurely the hand of God went not out 204inſt 
them for any ſpeciall provocation upon 
them, but upon account of the accompliſh- 
ing and bringing about ſome notable things 
that are in the heart of God, which time 
muſt manifeſt : therefore though the falling 
of many Saints may ſpeak, that the Lord.is 
diſpleaſed with his People, yet I would e- 
ven ſay concerning many of them ( and-it 
may b2 a caution unto uz) as Chriſt, Sep- 
poſe ye that theſe Galileans were ſinners "al ove 
Fl the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
things? I tell you nay, but except ye repent, 
Je ſhall all likewiſe periſh ; or thoſe eighteen 
upon whom the Tower in Sh1/oe fell, and 
flew them, think ye that they wzre finners 
above all others that dwelt in Jeruſalem ? 
I tell you hay, but except ye repent ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh : though many of the 
Saints may poſſibly have fallen through Oreat 
provocations, yet ſurely for others we muſt 
not reckon them ſinners above the rett of 
the Saints that remain, 
Obj. 7. If it be asked, May we conclude 
that all he Iſrael of God that have eſcaped, and 
Way eſcape through Grace, that they do there. 


fore 
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fore eſcape becauſe they have been found walk- 


 wng uprightly with God, in a conſtant exerciſe of 


Grace, dothey therefore eſcape becauſe they are 
found in right and good frames of ſoul ? 

| Tothat I anſwer : Let us »ot be high- 
minded, bat fear. Though poſſibly ſome of 
the Saints that ſtand, God hath found them 
in a right Spirit, and is therefore pleaſed to 
ſpare, yet for many of us we muſt put our 
preſervation upon ſome other ſcore ;, I . 
would rather place it where the Spirit of - 
God doth ſometimes place the preſervation 
of Iſrael, Plal.78. But he being full of com- 
paſſion, forgave their 1niquities ; Yea, many a 
rume turned away his Anger, and did not ſtir 
up all bis Wrath, 1 do rather ſuppoſe that 


"moſt of us that live, live through the grace 


and indulgence of a tender-hearted God,, 
becauſe he doth not fir up all his Wrath, 
rather than b:cauſe we have been found in 
this right and excellent Spirit which this 
day calls for,and which of right ſhould have 
been found upon us. And thus I have 
ſhewed that in dayes of ſlaughter all of /{- 
rael may not eſcape, and why. | 
I proceed now to the ſecond Branch fo 
proſecution of this DoErine, to ſhew that 
whoever (tand or fall, Chrift will loſe none 
of his glory, that all (langhte:ing-providen- 
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In that day ſhall. the Branch of the Lord le 
beartiful and glorious : that 1s, in that day 
When ſome great and dreadful Slaughters 
are brought to a concluſion ; as is evident 
if you confider and compare it with what 
o0es before in the third chapter. Certainly 
2 lictle light into Scripture is enough to ſa- 
tisfie us, that God hath brought forth many 
oxeat things for his own glory and the good 
of his People, by ſlaughters ; it were eafie 
to obſerve unto you that moſt of the great 
things that God hath done for his Name 
and People, have been effeRed and brought 
about by great Giſtreſles 3 Iſrael were ſet 
free from their oppreſſion, which was an e- 
minent mercy, and how 7 Slaughters were 
made to bring that about ; Exod. 14. 13. 
Moſes ſaid unto the People, Fear ye not, ſtand 
ftill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord, which 
he will ſhew unto you to day : for the Egyptians 
whom ye have ſeen to day, ye (hall ſee them a- 
gain no more for ever, And you ſhall finde 
they were poſſeſſed of Canaaz,ſetled in that 
2cod Land, but which way ? it was by and | 
through great ſlaughters ; the Canaanite - 
was diſperſed and driven out, and it was by 
cutting them off ; yea, I do ſuppoſe that 
one. of the means and wayes by which God 
made way for 1ſrae/ to ſet them in Canaan, 


was by the Peſtilence ; I gather it from that 
Exod, 
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Exod.23.23. My Angel ſhall go before thee, 
and bring thee 1n unto the Amorites, and the 
Hittites,and the Perriſites,and the Canaannes, 
and the Hivites, and the Febuſites, and I will 
cut them off, God ſaith he would ſend his 
Angel to doit. The Angels of God work: 
many wayes ; but that that is eminently 
called in Scripture the ſtroke of the Angel, 
it 1s that ſtroke by the Peſtilence, as many 
inſtances might make it good ;. and .I the 
rather judge it tobe the intent of the ex- 
preſſion, becauſe it is ſaid in verſ, 25. Tos 
ſhall ſerve the Lord your God, aud he ſhall bleſs 
thy bread and thy water, and I will take fick- 
neſs away from the midſt of thee : The Angel 
ſhall cut off the Canaanites, but I ſhall take 
ſickneſs away from thee, And if you con- 
fider what God hath promiſed to do for his 
People in the time to come, Pſal.103.6,7. 
you find cauſe to believe that this is the way 
that God delights to take; The Lord exe- 
cuteth Righteouſneſs and Judgment for all that 
are pate * he made known hs wayes unto 
Moſes, and his atts unto the children of Iſrael. 
Mark, God ſaith he will a& for his People, 
he will free them from oppreſſion, from 


"bonds, and from troubles ; but how ? He 


made known his wayes unto Moſes, and his ats 
to the children of Iſrael, But you will ſay, 
How? 1 will tell you, and God hath told 

you 
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you long ago ; he told Moſes and 1ſrael, not 
onely what he would do for them in their 
day, but what he would do, and how he 
would proceed for good unto his People in 
after-dayes, In the dayes of Moſes God 
wrought for his People and led them into 
much good by {laughter, and this 1s the 


Way that God ſtill intends to take. Pſalm . 


72, entituled A Pſalm for Solomon, con- 
cerning the glory that was put upon So{o- 
201 : 1n the perſon of Solomon Chrilt is e- 
minently intended, and his Glory and Go- 
vernment is eminently pointed at ; obſerve 
which way it is that So/oxz0n and Chriſt ſhall 
come to their Glory, and come to do good 
to his People ; He ſhall judge the Poor of his 
People, he ſhall ſave the children of the Needy, 
be ſhall break, in pieces the Oppreſſors ; it 18 
ina Way of ſlaughter. So Iſa. 30. with a- 
bandance of Scriptures more that I might 
; Dame, you ſhall find there what the Lord 
ſaith he will do; There ſhall be upon every 
| high hill, rivers and ſtreams of waters, in the 
day of the great ſlaughter, when the Towers 
ſhall fall : Saith God, there ſhall le a day of 
great ſlanghter ; What ſhall the ſlaughter 
do ? the Towers. ſhall fall ; which are types 
and repreſentations of the high great 
things of this World, that ſeem to have 
great ſtrength, and to bs almoſt —_— 
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ble : But 5» the day of great ſlaughter the 
Towers ſhall fall : And what will the effe& 
thereof be? it will be glory to Chriſt, and 
o00d unto his People ; ver.26, zt # wn the 
dayes that the Lord bindeth up the breach of. 
his People, in which the light of the Moon ſhal 
be 4 the light of the Sun, and the light of the 
Sun ſhall Ze ſeven-fold, as the light of ſeven 
days : Thus will Chriſt glorifie himſelf and 
do his People good by ſlaughter. So 1ſa. 34. 
G6, he gives you an account of dreadful 
ſlaughter, The Sword of the Lord is filled with 
Blood, it ts made fat with fatueſs, and with the 
Blood of Lambs and Goats, with the fat of the 
Kidneys of Rams : for the Lord hath\a Sacri= |. 
fice in Bozrah, and a great ſlaughter in the land 
of Idumea : Here ſhall be great flanghter, 
and what ſhall be the effe& of it ? you ſhall 
ſee in the 12th verſ. They ſhall call the Nobles, 
thereof unto the Kingdom, but none ſhall le 
there, and all ber Princes ſhall be nothing ; that 
1s, the glory that ſhall come to Chriſt ſhall 
' ſoout-ſhine and out-do the glory of all the 
creat Ones of the World, that they ſhall be 
160k'd upon as if they were not, his glory 
that (hall come to him through the ſlaughter 
(hall ſo ſurpaſs them in all their glory, I 
might add ſa. 3 3.10, &c., The Earth mourn- 
&th and languiſheth, Lebanon ts aſhamed and 
bewn down, Sharon ts like a Wilderneſs, and 

Baſhan 
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Baſhan and Carmel ſhake off their fruits, Now 
will-I aviſe, ſaith the Lord, now will I be exalt- 
ed, now'will 1 lift up myſelf : Now look What 
follows, and yo! ſhall find the way by which 
he will be exalted, it is through {laughter ; 
Ye ſhall conceive Sha, ye ſhall bring forth ſtub- 
ble, your breath as fire ſhall devour you, and the 
People ſhall be as the burning of Lime, as Thorns 
cut up; they (hall be' Eurnt in fire : Ah my 
Friends ! we may think our ſelves ſecure and 
out of danger, becauſe upon our feet ; bnt 
alas; Chriſt that is to make himfelf: #torious, 
how eafily is he able to pull down the pride 
of man, and to lay low his lofty looks? it is 
2 notable word that you have Fob 24.22,0c. 
He draweth alſo the Mighty with his power ; 
when He riſeth up, (mark,that is to plead his 
Cauſe) #0 man ts ſure of his life ; though it le 
ven him to be in ſafety whereon he reſteth, yet 
bis Eyes are upon their Ways, Men may think 
themſelves ſafe and ſecure, and that which 
is their ſtrength and confidence may be un- 
touched for the preſent, but.yer the Lords 
Eyes are upon their ways ; and verſ.24.T hey 
are exalted for a little while, but are gone and 
brought low, they are taken out of the way (it 
is done in a little time) as the tops of the Ears 
of Corn : Thoſe that ſtand in the way of 
Chriſts Exaltation, they are exalted, bur ic 
is but for a little while; and in a little while, 
aL 
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; At ſhort warning, Chiiſt can throw them 
f down, and cut them off as the tops of the 
Ears of Corn. You know a little thing will 

| trike of the top of an Ear of Corn, when it 
is fully.ripe ; Chriſt can with a little ſtroke 
make all glory to periſh, that his own may 


be advanced. So that I ſay it is Chriſt's 
way and method to get himſelf glory, and do 
his People good by Slaughter ; yea, let me 
tell yon , This Plague” and Peſtilence is a 
means by which God will work out his own 
olory ; We, it may be,look upon it as a thing 
that comes of courſe once in forty years, or 
| ſuch a matter ; but truly this is a ſad mi- 
| ſtake, and-in the 89th Pſalm, a Pſalm in 
which David is much concerned, burt'in' and 
under the Perſon of David, Chriſt is inten- 
| ded ; and God when he promiſeth the King- 
dom to David, that he would ſecure. the 
Kingdom unto him, he intends Chriſt eſpe- 
X cially, that he would make Chriſt great arid 
o[orious in the World ; and which way witl 
he doit? verſ. 23. And I will beat down his 
| Foes before his face, and plague them that hate 
him, FJumw renders the word thus, Ofores 
ej plaga afficiam ; we may tranſhteit; 1will 
ſmite them that hate him : for, plaga, a ſtroke, 
1s put for any kinde of [troke or imiting, bur 
properly and more eſpecially, for this Judg- 
ment of the Plague; and I think ſo it 1s to 
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be taken here ; I will ſend this Judgement | 


abroad, that I maycut off and take away the 
haters of my Son, that I may eſtabliſh him 
in the glory that I have defigned for him. 
To which add Hb, 3.2. where the Prophet 
petitions the Lord, O Lord, I have heard thy 
ſpeech and was afraid ;, O Lord revive thy work. 


in the midſt of the years, in the midſt of the - 


nears makg known ; un wrath remember mercy : 
God came from Teman, and the Holy One fron 
Mount Parax, his plory covered the Hea- 


vens.; (that is, God came forth to work the 


Exaltation of his Son) and what courſe doth 
he take in order .to it? vetrſ.5, Before bim 
went the Peſtilence, and burning Coals went 
forth at his feet + The Peſtilence is here cal- 
led a fore-runner of Chriſts Exaltation ; he 
ſerids it before him to make room and way 
for himſelf, though we poſſibly, and our ca- 
pacities are too ſhallow to conceive how it 


ſhould be brought about - It is poſſible, if 


God ler us ſtand upon the Earth ſome few 
years, We may be much more enlightened 
in this matter, and may ſee that God was 

this day eminently working to that end. 
And that is what I would ſay to that Head; 
That Slaughter, and {laughtering-Judge- 
ments, work for and ſhall end in the making 

Chiiſ glorious, | 

T hirdly, 


| 
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Thirdly, What is that glory that {hall be 
pur on Chriſt in the iflus and end of theſe 
things ? 

Ll anſwer in a few particulars: .. 

1, The Eſſential Glory of Chriſt, in the 
day of his Glory, ſhall be more abundantly 
ſeen and diſcovered then now it 1s,and ſhall 


- take more upon the hearts of all Perſons, 


Chriſt is as glonous in his Eflential Glory 
as can be, for he is infinitely glorious, 'and 
more then infinite cannot be imagined ; but 


| this Glory may be diſcover'd and manifeſted 


beyond whatitis: The Sun is always a glo- 
rious Body, but you know the light of it is 
hid many times, Clonds and between, and 
we cannot ſeeit at ſome times as We can 
at others, Chriſt 1s exceedingly glonous, 
but little of his Glory hach been hitherto 
manifeſted to the Children of Men ; insre 
Eyes ſhall fee it; and more Hearts be taken 


With -J1t then at this day. Something of 


Chriſts Glory is ſeen already by the Saints, 
who have a ſpititual Eye,' they ſee that that 
takes their Hearts, and makes them cry our, 
as the Spouſe ſometimes doth, He #5 alroge- 
ther lovely : Some of the Saints ſee that in 
Chriſt which is more to them then all that is 
in this World ; they take more comfort and 
content in it, tore of joy and ſatisfaction 
to their Spirits, When Chriſt came in the 

I Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, it is ſaid, Fohn x,14, The Word was 


made Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and we ſaw 


his Glory, the Glory as of the onely begotten of ; 


the Father, full of Grace and Truth, That 
Glory that we do for the preſent behold 1n 
Chriſt, and with which our hearts are taken, 
it 1s rather (for the moſt part) that fulneſs of 
Grace that is in Chriſt, for the good and be- 
nefit of Believers ; with that we are uſually 
more taken then with his Eflential Perſonal 


Perfecions : But the whole of Jeſus Chrifts | 


Glory ſhall yet ſhine forth ſo as it hath not 
done at any time; therefore Pſal, 102, 16, 
When the Lord ſhall buuld up Sion, be ſhall ap- 
pear in bus Glory - He is glorious now, but 
be ſhall appear in his Glory hereafter, beyond 
what he hath done at any time to this day : 
ſuitable unto which, is that Word, 7ſa.33. 


17:Thine Eyes ſhall ſee the King in bus Beauty, _ 


they ſhall behold the Land that is very far off. 
The beſt of Sainrs upon Eatth, if they ſee 
ſomething in Chriſt that makes them inlove 
w1th him, in the day of his Glory there ſhall 
b2 abundantly more diſcovered that (hall 
make them in love with-him, poflibly more 
then ever they thought they ſhould be for 
ever. Thatis one part of that Glory ſhall 
come to this Branch of the Lord. 


2, Chriſt ſhall in the end' cf this ſlaugh- . 


ter be made glotious in-his Prieſtly Office ; 
as 
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as he is a Saviour he ſhall be made more glo- 
rious then ever : Ir 1s the honour of Chriſt 
that he is a Saviour, A&.5.31. Him hath God 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour : Butit 
hath been greatly to the diſparagement of 


| Chriſt, and his diſhonour in this his Ofhce 


thatbefhach been ſo lightly etteemed of a- 
mong the Children of Men, that (o few have 
taken hold of him for Life and Salvation : 
Thoſe that have believed on Chriſt have 
been a ſmall number, compared With the 
re{t-of the world, and of theſe few, they have 
been chiefly the poor, low and little ones of 
the World, perſons of little efteem and ac- 
count; therefore Chrilt faith, Mart.11.y, 
T he Poor have the Goſpel preached unto them : 
he ſaith it 1s preached co them , becauſe it is 
received by them - the poor, inconfiderable 
on2s of the World, have generally hitherto 
been the perſons that have received Chriſt : 
Ir15 true, ſome of the Great Ones of the 
World have courted Chriſt, and profeſſed to 
own him, but not ohe of many have given 
up themſelves unto Gai as a Saviour, But 
now this ſhall be the Glory upon the head of 
Chrilt, that Souls ſhall abundantly flock in 
unto him. Before Chriſt makes an end of 
his work in the World, he will ſo break the 
Hearts of Men, that they ſhall flow in un- 
to him in great abundance : Hage2,7., And 7 
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will ſhake all Nations,and the Deſire of all Na- 
trons ſhall come ; and I will fill this Houſe with 


Glory, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : Chriſt by his. 


Sword, Peltilence and Famine, is ſhaking 
the Nations, that 18 his way ; and when he 
hath done ſhaking the Nations, the Deſire of 
all Nations ſhall come : It is Chriſt is here in- 
tended, and he 1s called the Deſire of all Na- 
tions, becauſe the Nations of the World 
{hall eenerally come unto him, and imbrace 
him, ſuch ſhall be the confluence and flow- 
ing 1n to Chriſt. This 1s intimated in that 
known place, Iſa. 60, 8. Who are theſe that 
fly as a Cloud, and as the Doves unto therr Win= 
dows ? It is ſpoken about the acceſs of Souls 
unto Chiilt ; and mark, the Saints that ſhall 
be alive at that day, they cry with wond:r 
and amazement, Who are theſe that like Doves 
come to their Windows ? Doves you know fly 
in great flocks, where they are plentiful, 
and the meaning of this is, muliitudes ſhall 
ſubje& themſelves to Chriſt in truth, and 
2ive up themſelves to be ſaved by him ; 
Chriſt now doth ſprinkle many Nations, ac- 
cording to that /ſa.52. here and there a few 
Souls in divers parts and places of the world; 
\ butat length things ſhall be ſo ordered that 
* even a Nation ſhall be born in a day, and 
abundance of poor Hearts ſhall give up 
themſelves unto the Loxd Jeſus : This you 

have 
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have Namb.24.7, He ſhall pour the water ou* 
of his Buckets, and hts ſeed ſhall be in many wa- 
ters, and bus King ſhall be ugher then «Agag. 
And this 1s another part of the Glory that is 
to come unto Jeſus Chriſt, 

3. Slaughter ſhall terminate in the Glory 


of Chriſt, in this reſpec ,; He ſhall be glori- 


ous in his Kingly Power, he ſhall be owned 
as the Head, and Lord, and Law-giver, the 
one onely Law-giver ; ſo ſhall he be own- 
ed : 1ſa.33.22. For the Lord 1s our Judge,the 
Lord is onr Law-grver, the Lord is our King, 
he will ſave us, 1c relates unto a time when 
Chriſt ſhall be glorious : The glorious Lord 
ſhall be as a place of Broad Rivers and Streams; 
ſo you have it in the foregoing verſe; and 
then there ſhall be a cry, The Lord us our 
King, and he ſhall le our Law-grver, For 
the preſent there is great debate between 
Chriſt and the Men of the World, who 
ſhould give Laws, whoſe Prerogative 1t 1s 
to rnle the Conſcience ; and men lay unto 
Saints, Bow dows that we may go over : they 
ſay unto the SOULS of Saints, Bow down : 
But when Chriſt ſhall be made glorious,theſe 
controverhes ſhall ſoon end ; then a Nation® 
{ſhall come and acknowledge it is Chriſt 1s 
to rule them in every thing. ſa.2. decides 
the Controverſie , where more then once 
it is ſaid,T he Lord ALONE (hall be exalted : 
$3 3n 
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and what then ? verſ.3. CMany People ſhall 


go and ſay, Come ye, and-let us go up unto the 
Mountain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God 
of Facob, and be will teach us of his ways, and 
we wull walk in his paths - for out of $10 ſhall 
go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord 
from Feruſalem : and he ſhall judge among the 
Nations, and ſhall rebuke many People, This 
1s the Spirit that (hall be put upon many 
People, and they ſhall ſay,[t is nor this,and 
that, and tne other, that pretends Dominion 
over the Conſcience, muſt teach us how to 
walk, but HE will teach us, and we will walk 
in his ways; and it 1s owt of Son the Law ſhall 
g0 forth, and the Word of the Lord from Jeru- 
ſalem ; therefore Numb,24.7. it is ſaid, 1ſ- 
rael's King ſhall be higher then Agag,and ſhall 
carry the day, and all the men of the Earth 
| ſhall be conſtrained to ſubmit to him. 

4. Chriſt ſhall be glorious in this reſpeR, 
That all the Great Ones of the World ſhall 
come and fall athis Foot, and acknowledge 
they are in his hands, that Chriſt can and 
may diſpoſe of them as he pleaſeth, It is a 
bufineſs there 1s much tugging about in the 

World, the Great Ones of the World are 
loth Chriſt ſhould take his place, they would 
fain ſtand upon their own legs, and it 18 
from hence all their contrariety and hatred 
a24inſt his People and Ways doth ariſe,inti- 
mated 
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mated in Pſal.2.3. The Kings of. the Earth 
ſet themſelves, and the Rulers rake connſel toge- 
ther, againſt the Lord, and againſt his Anon- 
ted, ſayng, Let us break, their Bands aſunder, 
aud caſt away their Cords from w, They can- 
not think of ſtooping unto Chriſt, but it is 
in vain, for to this the greateſt on Earth 


. ſhall be brought ; therefore Chriſt hath his 


Name, Rev. 19. 16. He hath on his Veſture 
and on his Thigh, a Name wruten, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORDOF LORDS : Itis 
written upon his Veſture and Garments, 
Which 1s in the fight and full view of all 
Men : He ſhali be 1n the fight of the World 
owned as KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS, and the greateſt up- 
on Earth ſhall ,be conſtrained ro Roopunto 
him, as is excellently ſet forth 1n that typi- 
cal Pſalm, Pſal.72. where Chriſts Domini- 
on is much held out ; The Kings of Tarſhiſh 
aud of the Iſles ſhall bring Preſents, the Kings 
of Sheba and Seba (hall offer gifts ; yea all Kings 
ſhall fall down before him, all Nations ſhall ſerve 
him, 

5. Again, The Glory of Chriſt (hall lie 
in the maintaining and excellent managing 
of his Power and Government; he ſhall 
maintain his Government and Glory : Its 
that that eclipſes the glory of the Princes 


of this Earth, that they are not avle to keep 
| | I 4 their 
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their ſtations oft times; but Chriſt ſhall keep 
and maintain, and make good his ground : 
Pſal.1x32.18, His Enennes will I cloath with 
ſhame, but upon brmſelf ſhall the Crown flouriſh: 
Thoſe that -would oppoſe him ſhall fall be- 
fore him, but he ſhall maintain his own a- 
tion at a glorious rate. And likewiſe his 
Glory ſhall be ir the management of his 
Government, be will put an end © Oppreſ- 
fion, and judge with Equity ; he will ma- 
nave his Government {o as that none fhall 
find fault with him : It is the miſery of the 
Potentates of this World, that their ill ma- 
nagement of their Power, loſeth them their 
Glory ; but Chriſt, and all that ſhall have 
any power under him, ſhall not doſo ; 1ſa. 
32.1, A King ſhall reign 1s Righteouſneſs, aud 
Princes ſhall rule in Judgement : ail matters 
ſhall then be managed with much equity and 
uprightneſs, fa. il. 1, &c. 3$ a notable 
Scripture for this, T here ſhall come forth a Rod 
out of the Stemof Jeſſe, (that is, Chriſt ) the 
Spirit of the Lord and of Wiſdow ſhall be upon 
him: there is his Glory, when he comes to 
govern he ſhall do things with wiſdom, that 
is Wiſdom really, for the Wiſdom of this 
World comes t> nothing, and the ends of 
the Men of.the World are not accompliſhed; * 
bu. Chriſt ſhall rule wich Wiſdom and alſo 
with Equity, verſ.4. ith Righteouſneſs 8 
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he judge the Poor ,, and reprove with Equity 
for the Meek of the Earth, Now Chriſts thus 
managing of his Government, will render 
him very glorious 2 Which leads me to the 
fourth thing propounded, 


Fourthly, That Chriſt in his being glori- 
ous,{hall be glorious for the 250d of his Peo- 
ple 3 thoſe of 1ſrael that ſhall be carried tho= 
row the diſtreſſes and Rraights they ſhall 
meet withal in the World, they ſhall ſhare 


In, and partake of all the Glory of Chnſt 


with much comfort : Pſal.72.7. 1t is there 
ſaid, In his days ſhall the Righteous flouriſh : 
when itis well with him, ic ſhall not be ill 
with them : So //a.24. where it is ſaid,ver. 
23. Chriſt ſhall rergn 1» Mount Zion, and be- 
fore his. Antients gloruouſly ; and you ſhall ſee, 
ver{:16,how 1t will be with his People, From 
the uttermoſt parts of the Earth have I heard 
Songs, even Glory to the Righteons : When 
Chriſt ſhall be glorified, his People ſhall bz 
olorified with him. If the Saints ſay unto 


| Chriſt, as Joſeph did unto Pharaoh's Butler, 


Rememler me when it ts well with thee ; their 
Deſires ſhall be anſwered at a better rate 
then Joſeph's were. When Chrift ſhall be 
made glorious in the World, as hz ſhall be 
one day, he will not be one day without his 


of 2 
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of : and it malt needs bz thus ; for conſidet 
Firſt the Union between Chriſt and his Peo- 
ple ; Chriſt is the Head and Hasband of his 
Saints. And-Civilians ſay, Zxor Iucet Maritt 
radis, thz Wife partakes of the honour of 
her Husband ; ſo it ſhall be here, the Saints 
ſhall partake of and reap the good of that 
honour that (hall be upon the Head of Chriſt; 
Chriſt 1s ſo full of love to his People, that 
the very love he bears them, were there no 
other tie, would engage him to intereſt them 
in the good of his Glory ; Chriſt is the Head 
and his People are the Members, and if the 
Head be dignified, all the Members muſt al- 
ſo; it cannot be otherwiſe, Secondly, 
Chriſts Glory mult needs be for the good of 
his People, in that all thz Glory he 18 intru- 
Red with, as Mediator, it 181n their names, 
for their ſakes, .and for their uſes ; he is 
Head over all things to his Church, Eph. 1,22. 
I may therefore ſay unto Saints, as they in 


Cant.3.11. Go forth,O ye Daughters of Teru- 


ſalem, and behold King Solomon with the Crown 
wherewith his Mother crowned him in the day 
of his Eſpouſals, 2:4 the dayof the pladneſs of 
his Heart : Go forth and look upon, by the 
Eye of Faith, that Glory that ſhall bz up- 
on the Head of Chriſt, and look upon. it 
with comfort ; you may accountat a joyous 
ſpectacle, for it is that that ſhall work out 

| your 
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your Mercy, if your hearts be upright with 
God, A liccle further ro ſhew you what be- 
nefit ſhall co:ne unto Saints by Chrifts being 
glorious, 

I. When Chriſt is clorious, glorious Li- 


_berty ſhall come unto the Saints: We are 


now a company of inthralled Creatures, not 
only unto our own Inks, but the luſts of men; 
you have a notable exprefſion, Rom. 8, 21. 
The Creatwre it ſelf alſo ſhall be delivered into 
the glorious liberty of the Sons of God : The 
Creati:res of the Earth are now 1n bondage 
unto the Juſts of Men : our Rayment 1s 1n 
bondage to our Pride, our Meat to Glutto- 
ny, our Drink to Drunkenneſs ; and other 
things the like : the Creatures are held in 
ſlavery unto the luſts of Men ; but there is 
a time when they thall have glorious Liber- 
ty, when men ſhajl not be able at their plea- 
ſure to inthrall and oppreſs them. Pſal.72. 
12,14, the Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of Chritt in his 


- elory, ſaith of him, That he ſhall deliver the 


Needy when he crieth, the Poor alſo, aud him 
that hath no helper ; he ſhall redeem their Souls 
from death and violence, and precious ſhall thetr 
Blood be 1» his ſight. It 18 worth your ob- 
ſerving, that the whole defign of Chriſt 1s. 
but to do his People good, to ſave them ; 
and therefore at the 4'* verſe of that Pſalm 
it is ſaid, He ſhall fave the Children of the 
| needy ; 
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?eedy ; and particularly this ſervice he ſhall 
o them, he ſhall give them glorious Li. 
erty. 


» 2. This ſhall be their Glory, their Re- 
proach ſhall be wiped away ; the People of | 


God have been a reproached People greatly 
reproached,but tt eir reproach ſhall be rollzd 


away. When Ijrazl came to Canaan they | 


were circumciſed, and rhe place where thzy 
were circumciſed was called G:/pal, and the 
reaſon given, Joſh. 5.9. For there he roHrd 
away the reproach of Egypt } the lot of the 
Saints 1s to be reproach2d 1n Egypt, but there 
ſhall be a time and day, and a Place alſo, 
which he will name G:1ga/, a time and place 
when and where he will coll away the re- 
proach of his Pecp!2. Forthe preſent ſomes 
times God gives his Peop'e unto reproach,as 
you have it, /ſa.43.28, Therefore [have pro- 
faned the Princes of the Saniizary, azd have 
given Jacob to the curſe, and Iſrael to reproa- 
ches: but there is alſoa time when reproa- 
f ches ſhall be taken away, Then will the Lsrd 
be jealous for his Land, and pity bus People, yea 
the Lord will anſwer and ſay unto his People, Be- 
hold, I'will {end you Corn, and Wine, and On, 
aud ye ſhall be ſatisfied therewith, and I will n9 
more make you a reproach among the Heathen, 

3. The Glory of tne Saints ſhall be this, 
They ſhall be raiſed up to much height and 
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Cignity, that the greateſt of all the ungodly 
ones of the Earth ſhall bow before them ; 
for which take one place inſted of many,1ſa. 
60,14. The Sons aiſo of them that affiitted 
thee, (hall come bending wnto thee ; and all they 
that deſpiſed thee, (hall bow themſelves down at 
rhe ſoals of thy feet ; aud they ſhall call thee, The 
City of the Lord, the Zion of the"Holy One of 
Iſrael : It w:re great arrogancy for any of the 
Saints to hope for ſuch a thing as this, had 
not God ſpoken it; andit is as great infide- 
lity not to believe ir, fince the 1.outh of the 
Lord bath uttered it, 

4. They\ſhall have this Glory, More e- 
minent and uninterupted Communion with 
God and Chrilt,then ever yet they had ; and 
this 1s the thing that every good Soul longs 
for : long for it they do, that is certain ; and 
when they are hinder d in that enjoyment, it 
1s their great burthen ; when their Taberna- 
cles are taken down,their.ommunion's bro= 
ken, this 15 that that makes them go mourn- 
ing: but the Lord will give his People more 
emineat and glonous communion with him- 


"ſelf and his Son, then they have yer parta- 


ken of, Ir 1s ſaid, 1ſ4.60.7. with reipe&t to 
a time yet tocome, The Flocks of Kedar ſhall 
be gathered together unto thee, the Rams of 
N-baioth ſhall miniſter unto thee ; they ſhall 
come up with acceptance on mine Altar, and - 
WI 
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will plorifie the Houſe of my Glory, Obſerve 
it, the Glory of the Temple of old was the 
preſence of God in the Temple, he was ſaid 
to fill the Houſe with his Glory ; the commu- 
nion that the Saints had with God, was the 
Temple-Glory, God meeting with them in 
his Appointments and Adminiſtrations ; and 
now he promiſeth here ,, / will glorifie the 
Houſe of my Glory; 1 will fill my Churches 
and Saints with more Glory then yet they 
have ſeen ; the meaning is, they (hall have 
more of my preſence with them, and more 
abundant communion and fellowſhip with 
me, then heretofore ; ſa.66.11, itis ſaid, 
They ſhall le delighted with the abundance of 
ber Glory, that ye may ſuck and be ſatisfied with 
the Breſts of her Conſolation, that ye may milk, 
out and be delighted with the abundauce of ber 
Glory, 

5. Andin the laſt place, this ſhall be the 
Glory of Saints, Even their glorious Union 
one With another, and this ſhall be their 
mercy in the day of Chritt ; in. Zeph.3. 


8,9. the Lord ſaith, Therefore wait ye upon, 


me, until the. day that 1 riſe up unto the prey, 
for my determination 5 to gather the Nations, 
that I may afſemlle the K tngdoms, to pour upon 
them mine indignation, evenall my fierce anger, 
for all the Earth ſhall be devoured with the fire 
of my jealouſie ; for then will I tura to the Peo- 

ple 
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ple a pure language, that they may all call upon 
the Name of the Lord, to (erve him with one 
conſent... It1s the great cry among the Peo- 
ple of God,©O that we could come to Unity, 
tolove as Brethren! all cry for want of it, 
though few endeavour after it as they oughr 
todo: but when we have cone our utmoſt 
endeavours, (which 1s our Duty) yet it will 
not riſe up to any great height, mill Chriſt 
come 1n his Glory : Wait wpon ME wntil I 
ariſe to the prey,to do glorioully in the World, 
and then I will work thus and thus, that you 
may come to ſerve me with One Conſent, 
They mittake greatly that think to force 
People to a Union, to make them all of ons 
mind ; 1t1s the work of God to poyr out a 
Spirit af Union, which he hath preg to 
do; The Lord ſhall be one, and his Name one, 
2 all the Earth, Lach.4. and Jer. 32. 3. # 
will give them one Heart, and one Way, to ſerve 
me, When Chrilt thall bz advanced, our 
Divicions (hall bz broken ; and whatever the 
Devil and wicked Men have caft 1n asa 
ſnare and means to rend and divide, ſhall be 
raken out of the way : Ir is then that we 
ſhall be enlighrened in the things wherein 
we vary one from another : Waart 1s the 
oround of all our differences ? they are pait= 
ly ignorance, and partly pride ; or 12no- 
rance,'We cannot ſee into I ruth, oae taiwks 

| one 
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one thing, and another another, apd becauſe ! 
we cannot ſee into every thtng, we diſagree; | 
which is furthered by our P1ide, cleaving 
unto our own imaginations : bur this will 
be removed, God will lay low the pride of 
men, and we ſhall have more light, we ſhall 
ſee that we never ſaw, and be enlightened 
as we never were: 1ſa.60.20, Thy Sun ſhall 
210 more go down, neither ſhall thy Moon with- 
draw it ſelf ; for the Lord ſhall be thine ever- 
laſting Light, and the days of thy mourning 
| ſhall be eaded : The Lord thall at that day ler 
us into the knowledge of much of his mind, 
which yer we grope in the dark without light 
in; and then there ſhall be a great Union 
among Saints. Now to all theſe ends, to 
the Glory of Chriſt, and good of his Peo- 
ple, Chriſt is working by his ſlaughtering- 
Providences: Thoſe things that we won- 
der at, and know not what they tend to, it is 
to that end they iubſerve, and ſhall be 
crowned with that iſſue. And thus I have 
diſpatched what intend for the Do&rinal 
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[I ſhall now proceed to the Application 
USE 1, 


F-this then be a Truth, That the end of 
|L Slaughters ſhall be to make Chriſt glo- 
[rious, and his Glory ſhall be greatly for the 
[advantage of the 1ſrae/ of God that eſcape 
in times of ſlaughter ; It will then certainly 
|be found a Truth very uſeful many ways : 
[and that which firſt is upon my heart to give 
{forth to you, is that which I hope will be al- 
jſo upon your hearts ; to put the queſtion to 
your Souls, Whether you are really the /- 
rael of God or no. Eſcaped we are hither- 
to (through Grace) we Rand alive in the 
]preſence of God, but what Rate is it in 
{Which we (ſtand 7 Can you (ay , Through 
Grace you have good hopes the Lord hath 
not onely {pared you, but alſo implanted 
you into the number of his own People, and 
made you of the number ef his own 1ſrael ? 
The Mercy and the Good of an Eſcape, is li- 
mited in the Text unto the /frae/ of God ; 
others may eſcape as well as they, but in the 
concluſion it Will be little to their comforts. 
Iſrael had his name given to him from his 
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w reftling with God in Prayer, and prevail- 
ing ; and the Name is applied, 

I, To the natural Seed of Jacob ; the Peo- 
ple of the Fews are often times in Scripture 
_ Iſrael promiſcuouſly, one with ano- 
ther. 

2, It is applied unto the ſpiritual Ones a- 
mong the natural'Seed of Facob, thoſe of the 
Jewith People that were really brought into 
a \ubje&ion unto, and an acquaintance with 
the Lord, they are by way of diftin&tion 
from rhe reſt of the Seed of Facob, called Jſ- 
rael, | 

3. It is applied unto all, both Jews and 
Gentiles, that are really brought within the 
Bond of the Covenant, Scripture dignifies 
them often with the title of 1ſrae/. This 1s 
therefore the queſtion that you and I are to 
put ſeriouſly to our Souls, What teſtimony 
and Witneſs have we, that we are brought 
within the Bond of the Covenant, and that 
our preſervation 1s this day a Covenant- 
mercy to our Souls> That 1s the queſtion 
rhat mult be asked, 

Unbelict hath certainly proved the deſtru- 
tion of very many, I mean the eternal de- 
fixuction ; and Preſumption hath been the 
{]2ughter of not a few and, if I judge not 
amiſs, Preſumption is oftentimes the root 
upon Which Unbelief grows: Many fitting 

under 
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under the Goſpel of Chiiſt,and having ſome 
Form and Profeſſion for God:npon them, do 
run away haſtily, concluding they are really 
of Gods Iſrael ; God Almighty give to you 
and me a greater Spirit of Wiſdom, that we 
may not upon flight grounds draw conclufi- 
ons that we are within the Covenant, but 
may build our hope upon ſome good Founda- 
tion. My Friends, it ſtands you greatly in 
hand to be faithful and ſerious in this enqui- 
ry into your Spirits in this matter ; for if 
you ſhould not be of the Iſrael of God, it 
would not onely rob you of much metcy you 
might enjoy in this life, it would not onely 
frip you of a part in the good that (hall 
come to the Iſrael of God when the Branch 
of the Lord ſhall be glorious , but what is 
more and what 1s worſe, it will cut you ſhort 
of the glory that ſhall be put upon the head 
of the Saints in Eternity, when Chiiſtſhall 
have given up the Kingdom to his Father, 
and God (hall be all in all. - Brethren, upon 
many ſerious thoughts I may tell you, that 
there is great ground why every Soul ſhould 
be jealous over his own heart, and ſhould 
not haſtily determine concerning its ſtate : 
Great are the miſtakes, falſe grounds, and 
botroms of hope upon which many poor 
creatures build ; and it concerns you to at 
curiouſly and warily, left you ſhould be alſo 
miltaken, K 2 Fo 


132 EBEN-EZER. 

To quicken you a little, and to poſſeſs your 
Souls that there is need, and great need, for 
poor hearts to have a jealoufie over them- 
ſelves in this matter ; I would take leave to 
commend and open to you two Scriptures 
that find in the Book of Truth : one is in 
Rom.9.6,7, Not 45 though the Word of God 
hath taken no effett ; for they are not all Iſrael 
which are of Iſrael, neither becauſe they are 
the ſeed of «Abraham are they all Children : 
Look to the Fourth verſ. and you will finde 
that there are great Priviledges reckoned up 
that di! appertain to /ſracl ; Who are Iſrael, 
to whom pertaineth the Adoption,and the Glory, 
and the Covenant, and the giving of the Law, 


aud the Service of God , and the Promiſes, 
How, might ſome of the Jews ſay, do theſe | 


things b-long unto /ſrae/ ? why ſurely Iſrael 
are cut ſhort of them ; for there is not one 


of many of them that have received Chriſt, | 


and ſo are cut ſhort of theſe Priviledges of 
the Goſpe], To that rhe Apoſtle anſwer- 
eth, verſ.6,7. Nyt as though the Word of God 
hath taken no effetl ; for they are not all Iſrael 
which are of Iſrael, &c., as if he ſhould ſay, 
You mult not judge that theſe great things 
are entailzd upon the Jewiſh People becauſe 
thzy are Jews, or the iced of Abraham, but 
1t15threugh Faith they come to an Intereſt 
in theſe great things, And in theſe _ 

the 
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the Apoſtle doth remove a double bad Foun- 
dation upon Which many. poor Creatures are 
apt to build a hope, 

I. They are not Iſracl becauſe of Iſrael : 
that is, a Soul 1s not an liraelite indeed he- 
cauſe he crowds himſelf in among that num- 
ber, b:cauſe he takes up the ſame Proferſion 
with them, and pretends to b: in_the fame 
Spirit with them. Letit be minded, what is 
the Foundation of your Hope, think you ? 
you are not therefore Iſrael, becauſe of 1/- 
racl, becauſe of them that do profets for 
God, that will not be a foundation that is fit 
for you to dill upon, And then, 

2. Neither are they Iſrael lecauſe they are 
the Seed of Abraham : This was a mignty 
thing which the Jewiſh People boaſted of ; 
ſay they, We are Abraham's natural Seed, 
his Seed according to the flzth : And poſhdly 
ſome alſo may reckon upon ſome ſuch thing 
at this day; we are the Children of them 
that do believe, andpur education hath been 
ſomewhat ſuitable thereto : bur not there- 
fore Iſrael, b:cauſe of Abraham's Seed, that 
18 a Miſtake you ſhould be warchful againſt. 
From the conſideration of this word, it 18 &- 
vident People may reckon thzmiclves 1ſr4e/ 
upon unſafe grounds,and therefore We ought 
to be ſerious in our enquiry into this Matter, 

The other Scripture 15 in {ſ4.45, where 

K 3 You 
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you have the preceding things,and ſomewhat 
more expreſſed, verſ.1,2, Hear ye thi, O 
Houſe of Jacob, which are called by the Name 
of Iſrael, and ave come forth ont of the Wa- 
ters of Fudah, which ſmear |y the Name of the 
Lord, and make mention of the God of Iſrael, 
birt not in truth, nor in righteouſneſs , for they 
call themſelves of the Holy City, and ſtay them- 
ſelves upon the God of Iſrael, the Lord of Hoſts 
& his names. Tt is a Sciipture worth your 
conſidering;and it doth in the general teach 
us thus much ; That a People may be many 
things,, and may do many things that do 
ſeemingly beſpeak them to be of the 1ſrae! 
of God, but when the matter is more thorow- 
ly enquired into, it will be found it isno 
ſuch thing. Take a few particulars out of 
the Text, and obſerve what perſons may be 
and do, and yet really not be the /ſrael of 
God. 


r. They may be called by the name of 


Iſrael, they may be reputed Saints, paſs fcr 
ſomewhat 1n the eſteem and account of o- 
thers ; ſuitable to which is that Scripture 
which you have, Rev.z.1, where the Spitit 
of God te{tifies concerning the Church of 
Sardes, that they had a name to live, but yet 
were cead : In the opinion of thoſe that did 
converſe with them, and that held commu- 
nion with them, they were indeed alive ; 
| EONS | buc 
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but when the Spirit of God came to paſs a 

ſentence on them, and to determine really 

what their tate was, ſays the holy. Ghoſt, 
T hou art dead. ; 

2, Obſerve alſo that they were the Poſte- 


| rity of Facob ; Hear ye, O Houſe of Jacob,that 


are come forth ont of the Waters of Judah : 
that is, you are ſome of the multitude of F#- 
dah's Off-ſpring ; they were the ſeed of them 
that were in Covenant, but yet notwithſian= 
ding many of them were Strangers to the 
Lord, and not of 1/-ael unto this day. I be- 
ſeech you mind 1c, that Grace 1s not certain- 
ly and infallibly intailed upon every one of 
the Seed of Bzlievers ; alchough it 1s very 
frequently ſeen that ſome or other of their 
Seed the Lord is pleaſed to chuſe to himſelf, 
and does ſet them apatt to be the Inſiru- 
ments of his praiſe, according to /ſa.61.9, 
And their Seed ſhall be known among the Gen- 
tiles, and their Off-ſpring among the People ; 
all that ſee them ſhall acknowledge them, that 


' they are the Seed which the Lord hath bleſſed : 


not onely the Seed of them which the Lord 
hath bleſſed, but a Seed which are them- 
ſelves bleſſed in their own perſons : Itis 
the uſual method of the Lord, though he may 
paſs by ſome, yet he does take ſome other of 
the Seed, to bring them near to himſelf, But 


| this I muſt let you know, you mult no fur- 
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ther make reckoning of the intereſt of Pa- 
Tents in the Covenant, but as a ground of 
Hope to you, and an argument to plead with 


God ; you mult not thence conclude, that. 


you your ſelves are in the Bond of the Co- 
venant, till ſome work be upon your hearts. 

3. They made a profeſhon for God, and 
therefore are ſaid to ſwear by the Name of the 
Lord, Swearing by the Name of the Lord 
is an at of Wotſhip, a profeſled owning cf 
God, Which ſhall be done by Saints, when 
they are found 1n the belt Spirit, witneſs that 
word, 1[a.65.16, He that Llefſeth himſelf in 


the Earth ſhall bleſs himſelf in the God of truth; 


and he that ſweareth inthe Eart h ſhall ſwear by 


the God of Truth , becauſe the former troubles | 


are forgotten, and are hid from thine eyes, It 
is ſpoken about times in which a great deal 
of mercy and govd will be brought forth, and 
then there (hall be ſwearing by the Name of 
the Lord'; itis a profeſſed owning of God : 
and thus did this People do, andxyet there 
was nothing of God in them, nothing of 
Truth, nothing bur hypoctrifie and deceir 

b-und up in their Spirits. 
4. Qbſerve alſo they did reckon them- 
ſelves of [/rael, they wzre right in their own 
opinion and eſteem ; they called themſelve 
the Holy City : Iris a marvelous eafie thing 
fora Scul toget a 2ood opinion of himſelf, 
LO 
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' toſtand right in his own apprehenſions ; but 


I would not have you build too much upon 
this, It is an excellent caution which the 
Apoſtle gives, Rom.12. 3, For I ſay, through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think, of himſelf more highty 
then he ought to think, [ut to think ſoberly, ac- 
cording as God hath dealt to every man the mea- 
ſare of Faith : I ſay unto every man among 
YOM, (he ſpeaks unto Profeflors) be not tao 
haſty and forward to conclude well concern- 
10g your ſelves, but let every man jadge 
himſelf to be no inore, then according ro the 
meaſure of Grace he hath received, My 
Friends, bz your Profeflion what it will, and 
your approbation among others what it can, 
you are really no more, nor will you (tand 
for more in the day of Chriit, then accord- 
ing as there ſhall bz ſomewhat of God found 
upon your Souls, 

5.Obferve alſo they had much confidence 
thar God would own them, and therefore it 
is ſaid, They ftay d themſelves upon the God of 
Iſrazl ; they profeſs that they do ic& Paich 
on (God,and are full of confidence that ihey 
ſhall bs owned of God, and not regected by 
him. Bur afrer all (1+, ſee what a character 
the Spnitof Gea vives cf this People, 9.4. 
Becauſe 1 knew that thou art obſnate, and thy 
Neck 75 as Iron fuew, and thy Brow Braſs: a 
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People very wretched and wicked, very re- 
bzliious againſt God, not in the leatt ſubje- 
Riog tnemielves to God, and to his mind, 
after all tne profeiiton they have made, and 
their pretence to be 1ſrael. Seriouſly conſi- 
der theſe things, and tell me if there be not 
cauſe that each Soul of us ſhould fear, leſt 
we be found ſhort of that number, 

But you vill ſay, How may I gather ſame 
comfortable grounded concluiions that I am 
one of the /ſrael of God? Iam an Eſcaped 
One this day, and would not ve willing that 
I ſhoald be (tript of the bleiling of this Bleſ- 
fing, I would have the Mercy in mercy ; and 
therzfore how may I come to ſome comfort- 
able hope, that I really am a Few 1nwardly, 
and partake of the circumciſion that ts of the 
Heart, whoſe praiſe 1s not of man, but of God ? 

I anſwer in a few things, the Lord make 
them really effe&ual upon your Souls. 

1, If thou art one of [ſrael, . thou art one 
of another Spit then the men of this world; 
the Iſrael of God they are a diſtin People, 
ſeparate from the reſt of the Earth, and ſe- 
parated in their Spirits eminently,in another 
Spirit then the men of this world be. What 
is ſaid concerning Caleb, Numb. 14. 24. is 
truly applicable to every one of Tſrael in 
ſome meaſure ; But my Servant ( aleb, be- 
cauſe he had ANOT HER SPIRIT with him, 

and 
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4: hath followed me fully, &c, There were a- 
bundance of Iſraelites in the Camp at that 
day, but few of them were in the frames they 
ſhould bein ; Caleb was of another Spirit,and 
ſuch 1s every Saint : The Searcher of all 
hearts knows that there is a difference be- 
tween him and the world : Not a Saint in 
the world, but hath ſome ground to make an 
appeal to God, as ſometimes the Pſalmiſt 
doth, Search me and try me, and know my 
thoughts, and to appeal to the Lord,as ſome- 
times Feremizh did, T hou knoweſt my heart to- 
wards thee, O Lord, Iſaac had been begging 
Seed for his Rebecca, becauſe ſhe had been 
long barren ; at length it 1s ſaid, There was 
firagling in her Womb ; (he wondered' what 


1t ſhould mean ; but ſee what anſwer the 


Sputit of God makes her, vGen,25.22,23. 
And the Lord ſaid, Two Nations are in thy 
Womb, and two manner of People ſhall le ſepa- 
rated from thy Bowels ; and the one People ſhall 
be ſtroager then the other People, and the Elder 
ſhall ſerve the Younger : The two manner of 
People, were Facoh and Eſau; and I bring 
this, to tell you, that Facob, who was after 
named /ſr-el, and fo all in the ſame Spirit 
with him, they are another manner of Peo- 
ple, as it were another Nation, another 
thing then the men of this world are ; there 
1s an eminent difference and diſtirRion be- 
| twee' 
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tween Eſa and Iſrael, they are of different | fol 
Sp1rits, and of a different language, as ſeve- | tr: 
ral Nations differing one from anocher. ; thi 
* I Co7r,2.12, The Apottle teils us, We have | an 
not received the Spirit of the World, but the | Au 
Spirit which # of God : This he ſpeaks con- | If 
cerning the Saints of God, they have recei- | to 
ved not the Spirit of the World, but another | th 
Spirit diſtinct and different from them. Bre- | no 
thren, I would put it to your Conſciences, | Ai 
and would ask you what the anſwer of your | co 
Souls 15 ? What ground have you to conclude | no 
that there 1s. another Spirit in you then that 
which is in the World ? It may be your pra- | Sp 
Rices are ſomewhat other then the practices | b2 
of the World are; but grant ir be ſo, yer if | co 
yo! are not in another Spirit alſo, if the in- | ſi 
ward frame and conſtitution of your Souls do | ve 
not differ, you will not be found among the | fic 
Iſrael of God in the conclution. Ah my | an 
Friends ! poſſibly ſome of your Practices | ye 
may not vary from the men of the World, | m 
pottibly you can be vain with them that are | fr: 
vain, and propnane with them that are pro- | W! 
phane ; if it be thus with you, you muſt rec- | ye 
kon your ſ[elv2s to be of the brood of Eſay | ar 
to this day. Obſerve thz words of the Apo- | be 
Rle, Rom.12.2, And le not conformed to this | ET 
World, but be ye transfarmed by therenewing of | 8 
your minds. What lay you ? Are you con- 
fo:med 
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' formed to this World? . Do you drive the 
| trade, and take the courſe that the men of 
: this World do? Are you vain, end frothy, 
/ and fooliſh, giving up your ſelves to ſerve 
: divers luſts > Yourh 1s ſubje& to be ſo, and 


if it be thus with you, you are not of 1ſrae/ 
to this day - Butrif you ſay, We are not of 
this World, we do not act as they do, we do 
not live as they do ; then let me ask you, 
Are you transformed ? It is well not to be 
conformed to this World, bur that is not e- 


| nough, you muſt be transformed, and your 
! Spirits renewed ; you muſt be of another 
| Spirit then the men of this World, I would 


ſeech you to look well. to your hearts, and 


| commune with your Souls, and do it not 
lightly : I know many (and would wail 0- 


ver them) that notwithſtanding their profeſ- 
fion for God, and their talking much of .him, 
and being high in an external owning of God, 
yet in their walking (and therefore ſure 
much more in their ſpirits) they vary little 
from the men of this World : If it be thus 
with you, though you are eſcaped this day, 
yet you cannot comfortably conclude you 
are of the /ſrael of God, or that you ſhall 
bear a part in chat mercy and good they ſhall 
enjoy, when the Branch of the Lord ſhall be 
elorious, | 
2, Are you [ſrael! indeed ? then there is 
| ſome» 
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ſomewhat of Heart-cleanneſs in you ; there ' 


is ſomewhat of cleanneſs of Heart, and pu- 
rity of Soul in you, Thus the Pſalmiſt de- 
ſcribes the 1ſrael! of God, Pſal.73.1. Truly 
God ts goed to Iſrael, even to them that are of a 
clean Heart : God us good to Iſrael, he loves 
' them, they are exceeding dear to him, and 
becauſe they are dear to him, therefore it is 
he is good to them: Bur who are the /ſ- 
rae! ? They are a certain ſort of People thaf 
do not onely put on an external garb of Ho- 
lineſs, a prerence for God, and his work,and 
ſervice, and glory ; but a People that have 


ſome inward conformity and likeneſs to God; : 


who have ſome cleanneſs of heart, as well as 
of hands and face, Man by nature is a ve- 


ry impure creature, polluted grievouſly, de- | 
filed all over, all the Soul, all the Powers | 
and Faculties of it are ſtained and grievoully | 
polluted, and therefore Sinners are in Scti- | 


pture called the /mpare ; and Saints, by way 
of diftin&tion from them, are called Pure, 
Afﬀad acccuntitis that the Apolile gives of 
Sinners, Tit.1.15. (o the pure all things are 
pure, but tothe undefilg and unbelieving 15 no- 
thing.pure, and their gry conſciences are defi- 
led. Jeſus Chriſt deſcWÞþing the perſons that 
ſhall ſee God to their chmfort and joy, he 
. calls them the pure in beat, Mat.y.3. Bleſſed 
are the pure in heart,for they ſhall ſee God, Ma- 
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| nythere are that would pretendvo this puri- 
ty, but 1t is peculiar and proper tto the 1ſrael 
of God onely, it 1s the iflue and fruit of a 
| new work upon the heart; it is the bleſſed 
| effect of the Grace of God in and through 
! the Covenant of Grace, the making good of 
the Promiſe which he hath paſſed, Ezek, 36. 
25,26. Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon 
ou, and you ſhall le clean ; from all your filthi- 
neſs, and from all your Idols will I cleanſe you ; 
a new Heart alſo will I give you,and a new Spi- 
rit will I put within you ; and I will takg a- 
| way the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will 
| give you a Heart of fleſh, | 
| There are them who are really impure, 


' | and grievouſly polluted, and yet think all is 
_ | well with them, witneſs that known word, 


| Prov.14.12,13, Therets a Generation that us 
| pure in their own eyes,and yet w not waſhed from 
| their filthineſs : There ts a Generation, O how 
| lofty are their eyes ! and their eye- lids are lifted 
|#p. There are ſome Souls greatly confident 
of their own purity, and yet defiled woful- 
ly : While they boaſt of their freedom, and 
brag of their purity, and are crying to others 
it may be, Stand by thy ſelf, for 1 am holter 
then thou ; they become after this Servants 
to Corruption, 

Others there are in whom a cleanfing- 
work is really begun, but becauſe there are 
ſome 
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ſome remains of corruprion 12 their Souls, 
It fills their = ſo much with grief, and 
blinds theireyes ſo much, that they cannot 
ſee the cleanſing that is begun. To clear 
this therefore I muſt tell you, That where 
there is really heart-purity, there is much of 
the love of purity : If thou haſt not attained 
what of it thou wouldeſt, yet thy heart is re- 
. ally in love with it - Prov.22.,11, He that 
loveth pureneſs of Heart, for the grace of his 
Lips the King ſhall be his Friend, There are 
a People it may be have not attained to that 
pureneſs of heart they would do, but yet 
pureneſs of heart they love, and Grace is 
poured into their Lips; to ſuch the King 
will be a Friend, they ſhall find a Friend of 
Chriſt, and he will -not be aſhamed to own 
them in the day of his greateſt Glory, when 
the Crown ſhall be ſer upon his Head. Not 
a Soul in whom purity is, but he 1s preſſing 
after it 16 greater meaſure;zthough he has not 
attained it, yet he does not (it down and 
cry, There is no hope for me ; but he is going 
ſorward,and prefling after more of the Image 
of God to be implanted inthis Soul, Now 
what is the anſwer of your Hearts? Can you 
from hence conclude comfortably, you are 
ſome of Gods Iſrae/? Are the lults that boil 
up in your hearts, fomented and cheriſh:d, 
favoured and allowed, ſerved and pleaſed ? 


If 
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If fo, it is ſad With you : If you lie inthe bo- 
ſom of any Luſt, as1n the lap of a Delilah : if 
thou ſayeſt of any fin in thy Soul, as ſome- 
times Lot ſaid concerning his Zoar, I cannot 
eſcape to the Mountains, but there u aCuy 
near, ts it not alutle one ? let me. flee thither, 
axd I ſhall live : All the Cities of the Plain 
were doomed to deſtruction at that day, but 
Lot was earneſt to prevail for the ſaving of 
one little City, that he might delight him- 
ſelf inir. There 1s not a luſt in thy Soul but 
it is doomed to deſtruction, and God re- 
quires it ſhould be put todeath ; but poſſibly 
thou ſayeſt of it, O ſpare it, it is a little one, 
Let me be faithful to thee, and tell thee,that 
that in will be enough to race out thy name 
out of the Catalogue of the 1ſrac/of God 
and when others will Rand with comfort, 
that have eſcaped this day,thou wilt be aſha- 
med oa 
3: Art thou of the 1ſrael of God > Then 
thou art one that haſt learned in ſome mea- 
ſure to live upon God, As it is the certaih 
property of, ſo it1s a great excellency in the 
Iſrael of God, that they live upon him ; and 
this was as eminently found in Facob, as ever 
in any one'of the Servants, of the Lord: 
When he was going to Padany Aram, not 
knowing what ſhould befall-him; obſerve 
how he ſpeaks,Gen,28.20, Farob vowed a Vow, 
| L 


ſaying, 


146 EBEN-EZER, 
ſaying, If God will be with me and keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give Bread to eat, |,; 
and Rayment to put ons &c, The oreat thing 
about which he was ſolicitous, was, that he 
might have the preſence of God. He had a 
little before in this Chapter a moſt glorious 
Vion of God, (and I muſt confeſs Vions 
of God are exceeding effectual to teach and 
work up the heart to a living upon God) and |; 
what does Facob now ſay ? If he might have 
but God to live upon, a very little of other 
matters ſhould content him; Bread to eat, 
ſomewhat that might ſupport his nature,and 
Rayment to put 0, enough to cover him, and 
keep him warm ; he doth not ſay, If I may 
have Varieties and Dainties to eat,and may |; 
be decked in cofily Apparel ; no, but onely 
Bread to eat, and Rayment to put on + If I can 
have but God, a little of the World will 
ſerve my turn. This. is the Spirit of Iſrael, 
and that with which I doubt very few are ac- 
quainted. I muſt crave leave to put this þ,; 
to all your Souls, and ask you what is the an- 
{wer of your hearts 2 Can you ſay upon 
good grounds, as the Church of God ſome-f 
times ſaid, The Lord ts my Portion, ſauth my 
Soul ? Lam; 3.24, Suppoſe, :ſhould Satan 
take you, as once he did Chriſt, and ſet you| 
upon a _ Mountain,and (hew you the King- 
doms of the World, and the Glory of them, jo | 
; te 


ull forgo and part with God ? What would the 
nſwer of your hearts be in that caſe ? Sup- 


we will have a part in me, you muſt expett trou- 
le ; you ſhall be hated of all men my my Names 
the ; yea, the Parents from whoſe Bowels ye 
brang, ſhall turn againſt you : Can you ſay, 
ſmen, ſo beit ; Let me have the Lord for my 
Portion, aud I can forgo all other things whatſo- 
er? This is 1ſrae!'s Spirit, and to far as it 
$ thus with you, it is right, What excel- 
ency have you ſeen in the Lordat any time ? 
ow have your hearts been taken with him ? 
hat are the workings of your Souls toward 
im 2 What are you labouring after ? Is it 
hat you may know God and enjoy him ? 
What is it doth relieve you in the time of 
your ſtraights? Is it this, that the Lord 1s 
ours? It was David's comfort when all 
ent againſt him, when Zik/ag was burnt, 
his Wives and all were taken, and the Peo- 
le ſpake of ftoning him, he then encoura- 
ved himſeif in the Lord his God. What is1t 
hat ſweetens all your enjoyments to you ? 
[s it this, That you have a part in that which 
$ better then all theſe, that you have a part 
In the Lord, and he is become your God and 
ather in Chriſt > Happy, yea, thrice bappy 
re you that can ſay as once David did, The 
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ll you, All theſe things you ſhall have, if you 


oſe Chriſt ſhould come and ſay to you, 1f 


L' 3 Lord 
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Lord hath made with me an everlaſting Cove. 
want, ordered tz all things, and ſure ; and thy 
i my Salvation, and this 15 all my Joy. But 


O unhappy they, who are not able to ſubkil 
Without their Thouſands, and look upo 
themſelves as undone for ever, if world! 
Intereſt runs but a little againſt them : An 
unhappy you, if in yoar Youth and Strengt 
you have few thoughts, or few ſeriou 
thoughts of G-d ; if he be little in you 
thoughts and hearts, I tell you 1t 1s to be 
feared you are not of the 1ſrae/ of God unto 
this day : Though you eſcape and are preſer+ 
ved, yet 1t is to be feared your preſerva- 
tion Will not be attended with mercy to you 
nor ſhall you bear a part in that Glory that 
ſhall be upon the heads of - /ſrae/, when the 
- Branch of the Lord ſhall be glorious. 

4. If you are the ſrae/ of God, then are 
you Holineſs to the Lord ; you not onely 
live upon him, but to him, in ſome meaſure, 
Fer.2.9. the Prophet ſaith, Iſrael was Holt- 


neſs tothe Lord ; thatis, when [ſrae) was in 
his right ſpirit, then he was Holineſs to the 
Loxd. For the expreſſion, you have it 1 

Scripture elſewhere, Zech.14.20,21, In tha 
day there ſhall be upon the Bells of the Horſes 


HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD, and tha. 
Pots. tw the Lords Houſe ſhall be like the Bowls 


* Lefore the Altar ; . yea, every Pot in Feruſalen 
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[and in Fudah ſhall be Holineſs unto the Lord of 
= Hoſts : that is, every Perſon and every 
Bo Thing ſhall be for God , for his Work and 
WR S2rvice, to be to his Praiſe and Glory, Cer- 
tain 1t18, Saints are not their ownzas the A- 

bay poltle ſpeaks, x C or.6,19, Ye are not your own, 
Ar4J* are bought with a price z and ſo Tw.2.13, 
"1 14. where ſpeaking concerning the purchaſe 
"SH of Chrilt, Locking for the bleſſed hope and glo- 
LOU r5024s appearing of the great God, and our Sa- 
Oh iour Feſta Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us,that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and might 
purifie to himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 
good Works, The Veſlels of the Temple, be- 
tore they were made uſe of in the Temple, 
they had a legal conſecraring , and being 
cleanſed, they were given up to the work of 
the Temple, to be for that uſe for ever ; And 
| ſo the Saints of the Lord, who were typified 
el by the Veſſels of the Temple, they are firſt 
J purified, cleanſed, and ſanGified by Chriſt, 

| by the work of the Spirit on their Souls; and 
, - | then given upto the Lord and his ſervice. 
the] 1* may be ſaid of them as Hannah ſaid of her 
ke” Son Samuel, 1 Sam.1.28, Therefore I bave 
ba ent him untathe Lord, to be his ſo long a4 he 
ſes lives, Every Ifraclire indeed is one lent to 
/]the Lord, given up to befor the work and 
Gy ſervice of the Lord in his whole courſe, and 
ley 12 every thing to exalt his praiſe,to mind nis 
LF olory. 
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glory. Certainly thus it ought to be, and 
this was one end of the Dzath of Chriſt, that 
he might have his People be for him,2Cor.5. 
15.He died and reſe,that they which live ſhould 
not henceforth live to themſelves, Lut to him 
that died for them and roſe again; and unto 
thisSpiritSaints are wronght up in ſome good 
meaſure, as is expreſſed, Rom.14.7, And 
one of us, ſaith the Apoſtle,live to our ſelves, 
Souls, what ſay your Hearts to this matter ? 
You profeſs for the Lord, but are you for him 
as conſecrated things in the Houſe of God? 
Which way do your Hearts work day by day? 
This know, where there hath not been a ſo- 
lemn reſignation and giving up a mans ſelf 
unto the Lord, where there is not a diligent 
obſerving of a mans whole courſe, to ſee to 
what ends they are direted, and whether 
the glory of Chriſt be therein ſoughtz-it is 
doubtful that Soul 1s not of the Iſrael of God 
to this day, The truth is, the fins of many 
witneſs to their Faces, and I make no doubt 
but that inſcription may be written over the 
doors of many Profeſſors, upon too great 
ground, All men ſeek, their own, and not the 
things of Feſus Chrift : If this be the ſpirit 
of any to Whom theſe things may come, you 
may fear (though you are ſpared, and are not 
cut down this day) you ſtand but to cumber 
the ground, ſuch as God takes little delight 
* in, 
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in, and ſuch as from whom he hath little 
frat, ſuch as he doth not reckon among the 
number of his Iſrael, and ſuch as ſhall not 
be bleſſed with Iſraels mercies, when the 
Branch of the Lord ſhall be exalted. 

5. Are you [ſrael ? then are you a pray- 
ing People ; Iſrael had thence his Name, 
from his wreſtling and ptevailing with God; 

God asked him what was his Name, Gen, 
32.2728. he ſaid, Facob ; and God ſaid, Thy 
Name ſhall no more be called Jacob, | ut Iſrael ; 
or 4s a Prince haſt thou power with God and 
with men, and haſt prevailed. In his praying 
there is obſervable his importunity, and that 
1s expreſſed partly when it is ſaid he wreſ/led; 
and alſo in that expreſſion wherein much 
freedom and familiarity with God 1s ſer 
forth ; God ſaid, Let me go; ſays Jacob, 1 
will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me, v. 26. 
which importunity of his 1s again noted by 
the Spirit of God, Hoſ. 12,4, He had power 
ever the Angel, he wept and he made ſupplica- 
tron, There is alſo obſervable, that this 
Prayer it was in ſecret, Gen. 32.24. And Ja- 
cob was left ALONE ; it was between the 
Lord and himſelf in ſecret : which I would 
beſeech you to conſider heartily, That as 
ſoon, yea, at the very firſt moment waen a 
Soul is enrolled among the number of /ſrael, 
at that inſtant 'he becomes a praying P-r- 

L ſon, 
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' ſon, as inthe caſe of Saul, who was after- 
ward called Paul, And let me ask you that 
attend on the Lord in publick Duties, what 
are you in ſecret? Does God uſually there 
hear from you ? Cannot you live without 
ſeeing the face of God in ſecret ? Let me 
tell you, publick Dutics have many tempta- 
tions ; 2 man may deſire to be engaged in 
them from many baſe and badends ; yea, it 
is poſſible natural Conſcience and your E- 
ducation may Carry you into corners ſome- 
tines : but therefore in ſecret how do you 
carry it? Dothit ſatisfie you that you have 
been in your Cloſets, and have ſpent it may 
be a quarter of an hour there, and it may be - 
with a ſlight and formal Spirit ? This is not 
the Spirit of /ſrae/: But if thou art an 1ſra- 
e/i:ze indeed, when thou art in ſecret thou wilt 
be fervent and earneſt with God, In pub- 
lick Duties, a man may ſeem to be zealous, 
that he may get a Name, or keep upa Name 
that he hath gotten, or to ſome ſuch-like 
end ; but when in ſecret the Soul cries 
mightily to the Lord, it is a good fign that 
there 1s a ſenſe of want, and that it does a- 
riſe from a Spirit of Grace in the Soul, when 
thou canſt in ſecret ſigh and mourn before 
the Lord. 

Now theſe things I have gone over with 
this deſign, to ſee1f I could let you into a 
bile lit- 
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little Hope and good Ground, that as you 
have eſcaped, ſo you are eſcaping Iſraelites, 
who ſhall partake of Glory when Chriſt, the 
Branch of the Lord, ſhall be made gloztous : 
And the Lord help you ro be faithful to your 
Souls, and make you Iſraelites rndeed , in 
whom ts no guile, | 


VSE It. 


His will lead me to a Second Uſe : If 

it be thus, that the Glory that ſhall 

come to Chriſt (hall be for the good of eſca- 

ping-1ſrae/ : Then methinks you ſhould ſay, 

Pray what will come to them that are not 
Iſrael, though they do eſcape ? 

Ah wo to then! Dread and Terrour will 
be their portion, I tell you Souls, if any of 
you that are Eſcaping Ones this day, ate not 
of the Iſrael of God, there is dread enough 
behind to make your hearts tremble, though 
you have out-lived the preſent calamity. 
I confeſs I cannot well tell you what the 
dread of your Condition is ; for the Spirit 
of God ſays, Job 31.3.1 not deſtrultion to the 
Wicked, and a ſtrauge puniſhment to the Work 
ers of iniquity ? The Spirit of God ſeems to 
ſay there ſhould fall upon the heads of the 
Ungodly things that ſhall be ſtrange in their 
very nature, things unthought of, Let me 


tell 
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tell you, though you ate among the number 
of profeſſing Ones, and among them that 
are 1ſrael, yet if thou art not an [ſraelite 1n- 
deed, the hand of God will find thee out. 
Fer.50.when Babylons plagues are threatned, 
it1s ſaid, verſ.35. A Sword 7s wpon the Calde.- 
ans, faith the Lord, and then it 1s added, 
veiſ.37. «A Sword # upon their Horſes and 
Chariots, and upon al the mingled People that 
areinth: midſt of her. It is (21d upon the 
Cnildren of 1ſrae!'s going out of Egypt, that 
there went with them a m:xt multitude, there 
crowded among them ſome that were not 
the 1ſrael of God: Indeed I ſuppoſe it is 
ſuch a kind of People the Spirit of God here: 
ſpeaks of. Poſſibly thou art mixed among 
Profeſſors, but thy heart is not right with 
God ; God will find thee out, and his hand 
will deal with thee. What was falſly ſurmi- 
ſed of Paul, 'when he had eſcaped the Ship- 
wrack, and was come among the Barbari- 
ans, itis ſaid, eA Viper came and faſtened 
upon hu hand ; and ſay they, No doubt ths 
mantis a eMurderer, whom, though he hath 
eſcaped the Sea, yet Vengeance ſafwrec not to 
live : What the Barbarians falſly ſurmiſed, 
may be true concerning any of you ; though 
you have eſcaped the ſlaughter of this day, 
the hand of God may find you out notWith- 
ſanding. 4 
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A few things, and but a few things, to 
ſhew you what the miſery of thoſe 1s like to 
be, who are not the Iſrael of God indeed, 
though eſcaped for the preſent. 

I, Chriſt in the day of his Glory will 
cut them down, tread them down without | 
number : The expreſſions of Scripture in this 
caſe muſt not be judged of according unto 
ſome of the Laws in our Land, which they 
ſay are made (i terrorem) onely to affright 
men, and it 1s not intended that the ſeveri- 
ty of them ſhall be inflicted on them; but 
whatſoever God hath ſaid concerning Sin. 
ners, (hall be certainly executed : 1ſa.63, 


* 3. I will tread down the People in my anger, 


and trample them 1» my fury ; and the ſame 
you have again, ver\.6, This 1s like to be the 
portion of thoſe thar are eſcaped, and are 
not the Iſrael of God, The Book of Foel is a 
Prophecy relating to that time when Chriſt 
ſhall be glorious, verſ. 14, Multitudes wn the 
Valley of Deciſion, for the Day of the Lord 1s 
near 1n the Valley of Deciſion : The day of the 
Lords Glory, it will be a ſlaughtering-day, 
and multitudes (hall fall ; and they are ſaid 
to fall in the Valley of Deciſion, becauſe ar 
that time the Controverfie ſhall be decided 
that hath depended ſo long, Who are the 
Lords People, and who are for him, and who 
are owned of him indeed and in truth. = 
rea 
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read of Chriſt, Rev.14.14., And I looked,and 
behold a white Cloud, and upon the Cloud one ſat 
like unto the Son of Man, having on his head 
a golden Crown,and in his hand a ſharp Sickle : 
Chriſt when he ſhall come to wear his gol- 
den Crown, he comes with a Sickle in his 
hand : Chriſt 1s reaping by every Judge- 
ment and Slaughter he makes, and pollibly 
you may out-live ſome Slaughters; but look 
on further,verſ,17,18,&c. And another Ax- 
gel came ont of the Temple which i in Hea- 
ven, he alſo having a ſharp Sickle ; and ano- 
ther Angel came out from the Altar, which had 
power over fire, and cried with a loud cry to hins 
that had a ſharp Sickle, ſaying, Thruſt in thy 
ſharp Sickle,and gather the Cluſters of the Vine 
of the Earth, for her Grapes are fully ripe ; and 
the eAngel thruſt in hus Sickle into the Earth, 
and gathered the Vine of the Earth, and caſt it 
into the great Wine-preſs of the Wrath of God ; 
and the Wine-preſs was trodden without the City, 
and Blood came ont of the Wine-preſs, even un- 
to the Horſes Briales, by the ſpace of one thou- 
fand and fix hundred furlongs, The intend- 
ment of this Scripture is to tell you what 
the dread of Earthly People ſhall be, they 
ſhall be cutdown, and trodden down, and 
Blood ſhall come forth , even to the Horſes 
Bridles. 
2, In thedayof Chriſts Glory, they that 
| arc 
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are not Iſrael, though they now eſcape, ſhall 
be cut down without reſpeC of Sex or Age, 
withour reſpect of greatneſs or contempt in 
the Wo1ld; it is evident from the Word : In 
I[a.13,17,18. you have a Prophecy concer- 
ning Babylox of old, Which is applicable to 
Babylon (till ; Behold, 1 will ftir up the Medes 
againſt them, which ſhall not regard Silver, and 
as for Gold they ſhall not delight in it ; their 
Bows alſo ſhall daſhthe young men to preces, aud 
they ſhall have no pity on the fruit of the Womb, 
their eye ſhall not ſpare Childrex : It does inti- 
mate to us at What rate Chriſt will a, when 
he comes out againſt them that are none of 
his; he will neither ſpare nor pity, have no 
reſpe& to young or old, nor ſhall mans be- 
ing high or low be ought of defence or ſecu- 
rity tohim , The day of the Lord ſhall be upon 
the Cedars of Lebanon, and upon the Oaks of 
Baſhan, and upon all the high Mountains : the 
Great Ones of the World ſhall fee] the 
dread of that ſtroke, e 

3. Diſtreſs ſhall attend them within.and 
without, Fob 15.20,21, The Wicked travel- 
leth with pain all his days, andadreadful ſound 
z 18 his Ears; the dreadful ſound 1s the pangs 
of their own Conſciences, being filled with 
terror, And this ſhall be the portion of the 
World, they ſhall be filled with dreadful 
ſounds, terrors Within; .and alſo miſeries 

| | (hall . 
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ſhall compaſs them about in every thing, and 
in every way : [ſa,19, itis ſaid concerning 
Egypt, They ſhall erre in every work, andſtag- 
ger 41 a drunken man. 

4. Miſeries ſhall be recompenced upon 
them ſutrable to the violence done to the 
Saints, the diſhonour brought to God, and 
the abuſing of all the patience and forbear- 
ance of Chriſt rowards them ; three ſad 
ſcores that ſhall be reckoned for in the day 
of Chrift, Thoſe that are not 1ſrael, though 
they eſcape for a time, they ſhall be dealt 


withall according to the violence done to 


the Saints of God: The wiolence done to me 
and to my Fleſh, be upon Babylon, ſhall the In- 
habitants of Zion ſay. Iſa.51.22,23, I have 


taken the cup of trembling out of thy hand (that 


1s, out of Zons hand) even the dregs of the cup 
of my fury, thou ſhalt no more-drink, it again ; 
but I will put it into the hand of them that af- 
flift thee, which have ſaid to thy Sol, Bow 
down, that we may go over ; and thou haſt laid 
thy Body as the ground,and as the ſtreet to them 
that went over, They ſhall ſuffer roo accor- 
ding to the contempt of the Goſpel, and the 
diſhonour done to Chriſt that way ; for he 


ſhall come to deal with all them that do not 


know him, and obey not the Goſpel ; and 
alſo according to the fin of deſpifing the for- 
bearance of Chriſt. Indeed this day you are 
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eſcaped, and the patience of Chriſt is exer. 
ciſed towards you, but let me tell you, if 
you ſtand and abide in your ſinful ſtate, you 
(hall find that the abuſing of the patience of 
Chriſt, is but treaſuring up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, 

5. Thoſe that have, eſcaped, and not 1/- 
rael, they ſhall be compaſled about with e- 
ternal Sorrows, and ſhall never riſe out of 
them. Says the Church, Thoagh I fall, I ſhall 
ariſe again 3 and though 1 ſit in darkneſs, yet 
the Lord ſhall be alight to me : Then ſhall ſhe 
be confounded (that is, the Enemies of the 
Church) ſhame ſhall cover her, That will be 
the portion of every ſinner ; though he may 
eſcape for a ſeaſon, ſhame ſhall cover him, 
miſery and diſtreſs ſhall abide him for ever. 


UVSE III. 


HH: diſpatch'd the Second, I come 
now to a Third Uſe, (which the for- 
mer Uſes neceflarily lead unto.) Iris a lit- 
tle to encourage the hearts of poor Sinners, 
that poſſibly may be full of thoughts and de. 
fires, that they might yet be brought into the 
number of /ſrae/ - Methinks I do even hear 
ſome poor heart ſay, If it be ſo well with them 
that are Gods Iſrael, and ſo ill with thems thas 
are not Gods Iſrael ; What ts there no hope for 

me, 
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megthough I am yet none of that number ? Muſt 


1 for ever ſtay 1n that ſlate of miſery in which [ 
am ? Muſt an eternal doom of Miſery be en- 
raild upon me ? 1 acknowledge my ſtate is excee- 
ding deſperate and ſad ; bur ts there no hope in 
Iſrael concerning this matter ? 


To that I anſwer : 


If there be any poor ſinner ſenſible of the 
miſery of his condition, that would gladly 
make an eſcape out of it ; Soul, be not diſ- 
couraged, thy condition is not hopeleſs ; but 
be encouraged, for there is a poſſibility that 
as thou haſt eſcaped the dread and miſery of 
this preſent day, ſo thou mayſt be delivered 
from that Chrittleſs ſtate wherein thou art. 
There are two Scriptures I would commend 
to you for this purpoſe ; the firſt is in 1ſa.44. 
5. One ſhall ſay, I ams the Lords : and another 
ſhall call himſelf by the Name of Facob :, and 
another ſhall ſubſcribe with hu hand unto the 
Lord, and ſirname hinsſelf by the Name of 1- 
racl, The words are both a Prophecy and a 
Promiſe, and they do reſpe& the Gentile- 
World, that were at that time, and long af- 
ter, in their fins, 1n their ſtate of eſtrange- 
ment from God ; here it is propheſied that 
yet there ſhould be a flocking into 1ſrae/,the 
number of Gods Iſrael ſhould be greatly 
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augmented and encreaſed : It is promiſed 
that God would ſo prevail upon the hearts 
of ſome poor Sinners that they ſhall come 
and ſay, I am the Lords : and ſhall come and 
ſubſcribe their hands to the Lord, and ſhall fir- 
name themſelves by the Name of Iſrael : that 
God would conquer them ſo far that they 
ſhould ſee the need they had to be of that 
number, that they ſhall refign and give up 
themſelves to be of the 1ſrael of God, This: 
is an encouraging word to the Sinner ; there 
is a poſſibility for them that were (trangers 
to come and to name themſelves by the 
Name of Facob, and ſnb(cribing to the Lord, 
to take up that Name, and (o partake of the 
Priviledges of the ſrae/ of God, 

Take another Scripture : ſa. 19. 24,25, 
In that day ſhall Iſrael be the third with Egypt 
and with Aſſyria, even a Bleſſing in the midſt 
of the Land ; whom the Lord of Hoſts ſhall 
bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed be Egypt my People, and 
Aſſyria the Work of my hands, and Iſrael my 
Inheritance, The import of the words is 
this, Egypt and Aſſyria were ſome of the E- 
nemies of God and his People, at a very 
oreat diſtance from him ; but here is a Pro- 
miſe that they (hould-come to be conquered, 
and brought into ſubjeRion to the Lord, and 
to be baptized into the Spirit of 1frael, to be 
blefed with the Bleſſing of Zſraet, they ſhall 

M ſpeak 
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ſpeak the Language of Canaar, they (hall be 


of one Heart and one Lip with the Lords 
People. Souls, were you as Egypt , and 


were you as the Aſſjrians, Enemies to God 


and his People ; were you at the greateſt d1- 
ſtance from God that could be ſuppoſed ; E- 
gypt had neither Ordinances nor Privi- 
ledges, nor oughtelſe that good was, more 


then the creatures of the Earth, and ſuch- ' 


like things ; yet the Lord intimates here to 
us, that they (hall come to ſhare in and di- 
vide a Bleſting with 1ſrazl/, If thy eſtate 
were as one of them, yet mayelt thou, 
and according tothe promiſe made to them, 
be brought into the number that ſhall ſhare 
in the Bleſſing cf the /ſrael of God : There- 
fore Soul, though now thou art not of Iſrael, 
yet it may be ſaid to thee, They have obtain- 
ed. Mercy which had not obtained, This is the 
kindneſs of God, that he is pleaſed to make 
bleſſed overtures of Mercy unto poor, vile, 
and unworthy Sinners. But more then this, 
for the encouragement of any Soul that may 
yet be in his Sins, I would ſpeak four or 
five things: Thy condition is not deſperate, 
but thou mayſt be brought into the number 
of the ſracl of God, and ſo partake of the 
ſame Meticy with them in thy eſcaping this 
day, if thou doſt conſider, 
TL, That Gods 1ſrae! came to be the Peo- 
| ple 
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ple of God by choice, and through the Grace 
and Goodneſs of God : [ſrael were not 
born the People of God : He choſe Abraham 
and his Seed from the reſt of the World, to 
be a peculiar People to himſelf, Hence it 
is that /ſrae/ often-times are called in Scri- 
pture, {ſrael my CHOSEN - ſo Pſal.105.4. 
The Lord hath CHOSEN Facob for himſelf, 


| aud Iſrael tobe his peculiar Treaſure : and in 


Tſa.44.1. Iſrael is called there the Choſen of 
the Lord ; Yer now hear, O Facob my Servant, 


-and Iſrael whom I have CHOSEN :. They 


were choſen meerly from the good pleaſure 
of God, Choice it is a free Act, in which 
there is no neceſſity and conſtraint ; ſoir 
was in God a free At to pitch upon Ifrael, 
to make them his People & This acconnr the 
Lord gives of it, Deat,4+37. And becauſe be 
loved thy Fathers, therefore he CHOSE their 
Seed after them, and brought thee out in his 
ſight wth mighty power : fo Dent.7.7, The 
Lord did wot & hrs love upon y14,nor C HUSE 
you, becauſe you were more 1n number then any 
People, for ye were the feweſt of all People; but 
becauſe the Lord loved you, &c. At fult God 
did out of' his meer accord chuſe Abraham 
and his Seed, and having in love choſen 
them, he continues his kindneſs and good- 
neſs to them; that he might keep his Cove- 
nant and his-Mercy that he promifed to A- 
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braham, Poor Soul, this I would now ſay 
to. thee : Iſrael; Was found out by the Lords 
Grace, and that Grace may alſo-fix- upon 
thee: It was not any thing that wasin 1ſra- 
el, but meerly the good pleaſure of God that 
choſe them to be his People, and. the ſame 
Grace.of God may chuſe thee, and plant 
thee among his People, and give thee with 
them a pleaſant portion, 

2, When God fiilt choſe Iſrael, he found 
them in as wretched and ſad a condition as 
thinecan be ; thy caſe cannot be worſe then 
the caſe of 1ſrac! was when the Love and 
Grace of God fixed upon them : Ezek,16.1, 
Thwus ſaith the Lord to Jeruſalem, Thy Birth 
#1d thy Nativity ts of the Land of Canaan ; 
thy Father was an eAmorite and thy Mother a 
Hutte. ('anaan were a People originally 


FO without the knowledge of God, in their 


enmity againſt God : This, ſays God, was 
Iſrael \ when firſt I found them ; Without the 
knowledge of God, and at as great a di- 
ſance from God as. perſons could be : Let 
the Devil-ſay the worſt againſt thee that he 
can, he can but ſay thou art by nature at en- 
mity'y with God,filled with all the Principles 
of. Sin, and lo. was 1ſrael as well as thou : 
and that Grace that yet pitied 1ſrael in this 
his wy eſtate, can alſo reach thy Soul. 
. Jſracl when firlt God did him good 
Was 
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was in as hopeleſs and helpleſs a. condition 
as thirſe cxn be : ' So he goes on, Ezth,16,” 
eAnd'as for thy Nativity, in the day theu-waſt 
bora, thy Navel was not cut, neither waſt thou 
waſhed in water to ſupple thee ;, thou waſt not 
ſalted at all, nby ſwaadled at all, none Eye pifted: 
thee'ta. do-any of theſe unto: thee, to have toms-" 
paſſion upon thee, but thou waſt caſt out inthe 0. 
pen field tothe loathing of thy perſon in the tay 
that thou'waſt ory, Whatis more helpleſs: 
and ſhifclefſs.then an Infant/juſt taken from 
the Womb, not able to do its ſelf the leaſt 
ſervice ? 'This was 1ſrae/'s condition when 
the Lord-firſt found them, inot in acaÞci-' 
ty of movihg one ſep'our of that wretched, 
fnful, corrupt, "and reb2llions Rate, * And 
truly to this day the /ſ-ae! of God in them- 
ſelves confidered, are altogether unable to 
act for'God and his Glory,” but as they are 
aſliſted-with power from on high, /ſa.45;24, 
25, Surely ſhall one ſay,” In the Lord have [ 


. Righteolifmeſs and S trength : even to hins ſhall 


men come; and all that are incenſed agariſt him 
ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lird (hall all iht ſeed 
of Iſratl be'juſtified, and ſhall-glory. Tfrael in 
their besftfate cannot glory in themlelves, 
nor if any ftrength of their own, biid muſt 
look" pot! themſelves as weak Creatgres, 
onely-as they are (trenerhi#ned by the:Lord 
unto any coot Word-#a& Work; 'Sovl,-thi - 
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I would ſay, Thou canſt but be a ſhifcleſs, 
helpleſs Creature, unable to move a foot 
forward, or to further thy own Everlaſting 
Concernments in the leaſt ; and this 1s to 
be in no wotſe ſtate then God found his own 
People in, and that Grace by which they 
were brought near to God, can and may alſo 
work for the good of thy Soul, 

4. Conſider further, That the very ſame 
Promiſes of Mercy are made unto poor fin- 


ners to this day ; Promiſes of a part in thoſe 


very good things which 1ſrael is poſſeſſed of, 
All the bleſſings of the Covenant are freely 
offered and tendred to Sinners to this hour : 
Hence are all the gracious Promiſes made 
to the Gentiles up and down the Word of 
Truth, of which you have more then a few, 
The firſt of which (as I ſuppoſe) is in Ger.9. 
27, God ſhall enlarge Fapheth, and be ſhall 
dwell in the Tents of Shem, and Canaan (hall 
be bus Servant : This 1s the firſt Promiſe ever 
made to the Gentiles, and ſome render the 
word (Dems alliciet Faphethum) God ſhall al- 
lure or perſwade Fapheth, and he ſhall dmell in 
the Tents of Shem : Japheth is put for the 
Gentile-World ; for by him the Iſles of the 
Gentiles were inhabited, Ge,. 10.2, andy. 

compared. You ſhall find if you lookin 
Luk, 3.36. and downward, Chriſt was of the 

Race of Shem ; and the import of the +4 
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miſe 1s this, When God ſays he will per- 
ſwaded Fapheth to dwell in the Tents of Shem ; 
he means he will overcome the hearts of the 
Sinners among the Gentiles, to come to an 
amity and friendſhip with Jeſus Chriſt ; as 
co-habitation denotes amity , and It is a 
word fulLof Grace and Favour as it can hold, 
But more plain and full is that word, Gal, 3, 
13,14. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the Law, being made a curſe for us, for it 
2 written,Curſed is every oxe that hangeth on a 
tree ; that the Bleſſing of Abraham might 
come on the Gentiles through Feſus Chriſt, It 
was the deſign both of the Father and the 
Son, that all the Bleſſings of the death of 
Chriſt ſhould reach unto the Sinners among 
the Gentiles, that what ever Bleiſing, was 
promiſed firſt to Abraham, & unto his Seed, 
the ſame Bleſſing alſo ſhould be made over 
and given in to every poor finner among 
the Gentiles, that ſhall come and ſubmit 
themſelves unto the Lord Jeſus. Well 
then, Is not this greatly. for thy comfort ? 
If thou ſayeR, I am not /jrael ; yet here 1s 
room and way made for thee : Ir 1s the in- 
tendment both of Father and Son tolet in 
thy Soul into all the Bleſſings ang Mercies 


promiſed unto the //rael of God, 


5, Confider this alſo, poo Sinner, if thou 


art yet in thy fin and eftrangement from 


M 4 God; 
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God, That it is the real defign and intend- 
ment of God, both in the Judgement that 
thou haſt ſeen, and the Eſcape thou halt had 
in and under theſe Calamities, to bring thee 
among the number of his own People, What 


is the deſign of God in all his Controverſies 


with the World? It is to bring them to kiſs 
the Son : the great Controverfie is, That 
People will not take the Yoke of Chriſt up- 
on them; and therefore ſometimes he drives, 
ſometimes he draws, and all means he uſes, 
that he may overcome the hearts of poor 
Sinners : See the goodneſs he ſhews, the 
mercy he follows them with, in ſparing and 


preſerving them, 1tis to this great end, That 


his goodneſs might lead them to repentance, ' 


and toa real ſubjeRion to the Lord Jeſus. 
Therefore Soul; though thou haſt Rood long 
in ways of Rebellion againſt Chriſt, yet the 
Bleſſings of 1ſrae/ ſtand open for thee, and 
the Door of Grace is wide open ; be confi- 
dent if thou doſt enter in, cloſe with, and 
accept of Grace, it will be as well with thee 
as With any of the 1/-ae/ of God. Conſider 
thy hearty cloſing with Chriſt will not onely 
let thee into Mercy and Bleſling of the pre- 
ſent Day, but it will let thee into Bleſſings 
of all kinds ; it will bring a Bleſſing upon 
thee in every Work and Way ; itwill let 
thee into a part and ſhare in the higheſt Prj- 
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viledges that the Children of Men are capa- 
ble of : it will let thee into Sonſhip and 
Friendſhip with the great and holy God : it 
Will make thee blefled for Time and for E- 
ternity, Therefore fight not againſt thy own 
Mercies ; mind really and heartily. what 
freeneſs and heartineſs there is in the great 
God, in ſetting before finners all the Grace 
of the Covenant, and what gladneſs it doth 
produce when poor Souls are willing to kiſs. 
the Son 3 it will not onely produce Joy in thy 
own Soul, it will not onely make glad the 
hearts of many of thy Relations and of thy 
Friends, ( for pollibly thou haſt Relations 
and Friends that long to ſee Chrift formed 
in thee, that in every petition at the Throne 
of Grace their hearts are working for thy 
Soul, and b2gging that thou maylt be a-plant 
of Righteouſneſs of the Lords own planting, 
and nothing Would glad them more then to 
ſee thee a Son and Heir of the Kingdom of 
God) 'but alſo there will be Joy in-Heaven; 
Father, Son, and Spitit are gladded to ſee 
the defizns of the death of Chiilt graciouſly 
accomplithed upon the hearts of poor. ſin- 
ners. Remember therefore,I do this day in 
the Name iof Chrift inyite thee to partake 
of all the Mercies which be the Mercies of 
Gods Iſrae!: And truly the Mercies of 1ſra- 
i ate many ; there is Pardon, there is Pur. 

DD 
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* ging, there is Adoption, Son(hip, there is 
the Spirit to comfort you,to lead you in eve- 
ry work and way ; there be the Promiſes 
made over to them, there 1s mercy now and 
for ever; A Kingdom the Lord has. prepa- 
red for them that love him : TI invite thee to 
take a part in theſe things this day, and for- 
oet it not, that thou haſt had a Call from the 
Lord at this time. Soul, I tell thee,if thou 
doſt ttand it out againſt this Call of God, 
truly though thou art eſcaped, and thy life is 
oiven thee for a prey, yet thou maiſt poſſ1- 
bly be ſealed up unto deſtruction, thou maiſt 
be left to dye in thy fins, and to fall for ever 
under the weight of divine diſpleaſure, for 
thy negle& and contempt of Goſpel-Grace, 


Be confident as Jeſus Chriſt is now waiting . 


upon poor Souls, and offzring Mercy to poor 
Sinners ; ſo when he comes to the glory that 
1s reſerved for him, he will be found of pow- 
er ſufficient to recompence all that have 
trodden under foot the Blood of the Son of 
God, and made light of thoſe overtures of 
Mercy that have been tendred to them. The 
Light is now with thee, and the Lords cal- 
ling of thee ; therefore make peace while 
thou art in the Way , leſt the. Lord come 
forth againſt thee in his hot diſpleaſure, 
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VSE IV. 


Ome methinks there are, that are of 
trembling hearts, and they cry, Ut « 
true, I am eſeaped, but I fear 1 am none of the 
Iſrael of God, My Uſe therefore would be 
to ſuch as are of trembling ſpirits : When 
they confider how good God has been to 
them, they may poſſibly tremble, leſt at laſt 
they ſhould loſe the Mercy of this Mercy, 
becauſe they are not found among the 1ſrae! 
of God. Many a Soul there is poſſibly cries 
out, 1ſraels Priviledges are too great for me to 
hope to have a part in them, and Iſraels Spirit 
i a Spirit more excellent then ever I bave been 
fonndin ; and therefore thaugh I am eſcaped 
this day, yet 1 want that which # the Leſt preve 
of the Mercy of an Eſcape. 
I would an{wer, Know this, O Soul, that 
among the /ſrael of God there are many that 
are of fearful Spirits : although they are re- 
ally among the number of the Lords preci- 
ous Ones, they have not an Eye to ſee it,nor 
Faith to believe it, and ſo may poſſibly go 
mourning many days. Bat what are thy 
Obje&Rions?> What makes thee fear 2 Do 
not fear thou know'{t not what, nor Why : As 
we ate to-'give a-Teaſon of our Hope, ſo I 


would not have you fear without a reaſon, 
t Obje- 
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Objeion I. 


Methinks the Soul ſays, Gods Iſrael are a 
choſes People, and the Elettion of God lies deep, 
it ts aſecret lock'd up in his Boſom, and | fear 
T have nq part in the Elettion of God : IT fear 
the eternal thoughts of God did not concern 
themſelves about ſuch a weak and worthleſs 


Worm as I am, | 
= Auſwer. 


Tr is true, the Ele&ion of Gad 1s a ſecret 
in-the heart of God, and ſecret.things be- 
long unto God things written and revealed 
belong to us: It:is not for me or thee to 
climb Heaven to ſearch Records;and' at firſt 


daſh to turn over the leaves cf *the Book of- 


Life, and to ſee: Whether we may find our 
Natnes therein Written, It 18 a great mi- 
ftake'upon which many run,that would think 
to prove the truth-of their being called, by 
finding out whether they are ele&edor no ; 
it 48 /an endleſs, it is an impoffible work. 
This'therefore know is thy Work and mine, 
to conſult what effe&ts of Ele&ting Love we 
can finde upon our-Souls ; if any thing of 
that be in thy-heart , thence-thou mayſt 
ſafely conclude thou waſt in the/heart of God 
fromEternity. There 1s a Scripttre that 
WE oa anſwers 
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anſwers fully (I think) whatever the Soul 
can ſay.inthis matter, I Theſ.1.4,5, Kzow- 
ing, Brethren, beloved, your Eleftion of God , 
for our Goſpel came not unto you in word but al- 
ſo in power, and in the holy Ghoſt, and in much 
aſſurance ; as ye know what manner of men we 
were amoug you for your ſake, Conſider whe- 
ther the Goſpel hath had its work upon thy 
heart, Whether it hath come with power up- 
on thy Soul ; and if ſo, others may know, 
and thou mayſt know from thence thine Ele- 
Ron : Election is an ad of God that he paſ- 
ſeih from Eternity, but Calling is a work and 
Fruit of EleQtion upon the Soul of a poor 
Sinner, by which it may. come to diſcover 
that it Was in the thoughts of God before 
the foundation of the World was laid. If 
therefore thou canſt trace the footſteps of 
Gods going upon thy Soul, and of his work- 
ing in a Goſpel-way upon thy heart, thy 
Soul is ſafe, and the thoughts of God (thou 
maylt conclude) were towards thee before 


thou hadR a being, * But | 
| ObjeQion % 


The Soul objects, I fear God hath not 
been at work, upon me : 1 could conclude Gods 
eleflion of me, if 1 could find a work of the Go- 
ſpel paſſed upon my Soul, 1 know the work, of 
tne 
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the Goffel ts to cleanſe and purifie the heart ; 
but fin and filthineſs dwells in me, that I cannot 
think, the Lord has been effetiually at work upon 
my Soul, That the work, of the Gofpel is to 
prerifie the heart, ts plain from Joh. 17. 17. 
SanRifie them through thy Truth, thy Word 
1s truth: ſo x Pet. 1.22, Seeing ye have pu- 
rified your hearts in obeying the Truth tho= 
row the Spirit, unto unfained love,to the 
Brethren. The Goſpel, if it works, ut works 
to the purifying of the heart. 


Anſwer, 


As it is a Work of the Goſpel to cleanſe 
and purifie the heartyſo it is not all the work 
it does, nor is it the firſt work it doth, nor 
the work that is firſt manifeſt upon the Soul, 
The Law it humbles the finner, and makes 
him ſee his need of Chriſt : the firſt work 
of the Goſpel is to give the (inner hope that 
he may be delivered out of his undone con- 
dition ; and the next is, to make him willing 
to ſubjz& to and accept of the Grace of God 
in the Goſpel, Pſa/.110.3. Thy People ſhall 
be willing mthe day of thy Power, Therefore 
Soul, if thou doſt make this Objection, this 
I would ſay to thee ; Confider whether thou 
canſt find that the Goſpel hath: done its firſt 
work upon thy heart, hath made thee willing 

10 
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ko accept of Grace in the Goſpel-way, and 
to bow and fall at the foot of Jeſus Chit, 
As to thy Holineſs, the holineſs of thy heart 
will at firſt diſcover it ſelf hardly by any o- 
ther ways then by thy love to Holineſs, then 
by thy hatred of Sin, and thy fighting againſt 
the Corruptions that be in thy Sonl ; thy 
Conquelit and ViRory oyer Sin muſt be the 
work of time, the fruit of much pains and 
long walting: many excellent Souls have 
not attained unto this : Paul himſelf found 
impurity remaining, and Corruption like to 
bear him down ; and therefore cries out, O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from thus Body of Death ? Burt then 


Obje&tion 3, 


The Sonl obje&ts and ſays, But 1 have 
been but a little time under any Soul-Work, and 
therefore I may ſoon be miſtaken ; I may reckon 
I am an Iſraelite, and may be but an Edomite 
ftill for it ts but a little while that I have bad 
any workings upon my heart. 1 have gone 1n- 
deed frons Daty to Daty, for a long time toge- 
ther, but I have ſat in and under them like 4 
Stock or a Stone, and moved wot : and therefore 
whether the Workings that are upon me are ge- 
une, or whether they be ſpurious, and not of 


the ripht kind, 1 know not, 
« ; Axuſw, 


175 EBEN-EZER, 
Anſwer, 


I anſwer therefore : The work of Grace 
upon the heart 1s wrought in a little time, a 
little time dothit : there are indeed many 
preparations fo it, the Soul may fall under 
many convictions, and many ſtruglings may 
be in the heart of a poor creature before the 
new Creature is formed ; but Grace is infu- 
ſed into theheart in a moment, at once. Ir 
is the Devils deſign to oppoſe young Con- 
verts, and puzzle them with endleſs queſti- 
ons about their ſtate : 1 would therefore 
that thou (ſhould conſult for thy ſatisfacti- 
on,Which way is the bent of thy Soul : Canſt 
thou ſay thy defire is for Communion with 
God, for fellowſhip with Father, Son, and 
Spirit-2 Thou wouldſt fain ſee him who is 
inviſible, and fain wouldft know him whom 
to know is Eternal Life : If the bent of thy 
heart be really for God, it is bent and bow- 
ed ; though it hath not been long with God, 
thou mayeſt conclude, I think with ſome 
comfort, the Lord hath been at work upon 
thy Soul, and thou art one of the 1ſrael of 
God, though thou art bur a little one of that 
Tribe, But then 


ObjeQion 
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ObjeRion 4. 
Says the Soul, Many of much longer ſian- 


ding, and of much more raiſed confidence,have 
afterwards miſcarried, and it has appeared that 

their Souls have not been r1ght wth God ; and 
therefore my heart trembles leſt I ſhould nat bs 
an Iſraclite indeed. 


eAnſwer, 


To this I would anſwer, That indeed it is 
ſo, and it may be thought of with ſorrow of 
heart, that many Souls after long profeſſion 
have been but empty Vines, bringing forth 
fruit onely to themſelves : And happy zs he 
that by other mens harms learus to beware, A. 
holy fear and jealouke over thy heart is ver 
g00d, and there is great cauſe for it, —_ 
dering the many and great miſcarriages that 
are among Profeſlors, They ſay of Trees 
that are well rooted , being ſhaken with the 
Wind, they are made to root the better : It 
may be thus may thy Temptations touching 
thy ſtate be ; if thou art rooted in Chyiſt, 
thy Temptations may be for thy further ſet- 
ling in thy ſtate, Burt yet to be always per- 
plexing thy ſelf with queſtions about thy 
ſtate, may not onely maxre thy com- 

N fort; 
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fort, but may ſpoil thee in thy growth alſo, | 


and may prove a great hindrance to thee : 
My poor thoughts are therefore theſe, Be 
ſure to make uſe enough of Chriſt, ſee 
thy All in him ; that he is thy Righteouſneſs 
for Juſtification, and that from him is the 
work of thy Sanditication ; he muſt begin 
it, and it is healſo that mult carry it on : lie 
at his foot, live upon him , and let all thy 
expectations be from him; and whoever way 
fall, I think thou wilr Rand, and wilt be found 
one of the 1[rael of God, that ſhall be made 
olorious 1n the day of Chrilts Glory, 1 am 
perſwaded, if thou cant do as is hinted in 
Iſa.q.5 .ult, ſee thy Righteouſneſs in him,and 
thy Strength in him, and canſt glory in 
Chriſt, it isa good ground to thee to hope 
that thou art of the [ſrac/ of God, With whom 
It 1s like for ever to go well. 


Objeaion F. 


The Soul may obje& and ſay further, But 
alas I bave had few Viſions of God, and that 
makes me fear ; Iſrael of old had many, aud 
he had ſometimes very glorious Viſions, that did 
greatly comfort and ſtrengthen, and bear up hss 
Soul, 
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| | Anſwer. 


I anſwer, That viſions of God indeed are 
exceeding ſweet, very ſweet, but the diſ- 
penſing and giving them forth is in the hand 
of God, and he muſt do it how and when he 
pleaſeth; and it is good in his fight ſome- 
times to let his own People fit in darkneſs, 
[and ſee no light. Halt thou ſeen the face 


d Jof God at any time? If thou haſt had but 


ſome Viſions of him, though not ſo many as 
thou wouldſt, yet it is ground of rejoycivg 
to thee, and thou oughteſt from thence to 
conclude much to thy own comfort : A little 
hint of Good Will 1s given in to be lived 
upon 1n after times, However, Which way 
1s1t thy Soul does preſs ? Art thou waiting 
for the manifeſtation of the love of Godin 
Chriſt? Are theſe the things which thou art 


[ſeeking of, together with a Conformity to 


the mind and will of God? If ſo, thou haſt 
cauſe of Thankfulneſs and Joy. Briefly, 
Watch again(t thoſe devices of Satan Where- 
by he labours to do thee hurt, and put thee 
beſides thy preſent proper work. Thou art 
one of them that are eſcaped this day, and 
God expects thy great work ſhould be to 
eive him the glory of that mercy, to1mprove 


[it to his praiſe : Satan would poſſibly divert 
N 


2 thee, 
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thee, and cauſe thee to make it thy work to) 
perplex thy ſclf about thy ſtate, by raiſing 
infinite queſtions in thee, whether thou art 
yet of the 1ſracl of God, or no. Be not ea- 
fily thus deluded : but if thou haſt ought| 
that may be really a ſolid ground of hope to 
thee, do not eakily caſt away thy confidence; 
but having got a little hold, keep it, that 
thou art ipared in mercy, and ſhalt find mer- 
cy when Chrilt ſhall appear glorious, 


USE V, 


He Fifth Uſe will be to them that are 

the 1ſrae/ of God, to comfort their 
hearts: and this Doctrine that 1s under 
conhideration, is exceeding comfortable un- 
to ſuch ; I may truly ſay to them, I do bring 
them glad ridings of great Joy, What ! ſhall 
all the ſad and diſmal Slaughters made in the 
World, work to ſuch a bleſſed iflne as the 
Exaltation of Chriſt > And ſhall all his glo- 
ry be for your good > What can you wiſh for 
more? When David had been ſpeaking of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, and his Glory, un- 
der the Perſon of Solomon, in Pſal.72. it is 
ſaid, The Prayers of David the Son of Feſſe 
are ended : The ſum of all that a gracious 
heart can deſire, is, That Chriſt may be glo- 
rified; when that is done,he knows not what 


more 
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( More to pray for, If you are /ſrael, and your 


- "| hearts are as they ſhould be, the great thing 


about which your Spitits are working ,is,that 
| Chriſt may be ſer upon his Throne, and 
*| that his Name may bz exalted : If this work 


| go forward , and be in hand, the.work 


| that i is in handand goes on, is that which 
lies moſt upon your hearts, and in which 


|| your Sowls have greateſt occafion to rejovce, 


Let the conſideration of this,comtort you, 
I, Againſt whatever Bieaches may have 
| been made upon you by this day of ſlaughrer ; 
it will be (trang? if ſome of you have not 
loft Friends and Relations : Remember all 
theſe Breaches made upoa you, onely ſerve 
to repair the intereſt of Chriſt, and work 
for his glory : and if your hearts be right, 


"| what would you not part with, ſo the work 


of God may be furthered ? If your hearts be 
right, you will ſay, Let all po, and come what 
will . if Chriſt may but be a Gainer, I will be 


i willing all things ſhould be loft. 


2, Let it comfott you under thoſe: per- 
plexities, and troubles, and dread, thar it 
may be, hath been upon your Spirits i in ſuch 
2 day : Doubtleſs Times of ſlaughter are 
Times of great ſorrow and grief of he art; 
bur who would not ſuſtain a little orief, for 
the workin? out of greater comfort? The 


firſt fight that you ſhall have of Chriſt in his 
N 3 olory, 
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glory, will wipe away theſe Tears, and will 
fuppreſs all thoſe Fears ; it will make them 
be as if they had never been, 

3. Let it comfort you, if you ſhould ſee 
worle things then ever yet you have ſeen. I 
do believe many Souls do this day think that 
nothing can be more terrible then what they 
have already ſeen and heard ; but if they 
ſhould be miſtaken, and you ſhould ſee 
things more dreadful, be comforted ; Chriſts 
work is going forward, his glory and 1ſrael's| 
mercy 1s upon the wheel. It is not unuſual in 
Scripture and experience, that one Judge- 
ment goes not alone, but it is followed by 
others cloſely at the heels. Fer. 14, 12, 
When they faſt, I will not hear their cry; ani 
when they offer Burnt.Offering &F ax Oblation, 
I will not accept them : but I will conſume them 
by the Sword, and by the Famine, and by th 
Peſtilence : Not one fingle Judgement one 
ly, but others were to go in hand along wit 
it, Chriſt ſays, L«k,21.25,26. Thar a lit 
tle bzfore the day of his glory, there ſhall be 
diſtreſs of Nations, and mens hearts ſhall fail 
them for fear , for looking after thoſe thing 
that are coming on the Earth. It IS a vel 
probable conjecture, that as we have ſeer 
the diſtreſs of a City, we may ſee the diftreſ 
of Nations, and troubles may over-ſpreat 
the face of the whole Earth, Yet if theſc 

thing 


AEE'E HR &. TT mo OO IP a Se SS. Rn EE 


EBEN-EZER, 183 
things ſhould be , remember Cariſts Coun- 
ſel to his own Diſciples, verſ.28. Look wp, 
and lifs np your heads, for your Redemption 
draweth migh, Remember the words of the 
wiſe man, Prov.3.25,26, Be not afraid with 
ſudden fear, neither with the deſolation of the 
Wicked when it comes; for the Lord ſhall le 
thy confidence, and ſhall keep thy foot from Le- 
ing taken. 

4. Be comforted though you cannot un. 
derſtand the method of God, and are not 
able to conceive how theſe Diſpenſations of 
God ſhould work for Chriſts glory, andthe 
000d of his People : We are apt to be per- 
plexed becauſe we cann'c ſee into the depths 
of the proceedings of God, and underſtand 
the reaſon of-them all. But remember he 
that hath the management of theſe things 
knows his own ends, and can teil how to ac- 
compliſh his own deſigns, and he will be 
ſure to do his own work, wien all men have 
done what they can : Things may and ſhall 
work for the good of the Saints, though we 
cannot underſtand them. Remember the 
caſe of Facob, Gen.42.36- Says Facob, Me 
ye have bereaved of my Children; Foſeph 15 
»ot, and Simeon 15 not, and will you take away 
Benjamin alſo ? All theſe things pre againſt me, 
To his apprehenſion all hy: made againſt 
him ; when in truth, and when the :flue was 

N 4 ſcen, 
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ſeen, it made ſo for him as nothing could 
do more, And thus it is in the great ama- 
zins Diſpenſations of God with which we 
are {tartled ; though we underſtand not the 
myſtery and reaſon of Gods proceedings, 
yet they make for the good -of his People, 
and will work out his glory, though we cry _ 
theſe things are againſt us often-times. 

5. Andlaſtly, It will comfort you if you 
are Iſrael, though you ſhould not ſee all ac- 
compliſhed immediately,though the Branch 
of the Lord ſhould not forthwith become 
olorious ; Remember Faith and Patience, 
they ſerve to help us to wait and ſtay Gods- 
time and leiſure, God always keeps his 
Ends upon his Heart, andin his Eye, and 
never ats1n any inconſiltency with them, 
This is abundantly certain, that he will ac- 
compliſh every good thing for his People : 
Wait therefore on the Lord, and keep bis Way, 
and he will exalt you in due time, Though he 
anſwers your deſires and expeRations, for 
_ thepreſent, by terrible things, yet it is in 
Reghteouſneſs,and it is for the bringing about 
whatever mercy he promiſed to his People, 


VSE VI, 


He laſt Uſe would be for a Word of 
| & Counſel, You that are eſcapsd this 


day, 
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EBENEZER, I85 
day, and are the 1ſrae! of God, what mer- 
cy is this that you ſhare in 2 how amazing 
and diſtinguiſhing are the diſpenſations of 
God to you-ward ! How ſhould the ſence 
of it over-come your Souls! To be preſer- 
ved, and preſerved in mercy, to great and 
olorious ends, what can you deſire more 
had you been put to make your own terms 
with God ? Believe it, if you are the Lords 
People in truth, you are much. in the heart 
of God, and your Good in the very next 


' place to his own and his Sons Glory is de- 


ſigned, however he deals with you : If he 
lets looſe men upon you, it is not with a de- 
ſign to hurt you; Pſal.66.12, Thou haſt cau- 
ſed men to ride over our heads, we went through 
fire and water ; but thou haſt brought us ont 11- 
to a wealthy place, If he comes to thunder 
down Judgements upon the World,it is with 
a deiign to do you good ; itis for your ſafe- 


ty, 1/a.43.14. Thus ſaith the Lord your Re- 


deemer, the holy One of Iſrael, For your ſakes 
Thave ſent to Babylon, and have brought down 
all thur Nobles ; and the Caldeans, whoſe cry 
% inthe Ships, Chiilt in all his Adminiſtra- 
tions, and in all the Diſpenſations of his 
Kingly Power from fi:lt to laſt, aims at the 
00d of his P2ople, and it is for their bene- 
fit that he as, however we are apt through 
blindneſs and ignoxance to interpret it, If 
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he cuts down his People, it is to do them 
oood ; if he ſpares them it is becauſe he de- 
lights in them, and will make chem partake 
of ſparing-mercy, How admirabte. is the 
kindneſs of the Lord, and what effe&t ſhould 
it have? But 
I. Toteach you to ſee the hand of Chriſt 
in all, and to fing forth the praiſes of the 
Lord ; your preſervation is through Chriſt. 
When the Paſſeover was inſtituted of old, 
God bid the 1ſraelites to ſprinkle the Blood of 
the Lamb upon the door poſts, and when the An- 
gel paſſed by to ſlay the firſt-boru of Egypt, he 
would paſs Ly their doors that were ſprinkled : If 
the deſtroying Angel hath paflea by your 
Doors, and hath not come in, it is becauſe 
your poſt was ſprinkled with the Blood of 
Jeſus, the Blood of the Lamb : It is to Chriſt 
that you own it, and O that the praiſes of 
| the Lord might be ſounded forth by you - in 
; Pſal.22.3. God 1s ſaid to znhabit the Praiſes 
| of Iſrael ; it is a remarkable expreſſion, O 
Thou that tnhabiteft the Praiſes of Iſrael, our 
| Fathers truſted in thee, and were delivered. 
| Iſrael ſhould'be a praiſing People, and God 
j delights in their Praiſes : He loves to be 
where his Praiſes are ſpoken forth. O that 
your habitations might be the habitations 
where the Praiſes of God might dwell, and 
where the goodneſs of God may be ſounded 
forth, 2, Sure 
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' , s 7 
2, Sure your eſcaping ſhould make ,._, 
to be Holineſs untothe Lord : Hath the Lord 
written you unto Life, as the expreiſion is in 
this 4** of /ſarah? Are you by his appoint- 
ment and couniel in the Land of the living? 
O then ſee that you be a P-ople walking with 
him. Heſays in this 4'* of ſarah, to them 
that do eſcape, that they ſhall be a holy Peo= 
ple, verſ.3. It ſhall come to paſs that he that us 
left in Sion, and he that remaineth in Feruſa- 
lem, ſhall be called Holy, even every one that 
% written among the living in Jeruſalem, O 
that every one written among the living 
this day, might allo be called Holy, that is, 
might be ſo,tor God calls things as they are. 
There be great engagements lie upon our 
_ that we live up to this expeRation of 
God, | 
3. Surely your work is to help forward the 
olory of Chriſt and your own good, by all 
Ways you can : Faith and Prayer are the 
oreat means by which you may be ſervice- 
able to this great end. We are apt to be 
faithleſs and unbelieving, when things ſuc- 
ceed not according to our defire and expe- 
Ration ; but the work of the Soul 1s, to wait 
for the ſalvation of God, and to believe for 
the accompliſhment of all that the Lord 
hath ſpoken ; to beg earneſtly that God 
would remember his Promiſe, that he _ 
0 


ous EPEN-ESER. 


_ according to the Faith of his People : 


| Whatſoever God has engaged himſelf to his 
People, that he will do for them, he expe&s 
that they ſhould enquire of him for it. 

4. How much ought it to be your care to 
be found in a ſpirit fit to meet Chriſt in his 
elory 2 There 1s great talk in the World of 
what expeRations are upon the hearts of the 
Saints ; Othat we could ſee ſuitable prepa- 
rations in every Soul, putting off the works 
of darkneſs, and preffing after a Spirit of 
Humility and Holineſs, that we might be 
crucified to the World, and raiſed up to a 
ſpiricual frame : the day of Chriſts glory 
" Will be exceedingly filled up with ſpiritual 
things, and a carnal earthly ſpirit will be 
loathed and abominable. O then ſhake off 
the filth of fin, and the filth of this World, 
and put on yoar beautiful Garments, that 
ſo you may be prepared to meet the Lord in 
his glory. 

5. Do you much pity Sinners : When 
Chiiſt ſhall come in his glory, with what 
ſhame and confuſion will poor finners ſtand ? 
every heart Will tremble, and the proudett 
ſpirit will then foop, O pity them now, 
for then you will have no pity for them : the 
Righteous ſhall rejoyce when he ſees the 
vengeance, they will then onely triumph in 
the righteous Diſpenſations of God, O pity 
tnem 
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them now, and mourn over them, and pray 
for them, and pray them into Chriſt, if poſ= 
ſible ; and walk ſo before them that thou 
maiſt make them in love with the ways of 
God : This is your work, the Salvation of 


Sinners ſhould be much upon your hearts;f 


you know the worth of your own Souls : 
Anu the mote there are brought into Chtiſt, 
the greater will the ſolemnity be, and the 
oloty of this glozious appearance. 


To cloſe all therefore : 

It is a ſad day for the preſent, even with 
the Saints of God; and though we are pre- 
ſerved, yet we and all our mercies lie open 
to we know not how much miſery;we and our 
beſt Priviledges, how they may be dealt 
with we cannot tell : however, of this be 
confident, That all this time the Lordis at 
work graciouſly for his People : As he ſays 
in this fourth of Iſaiah, when he had ſaid 
in the Text, The Braxch of the Lord ſhould be 
glorious for them that are eſcaped ; he addes, 


verſ.4. When the Lord fhall have waſhed away 


the filth of the Daughter of Zion, In the 
:ean time before this glory, the Lord is wa- 
1W1Ng away the filch of his People, and pur=- 
910g out their droſs that yet is among them, 
thac when his glorious appearing ſhall be, 
you and all your Mercies Will at once be de- 

| livered 
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- livered: and as he ſays in the fifth verſe, 
. The Lord will create upon every dwelling place 
in Mount Zion, and upon her Aſſemblies, a 
Cloud and Smoak by day, and the ſhining of 4 
flaming fire by night ; for upon all the Glory- 
ſhall be a defence, Now we have our Oppor- 
tunicies With hazard, and little Communi- 
on with God in them ; but at that day there 
ſhall be «pon the Aſſemblies of Mount Zion 4 
Cloud, The Cloud in the Temple was the to- 
ken of Gods preſence, God will be among 
his Peoplic : And upon their Glory ſhall be a 
defence : They ſhall be ſafe from the fear of 
evil, and Gnu will bleſs his People with peace ; 
He will bleſs them out of Zion. ; 


Laus Deo Opt. Max. 
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